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grounds.
Freezout is located between 

the towns of Fairfield and Chote-
au, along U.S. 89.

Typically snow geese migra-
tion peaks the end of March. 
Some years, winter weather far-
ther north can bottle up the birds 
temporarily at Freezout, leading 
to numbers greater than 100,000.

Birdwatchers also head to 
Freezout this time of year to view 
migrating raptors and shorebirds. 
Visitors should be careful of mud-
dy roads on the WMA.

For more information on what 
birds are stopping at Freezout, call 
the WMA hotline at (406) 467-2646.
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AwARd
The Southwest Focus on 

Pheasants Partnership was given 
the Wildlife Conservationist of the 
Year award on Feb. 2 in Kearney. 
It was presented by the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission 
and Pheasants Forever (PF) for 
outstanding efforts promoting the 
ideals of conservation and work-
ing in a partnership.

The award was presented at 
the PF state habitat meeting.

The Southwest Focus on 
Pheasants, formed in 2010 to 
improve pheasant hunting by 
creating more and better habitat, 
encompasses more than 950,000 
acres in Hitchcock, Hayes, Frontier 
and Red Willow counties. It has 
impacted more than 15,000 acres.

The key partners include 
Game and Parks, PF, Natural 

Resources Conservation Service, 
Farm Service Agency, University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln Cooperative 
Research Unit, UNL Extension Ser-
vice, landowners and volunteers.
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 Head into the briar patch in 
search of the elusive endangered 
New England cottontail in the 
March/April 2013 issue of NH 
Wildlife Journal magazine. Biolo-
gist Heidi Holman gives readers 
a “bunny’s eye view” of regional 
efforts to restore this rare rabbit to 
our landscape.  

Also in this issue, get to know 
t h e  r u f f e d 
grouse, a bird 
with a passion-
ate following. 
Find out how 
the changing 
nature of New 
Hampshire’s 
forested land-
scape affects 
future pros-
pects for both 
g r o u s e  a n d 
New England 
cottontails.

T h e n  g e t 
ready to smile – 
plus learn a little something – as 
you peruse the “Beginners Guide 
to Hiring a Guide.” Illustrated by 
cartoonist Will Staats, this article 
provides a tip sheet on hiring a 
professional guide, which can be 
a great way to reduce the stress of 
figuring out all the details when 
you’re trying something new in 

the great outdoors.
The March/April issue also 

profiles wood frogs, whose duck-
like quacking will soon herald 
the arrival of spring. Readers will 
get an armchair tour of several 
excellent boat access points for 
paddling the northern reaches of 
the Merrimack River, enjoy the 
adventures of Fish and Game 
Conservation Officers in Warden’s 
Watch, and much more.

Not a subscriber to New 
Hampshire Wildlife Journal? The 
magazine is published 6 times a 
year by the New Hampshire Fish 
and Game Department. Subscrip-
tions are just $12 for one year -- 
that’s 40% off the cover price -- or 
$20 for two years. A great gift idea! 
Read sample articles and find a 
print-and-mail subscription form 
at wildnh.com/Wildlife_Journal/
WJ_mag.htm. 
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Task Forces to 

Help Set Season 
Dates for Waterfowl 
Hunting in New 
York

Hunters are in-
vited to submit recommendations 
to regional Waterfowl Hunter Task 
Forces for the dates of the fall 2013 
duck hunting seasons by April 5, 
New York State Department of En-
vironmental Conservation (DEC) 
Commissioner Joe Martens today 
said. DEC will evaluate the task 
force recommendations in setting 


