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where a pensive temperament 
will serve the dog well. Burton 
Spiller wrote of an invisible 
string attached from the bird 
to the dog‚Äôs nose, pulling 
it along at exactly the same 
distance.

Seven, a grouse dog must 
have the instinct to retrieve 
and the disposition to ‚Äúhunt 
dead‚Äù indefinitely. With 
these instincts, a competent 
handler will be able to develop 
the dog into a determined find-
er of downed birds. A pup that 
will pick up and carry objects 
will retrieve. Teaching a dog 
to complete retrieves and hunt 
dead is the job of the handler. 
The instincts to do so have been 
lost in many modern, competi-
tive bloodlines. A real grouse 
dog does what it can to ensure 
that crippled birds are not lost.

These seven traits do not 
fully define what I look for in a 
grouse dog, but they are among 
the most important. My ideal 
candidate excels in three gener-
al areas: hunting ability, confor-
mation, and temperament. In 
picking a young pup from a lit-
ter at seven weeks or so, I must 

depend upon the breeding for 
hunting ability. Conformation 
can be scrutinized well enough 
to rule out undesirables and 
narrow the choice. From the re-
maining few pups, the deciding 
factor will be temperament. The 
pensive temperament that I am 
looking for can be seen in the 
pup‚Äôs daily interaction with 
its littermates. When a scuffle is 
underway, the pup I want is the 
one that will sit and observe-not 
afraid-and when it sees some 
vulnerability will enter the 
fray to gain advantage-calm, 
thoughtful, controlled.

How do you find a good 
grouse-dog? First and foremost, 
seek people who are breed-
ing real grouse-dog pups out 
of real grouse dogs, ones that 
actually hunt and produce 
birds for the gun. Ask for a 
demonstration of the sire and/
or dam, and an explanation 
of their owner‚Äôs breeding 
philosophy. Keep looking un-
til you find a situation where 
the humans involved inspire 
confidence and trust, and the 
dogs represent what your idea 
of a grouse dog is. Then, wait! 

It is most important to pick the 
proper breeder and litter. If you 
have done so, the process of 
choosing an individual pup will 
be much more certain. You may 
be best served by picking to the 
middle of the litter in size and 
temperament, ruling out the 
smallest and largest, as well as, 
the most timid and most preco-
cious. If you have found a good 
litter, this technique should 
serve you well.

Finally, raising a grouse-dog 
prospect is much like raising a 
young human athlete. Teach it 
the fundamentals of its sport, 
practice fair chase, and let the 
dog enjoy its time afield. If the 
talent is there, you and your 
pup will succeed. Great grouse 
dogs are the product of good 
genetics, good handling, and a 
lot of birds.

Weaver Reprinted with 
permission Copyrights  Coun-
trysport Press 2005

Mallards

Fax: 877-822-2927
443 Jimmy Carriker Rd, Ellerbe, NC 28339
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Lyme Disease Awareness: Tips to 
protect yourself, family and pet

May is Lyme Disease Aware-
ness month and a good time to 
re-visit methods of protection to 
keep yourself, family and pets 
protected from ticks in the com-
ing spring/summer months.

40,000 cases of lyme disease 
are documented in the US alone 
every year and health experts 
are predicting 2013 to be an-
other bad year. In fact, research-
ers have already discovered 
another disease caused by the 
same tick that spreads Lyme 
disease – the deer tick. More: 
http://new.pitchengine.com/
pitches/e975809a-619b-488a-
a6da-d3ddc0227d31

Here are some helpful tick-
prevention strategies to keep 
you, your family and pet pro-
tected this summer:

1.) YOUR YARD: Ticks are 
not out in the middle of your 
lawn, they live where yards bor-
der wooded areas, or anywhere 
it is shaded and there are leaves 
with high humidity. Place a lay-
er of wood chips between your 

grass yard and the woods edge. 
Ticks are attracted to the wood 
chips because of the shade and 
moisture it provides.

2.) TICK CHECKS: Do pe-
riodic tick checks (on yourself, 
children and pets) and carefully 
remove any found. (Wear light 
colored clothing so ticks are 
easier to find.)

3.) OUTDOOR PURSUITS: 
When on a hike, bike, or walk 
try to remain in the center of a 
trail in order to minimize your 
exposure. Remember - ticks 
cannot fly, they crawl up. Avoid 
sitting directly on the ground, 
woodpiles or fallen logs - areas 
where ticks love to live.

4.) PERSONAL PROTEC-
TION: Wear tick repellent cloth-
ing. Insect Shield repellent 
apparel is EPA registered to 
repel ticks (as well as a variety 
of other pesky and potentially 
dangerous insects.) The repel-
lency is odorless, invisible 
and long-lasting. Insect Shield 
apparel is available for adults, 
kids and even your dog!

Insect Shield’s EPA-reg-
istered technology converts 
clothing and gear into effective 
and convenient insect protec-
tion. The repellency is long-
lasting and appropriate for use 
by the entire family with no 
restrictions for use.

Quick Facts:

• Repellency is in the cloth-
ing and gear – not on your skin

• Lasts through 70 launder-
ings

• EPA-registered

• No restrictions for use

• Appropriate for the entire 
family

• No need to re-apply

• Repels mosquitoes, ticks, 
ants, flies, chigger and midges 
including those that can cause 
Lyme disease, malaria and 
other dangerous insect-borne 
diseases

Lymes
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Breeder Contracts

Dear Dennis,

 Recently I read your article 
about xxx Kennels and xxx 
xxxx. I had heard good things 
about xxx as well, and last 
spring purchased a dog from 
them. Our dog, Spot, is wonder-
ful companion and has been a 
joy to have around the house 
and in the field. I’m writing to 
you however to share with you 
a side of xxx that is not shared 
in your article that I think you 
should also know about. My 
intent is not to slander xxxx as 
their reputation certainly can 
stand on it’s own merit, but our 
experience has been less than 
satisfying with xxx, and I really 
struggled with how we were 
treated by them after reading 
your article.

 As I mentioned, we pur-
chased our dog from xxx in the 
spring. Soon after we brought 
her home we noticed that she 
was having some bladder is-
sues. We took her to the breed-
er ’s veterinarian and went 
through a number of treat-
ments to try and solve the 
problem, unfortunately to no 
avail. Spot’s trainer, suggested 

we get a second opinion of the 
problem. Ultimately, the lab 
results and tests were referred 
to the University Veterinary 
School for evaluation. Spot was 
diagnosed with Eptopic Ereter 
which is a genetic trait defect. 
The diagnosis was confirmed 
by ours and the breeders Veteri-
nary clinics. Spot was released 
from University today after 
yesterday’s surgery and the 
prognosis is very good.

 After the initial diagnosis 
two weeks ago, my wife and I 
contacted xxx to explain the sit-
uation to them. Our purpose in 
doing so was two fold: First to 
alert them to this genetic flaw in 
the dogs that they are breeding, 
and secondly to find out what 
if anything would be in a posi-
tion to do for us with regard 
to warranting the dog. We felt 
that since we paid a premium 
for the dog, that xxx would 
stand behind their breeding 
process. Xxx refused to accept 
any responsibility for the dog, 
and would not entertain any 
options other than destroying 
the animal and giving us a new 
puppy! I was appalled at the 

response and the callousness of 
their answer. Spot has become 
part of our family, how would 
we explain this to our young 
boys who have bonded with 
her for over 6 months? Not to 
mention that we have over $600 
in training costs and our veteri-
nary bills for this are in excess 
of $2,000. While we were not ex-
pecting xxx to pay any portion 
of those bills, we did expect that 
they may concede all or part of 
the money that they charged us 
for the dog. Not only were they 
insensitive but they were down 
right rude. 

 Both the AKC and several 
local breeders including the 
females owner were shocked 
that xxx was not in a position 
to work with us on this.

 The worst part was xxx’s 
apparent failure to acknowl-
edge that the problem even 
existed! It was up to me to con-
tact the females owner to let her 
know that continued breeding 
of the dog may result in a prob-
lem and that she should talk to 
her vet. We also contacted the 
AKC to let them know that the 
problem existed. Xxx has con-
tacted no one to our knowledge 
to notify them of this potential 
genetic issue. I find this very 
inconsistent with the message 
that your article sends. 

 At this point we are left 
with the decision of whether to 
commence legal action against 

Breeder Contracts: Breeder & 
Puppy Owner Obligations 

By Dennis Guldan
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xxx for what we feel is their lack 
of standing behind their breed-
ing, or to let things pass and just 
enjoy our pet for years to come. 
But I wanted you to know, as I 
am letting others who ask how 
our dealings with xxx have 
been, of our experience with 
xxxx Kennels. 

 Sincerely, Bob 

Bob, One of the problems 
with buying any dog is the 
guarantees that come with the 
dog. Obviously xxx has a lot 
of litters each year. Out of the 
pure numbers there will be 
problems. They have a policy 
of replacing a dog that does 
not live up to the desired dog 
requested. This is the policy 
you both agreed upon when 
buying your pup, so there is no 
one to blame.

I believe one of the reasons 
breeders offer such a guaran-
tee is because of exactly what 
you went through, what fam-
ily in their right mind will put 
down a pet for what you went 
through. It puts the buyer in a 
bad position. But on the other 
hand you agreed to that. Xxx 
or any breeder does not want 
a ton of dogs coming back or 
putting down dogs... so that is 
how they have solved the situ-
ation.. putting pressure on the 
new owner to accept one of two 
bad options.. but again, you 
knew this going in.

My wife wanted me to get 
a year old started dog instead 
of a puppy last year when I got 
Jenny. For reasons exactly like 

you bring up and to get past 
the cost of puppy stage and 
the unknowns. I took Jenny in 
for a $250 vet bill the other day 
for an external cyst that she 
developed when she came into 
heat... It has since gone away 
but I could very easily been 
stuck with a $1000 bill. Would I 
have went back to the breeder? 
No, I would not have. Just as 
human beings get genetic ail-
ments dogs will too.... life is a 
crap shoot. It may happen with 
the next breeding of this litter, it 
may never happen again.

As far as the way you were 
treated by xxx, they stood up 
to what they promised and you 
agreed on, to the letter. Do I 
wish they would have gone fur-
ther.... yes.... would that mean 
they would be obligated to go 
further on any pup that had 
problems... I think the answer 
would also be yes.... the breeder 
does not want to go down that 
slippery slope, breeders are in 
business to sell dogs.... and it is 
a business. 

I hope you can see that I can 
see both sides and am walking 
a thin line... your both right.... 
but you agreed to terms when 
you picked up the pup. Xxx of-
fers older dogs that are past the 
unknown puppy stage, but you 
pay for that. The cost of a older 
started dog in this case would 
have been less than your vet 
bills and training. I am sorry 
you had problems.. I hope this 
rational helps... I pay those un-
known vet bills too.... I know 
where from you speak... I hope 
in the end all turns out well. I 
hope you see I did not just blow 

off your question... there is no 
good or easy answer.

Thanks, Dennis Guldan

Dennis Guldan. publisher 
of Bird Dog & Retriever News 
hails from New Brighton, MN, 
by way of Marshfield, WI .... 
and yes Jenny and Scooby are 
doing well.
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Dogs & Life

“Oh the towering feeling” is 
part of the lyrics in the song “ 
On the Streets Where You Live” 
. The music is from the Musical 
“ My Fair Lady” which opened 
on Broadway in 1956. A few 
years later in Korea, as a young 
soldier, I was adjusting to life on 
the rice paddies north of Seoul. 
It was a time when new feelings 
in my life were being made each 
day. If I missed something there 
was a Company commander 
who would tell us all how we 
should feel daily.

What are feelings really? 
Feelings are emotions that 
you experience when you're 
happy,sad, angry, confused and 
more. Most of us take feelings 
for granted. New born babies 
have two the instant they are 
born, the fear of falling and of 
loud noises.

Okay.. how are you feeling 
right now? You had better as-
sess it quickly surely someone 
will be asking you soon. Most 
feeling can be categorizes as 
good or bad.

Since the stage is set to ex-
amine feelings let's take it into 
the hunting fray. Gads! What 
do we have here? Many feel-

ings we have fit nicely in this 
realm. However, there are other 
specific ones we have developed 
through participation. Some of 
these are: over and under vs 
pump or auto- loader shotguns; 
vest or a jacket;leather boots or 
rubber etc..With these selections 
in mind we may be impervious 
to our feelings. Let’s say you 
take an over and under for the 
first time into the grouse woods. 
You hit the first two that come 
up. The feeling is great, you ac-
complished two things, this is 
the gun for you and you shot 
really well!

Using the perceived feeling 
in the moment above and look-
ing back a few days later other 
things may enhance the total 
feeling. The weather was good, 
the cover was right and the dog 
pointed both birds. Now you 
have a memory feeling to lock in 
the hunting box in your mind..

You have created an ex-
perience and feeling that you 
may spend a lifetime trying to 
replicate. This is the reason we 
trek into the wilderness and 
develop a passion so great.. we 
will return.

We must respect all peo-
ple's feelings. That sounds 
good, but what if we don't 
know what they are? We will 
never know all the feelings of 
an individual. It's possible to 
glean out the ones that interest 
you. You did this when you 
found a hunting partner. He 
or she shares the same interests 
and values that you have.

Dogs have feelings, the 
Creator gave them a tail so 
they can show off! The eight to 
twelve week old pup coming 
home from the kennel has lim-
ited feelings. They have been 
living with the “ milk factory” 
and their litter mates. Recently 
they started eating food from 
a dish.

Cold and heat, along with 
light and darkness plus certain 
noises have been established. 

We need to understand that 
the hand-off has happened and 
we will shape the dogs feelings 
in the future.

This is a really important 
time. Everything we do and 
say to the pup is trying to 
be grasped. Golly the infor-
mation is being thrown at it 
from every direction. Who 
are these people? Where am 
I? Their voices are loud then 
they are soft. What does this 
mean? They look at me and 
say “ Rocky come”... then they 
scoop me up just as I start to 
squat and the next thing they 
put me down on some prickly 
stuff outside... Be patient and 
give lots of love.

The Feeling
By Loyde Childs
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When working with dogs 
they have feelings that portray 
their moods. Like us they have 
good days and bad. We have to 
recognize this and not be harsh 
with them when they make a 
mistake that they have done 
a hundred times before. Surly 
they are feeling bad, so make a 
quick correction and move on.

The joy for me is watch-
ing the dogs when the guns 
come out, and the loading of 
the truck. Following this is 
the happy feeling of the rapid 
response when they jump into 
their kennels. When they are 
released in the field it's almost 
like they are smiling because 
the feeling is so over whelming.

Feelings are forged through 
our values and experiences... 
one of my special friends al-
ways reminds us “ That old 
people have feelings too” !!

Loyde Childs

Marshall, Wisconsin
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The Packer Connection 

Due to my penchant for 
duck hunting a little old pond 
in my back yard called Lake 
Michigan, I take to big strong 
Labradors.  But there IS some-
thing about that moment when 
a pointing dog spins and locks 
up.  Something about those 
wide canine eyes seems to say, 
“That bird is RIGHT HERE 
boss!”

Our story begins at one 
of those ubiquitous company 
morale meetings.  If you guess 
that my mind was wander-
ing and I was searching the 
rows for pretty faces I’d have 
to plead guilty, and only ask 
that you throw the noose over 
a high, stout limb, for I am far 
from tiny. 

I’ve always felt that a face 
is something that one is pretty 
much stuck with, for good or 
ill, but a person’s body tells 
what kind of person he or she 
is…tells a story of all the things 
done, and those not done, 
during a lifetime.   Something 
about her reminded me of a 
time, wow, 40 years ago, when 
the days were long with cattle 
chores, the horses were small 
and quick, and only thing be-
tween me and Canada was a 

barbed wire fence.  I could pic-
ture her sitting on a bale of hay, 
blue jeans, barefoot, a puppy in 
her lap, two more wandering 
below her toes, the entire scene 
lit orange by a sun sliding down 
the Western sky.

But suddenly everybody in 
that meeting room was stand-
ing, so I decided I should prob-
ably stand too.  Our assignment 
was to find somebody in the 
organization we did not know 
and pair up for an exercise.  I 
stood and watched people mill 
about, some of whom I knew 
well, and some I knew not at all.

“Do you want to be my part-
ner?”  She asked, appearing at 
my left shoulder.  I did.

The speaker asked us to tell 
each other about somebody 
from the past, present or future 
that we wanted to meet and 
why.  I expected her to come up 
with some denizen of pop cul-
ture that I had never heard of, or 
at very best, perhaps somebody 
like Carrie Underwood.  When 
she said, “Winston Churchill”, 
I was taken aback.  “Self,” I told 
myself, “We have a real person 
here.”

Sometime in the next couple 
of weeks she asked me who had 
trained my hunting dog.  As it 

happened I had been training 
bird dogs for decades.  She 
asked if I would give her a hand 
with hers.   I would.

He was named after Donald 
Driver, a Green Bay Packer pos-
sessed of a charming smile, or 
so I’m told.  All I know is that 
Driver had run roughshod over 
my beloved Bruins for over a 
decade.

Donald the dog was a Vizs-
la.  This compact little hunting, 
pointing machine originated 
in the same hills as Attila, and 
your author.  Colored like a 
cup of coffee with only a bit 
of cream, they are known for 
being able to run all day.  Vizs-
las are economically built for 
marathons.

I have seen a picture of 
Donald soon after he was born.  
There lay four or so chocolate 
colored bodies with little legs 
sprouting forth, and between 
two of those, a tiny form, no 
more than half the size of the 
others, slightly darker…little 
Donald.

Keslea’s Story: 
     I had just gotten off work 

on a Saturday and was head-
ing towards the barn when our 
Vizsla Gypsie went into labor.  
I missed the first half. When I 
got home a few hours later she 
was still having puppies.  My 
dad wanted to show them all 
to me and of course I wanted 
to see the little guys.

As he was showing me the 
puppies he found a sack of 

Double D 
By Ted Clay and Keslea Kumbier
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birthing material Gypsie must 
have overlooked.  When my 
dad lifted it there was a puppy 
inside! Dad quickly opened 
the sack and tried to revive the 
limp puppy and after some ef-
fort we got a few breaths out 
of him. We were naming all the 
puppies after the Green Bay 
Packers and this one was the 
little underdog, reminding me 
of Donald Driver before 
he reached the NFL. 
He was little but he 
was strong. We set him 
down by Gypsie’s face 
to introduce her to the 
puppy she didn’t real-
ize she had.  After all 
the puppies were born 
we let Gypsie relax and 
get use to them and 
eventually we went to 
bed ourselves. 

    The next day was 
when we realized how 
small he really was and 
how funny he looked.  
All of his limbs seems 
to stick out in a way 
that wasn’t normal, 
When they got older 
all the other puppies 
got their pug-like face 
wrinkles, but Donald 
didn’t have that,  His 
eyes looked funny 
in his head. I always 
though he looked like a cute 
little alien. All of the other pup-
pies were aggressive when it 
came to feeding time and Don-
ald couldn’t get time to suckle. 
I was so worried about him I 
would find the best nipple and 

hold him on it, making sure the 
other puppies couldn’t bump 
him off, they were all getting 
so chubby and my little Driver 
couldn’t gain weight. 

When we got all their tails 
docked and dew claws removed 
a few days after they were born 
the breeder told us not to get 
attached to Donald because he 
wasn’t going to make it.  Of 

course I already was attached 
and we were going to prove 
them wrong. That’s when we 
started bottle feeding him and 
that’s when he knew he was 
spoiled. He was never in the 
huddle with the puppies.  He 
always slept by himself.  I felt 

bad for him.  They all looked so 
warm, plump, and comfortable 
and he was on the other side 
of their puppy pile all frail and 
lonely. Whenever anybody had 
the time he got wrapped up in 
a blanket and cuddled. My dad 
was the one who bottle fed him 
best.

 My dad was pain all the 
time.  He had worked as a 

special educa-
tion teacher and 
while breaking 
up an alterca-
tion he ended 
up with a dam-
aged neck, con-
cuss ion ,  and 
damaged shoul-
der. He suffered 
from constant 
migraines.  Yet 
he was the one 
that got up at 
night to feed my 
little Donald.  
Gypsie began 
taking Donald 
from her “nest” 
in  the  l iving 
room through 
t h e  k i t c h e n 
and all the way 
down the hall to 
my dad’s side of 
the bed. My dad 
fed Donald and 

did all he could do to make 
Donald comfortable.  Dad gave 
Donald life and Donald gave 
dad a new purpose in life.

After the a few weeks Don-
ald was still excluded from all 
of the other puppies and we 
got used to having him upstairs 
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with us. Mom was saying that 
we weren’t going to keep him 
and that the only reason he 
wasn’t for sale yet was that 
we wanted to make sure he 
was out of the woods.  Many 
people wanted him.  All the 
other puppies were sold and he 
was growing into quite the little 
cutie. Every time my parents 
found a buyer I would cry until 
they told the people that they 
weren’t sure he was okay yet. 

On the day all the puppies 
went home I had to work until 
noon.  I lectured my dad before 
I left.

 “Donald is not for sale, he 
better be here when I get back.” 
I said.  When I got home and I 
didn’t see Donald I burst into 
tears. My dad tried playing 
it off like they had sold my 
Donald Driver but my mom 
quickly scolded him and told 
me to look in the doggie bed,   
There he was, all snuggled up 
and adorable.

We ended up keeping him.  
He was such a doll.  He didn’t 
chew on things, he only peed 
in the house when he was mad 
at someone and he did his best 
not to bother momma Gypsie. 

Gypsie did go through a 
stage though when she re-
ally got sick of him.  They 
would play out in the yard and 
she would run so fast that he 
couldn’t keep up.  He would 
try and follow her but then she 
would turn around and run at 
him going full speed and run 
him over. He would cry his 
sad little puppy cries. It was a 
very mean thing for a mom to 

do to her baby. He would limp 
around the house for the rest 
of the day. 

    That’s when we started 
having problems with his eyes. 
I thought maybe it was just a 
cold. I know their eyes can get 
goopy when they aren’t feeling 
well. Sometimes the discharge 
would be clear, sometimes it 
would be mucus.  Many times 
his eyes were red and he could 
hardly open them,

A f -
t e r  a 
couple 
weeks 
w e 
agreed 
to take 
Donald 
to  the 
vet and 
t h a t ’ s 
when I 
know it 
was se-
r i o u s . 
The di-
agnosis 
was bilateral eutropion, a semi- 
serious eye problem where the 
eyelids roll in and the hairs 
on their eyes are constantly 
rubbing directly on their eyes.  
Often this causes severe eye 
damage.  If the condition is not 
fixed soon, blindness can occur.  

Donald want though an 
$1000.00 procedure.  Lasers cut 
out part of the eyelid so that 
the lid sat correctly on his little 
green eye balls, I was so happy 
he could see again that I didn’t 
mind that the vet bills wiped 
out my savings.

 Now that Donald could 
see he became somewhat of 
a hellion.  He ran away, and 
wanted to stop and say hello to 
everyone.  Everybody in Roch-
ester Wisconsin knew Donald.  
During walk somebody would 
call out, “Hey, there’s Donald 
Driver!

To burn off energy I took 
him swimming in the pond 
at the barn and I would take 
him out on the trails with my 
horse Chaser.  When I rode he 

would point birds and barn cats 
that hid in the tall grass. They 
were our “pretend field trials” 
and all three of us loved them. 
That’s when I know Donald 
could be an awesome hunting 
puppy.  I just needed somebody 
to help me get started.

The first time I met Donald I 
found him a typical nine month 
old puppy; exuberant and full 
of energy.  He ran the backyard 
with his mother Gypsie, disap-
peared into the marsh which 
bordered the property, and 
appeared again.  I gave Keslea 
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a few articles I had written in 
Wisconsin Outdoor Journal and 
Bird Dog News long ago.  I also 
delivered a throwing dummy 
and some Pheasant scent.

Vizslas are what I call “slow 
developers”, which only means 
that they tend to stay puppies 
longer than many breeds.  Forc-
ing them early in the training 
process can be detrimental.  We 
kept everything a game on that 
first visit.

During the 1970’s wild 
pheasants could still be found 
in numbers in Wisconsin.  Their 
numbers have dwindled since.  
There are still pockets of good 
wild pheasant in the center of 
the state, but our little train-
ing sessions would have to be 
fit into busy work schedules, 
so our second session was not 
much more than a walk through 
a public hunting ground.   

Donald behaved well.  I 
wanted Keslea to give all the 
commands, because I wanted 
the dog to respond to her, not 
me.  Donald stayed in good 
range and inspected every 
thicket.  Coming up a hill Don-
ald suddenly stiffened into a 
solid point.  I pulled the gun 
off my shoulder and walked 
ahead.  There lay a recent pile of 
pheasant feathers from another 
hunter’s kill, perhaps a human, 
perhaps a coyote.

A couple of weeks later, 
Donald’s first actual point was 
memorable.  Keslea and I had 
only the morning to hunt due 
to my need to scamper back to 
Milwaukee for business.  We 

were about done and heading 
back to my car along a walk 
path.  Donald, 10 months old 
now, quartered ahead.  He 
turned, tensed, and locked 
up.  His point was solid, and 
unwavering.

“That bird is right here 
Boss!”  

I took a few steps and a big 
old rooster boiled out.  Keslea 
swung her pump gun and the 
bird dropped to the tall grass, 
wings beating a steady drum 
roll on the dried weeds.  Kes 
beamed as she held her bird.  I 
was praising Donald, who liked 
to stand on his hind legs and 
lick under my chin.  He was still 
a puppy.  Not long ago he was 
a long shot to even make it into 
this world.  He still had a lot 
to learn, but there’s one thing 
nobody could say…

“Nobody can say you’re not 
a real bird dog now Donald!”  I 
said.


