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waterfowl seasons, which must 
comply with federal rules.

Through Governor Cuomo’s 
NY’s Open for Hunting & Fishing 
Initiative, DEC is looking for ways 
to expand opportunities for both 
in-state and out-of-state sports-
men and women,” Commissioner 
Martens said. “The public’s input 
will help us do that for the water-
fowl hunting season in a manner 
that is most advantageous for 
sportsmen and women.”

New York is divided into five 
waterfowl hunting zones: West-
ern, Southeastern, Northeastern, 
Lake Champlain, and Long Island. 
DEC recently appointed task 
forces for each zone (except Lake 
Champlain) to solicit recommen-
dations for the fall 2013 hunting 
seasons, including opening and 
closing dates, split seasons and a 
special hunting weekend for ju-
nior hunters (hunters ages 12-15). 
Each task force includes represen-
tatives from the New York State 
Conservation Council, established 
waterfowl hunting organizations 
and individual waterfowl hunters 
who provide input from diverse 
points of view.

The recommended dates must 
be within federal guidelines estab-
lished by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS). For fall 2013, 
DEC expects the USFWS to allow 
a 60-day duck season, split into 
no more than two segments per 
zone, opening no earlier than Sept. 
21, 2013, and closing no later than 
Jan. 26, 2014.

Waterfowl hunters can partici-
pate in the season-setting process 
by providing duck season sugges-
tions to any task force member on 
or before April 5, 2013. Names and 
contact information for all task 
force members are listed in alpha-
betical order on the DEC website.

Comments can be provided 

by mail, telephone or e-mail, with 
e-mail being the preferred method. 
The task forces will meet in April, 
and DEC plans to announce ten-
tative duck hunting season dates 
in June.

Input on hunting seasons 
for other migratory game birds, 
including Canada geese, snow 
geese, brant and woodcock, may 
also be submitted to any member 
of DEC’s season-setting team. 
However, due to greater uncer-
tainty about federal regulations for 
those species, decisions and ten-
tative dates will probably not be 
known until later in the summer.

Waterfowl seasons in the Lake 
Champlain Zone will continue to 
be set by the Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Management Board, with 
input from DEC and waterfowl 
hunters in New York and Vermont. 
Although there is no formal task 
force for this zone, hunters can 
send their suggestions to any DEC 
season-setting team member.

Governor Cuomo’s NY Open 
for Hunting and Fishing Initiative 
is an effort to improve recreational 
activities for in-state and out-of-
state sportsmen and sportswomen 
and to boost tourism opportunities 
throughout the state. This initia-
tive includes the streamlining of 
hunting and fishing licensing and 
reducing license fees, improved 
access for fishing at various sites 
across the state, and increasing 
hunting opportunities in various 
regions.

Descriptions of New York 
State’s Waterfowl Hunting Zones 
can be found on the DEC website 
and are listed in DEC’s Waterfowl 
Hunting Seasons and Regulations 
brochure. The final waterfowl 
hunting season dates will be 
posted on the DEC website and 
announced by news release in late 
August.
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supportiNg suNday 

huNtiNg
 The N.C. Wildlife Resources 

Commission has adopted a resolu-
tion supporting a bill that would 
allow people to hunt on Sundays 
on private lands. 

During the March 14 business 
meeting, the Commission adopted 
a resolution in support of Senate 
Bill 224, which would remove a 
prohibition against Sunday hunt-
ing on private lands with shotgun, 
rifle or pistol set out in N.C.G.S. 
103-2.

The mission of the North 
Carolina Wildlife Resources Com-
mission includes conserving and 
managing wildlife resources and 
enhancing the state’s rich hunting 
heritage by providing opportuni-
ties for hunters to enjoy wildlife-
associated recreation.

“Allowing Sunday hunting 
on private lands will provide ad-
ditional hunting days and addi-
tional options for youth and adults 
whose school and employment 
responsibilities limit their hunting 
opportunities to weekends,” said 
Gordon Myers, executive director 
of the Wildlife Commission.

 The prohibition against Sun-
day hunting serves no purpose 
with regard to conservation of 
wildlife resources and habitats. 
North Carolina residents who cur-
rently seek hunting opportunities 
in neighboring states that do allow 
Sunday hunting take substan-
tial revenues elsewhere instead 
of keeping these dollars within 


