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Chapter 6 The Making of a Grouse Dog

Of such is the great grouse dog, a rare in-
dividual, that can be properly placed without 
hesitation on the pinnacle of bird dog devel-
opment. William Harnden Foster said it best 
in New England Grouse Shooting many years 
ago. Few who have been there and have hunted 
these birds day after day, season after season, 
throughout the course of a lifetime would 
disagree. Great grouse dogs are special indi-
viduals from unique bloodlines, dogs who are 
given the opportunity over and over again to 
point and retrieve grouse for their two-legged 
companions.

To this grouse hunter, they are also gentle, 
loving companions who are as at home on the 
couch as they are in the grouse woods. The com-
panion grouse dog is a compromise of intensity 
in the woods; the intelligence to know how to 
use it; and the common sense to know when 
to turn it on and off. There are old bloodlines, 
bred and hunted by men who were there and 
who did it-men like William Harnden Foster, 
George Ryman, Burton Spiller, and George Bird 
Evans, to name a few. These men were grouse 
hunters who bred grouse dogs, and they knew 
what a real grouse dog should be. They may 
have differed on some of the particulars, but 
they all wanted dogs that hunted to the gun and 
retrieved to the gunner. Unfortunately, many 
of the characteristics valued in those dogs are 
being lost in modern bloodlines, both through 
careless breeding and on purpose. While I have 
trained a thousand-plus dogs of all types and 
breeds, I am an English-setter man at heart. As 
a result, some of my observations will be breed 
specific, but most are just about grouse dogs.

As a grouse hunter, dog trainer, and some-
time breeder, I strive for the dog that has enough 
intensity to get out there and do the required 
work, yet enough biddability to do it for me, not 
just itself. Before proceeding, allow me to pass 
on that I define intensity the way the old-timers 
did, not the way it is often perceived today. In-
tensity means my dog is all hunt, every second 
it is down in grouse cover, hunting at whatever 
range and pace its genetics and training allow. 
That leaves range and speed as a matter of 
personal choice to be dictated by the cover, the 
quarry, the age and condition of the hunter, and 
other personal preferences.

Thanks to Countrysport Press 
we have offered you an excerpt 
from Grouse Dogs by Richard 
Weaver
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