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public hunt on it.”
Walk-in lands are open for 

public hunting only, each year 
from Sept. 1 to May 31. No target 
practice, trapping, dog training, 
camping, horseback riding or fires 
are allowed. Enrolled acres are for 
walk-in traffic only; no vehicles 
are allowed on conservation land.

Once private land is enrolled 
in the program, bright yellow-
green hexagon signs are placed at 
the property boundaries.

Locations of parcels enrolled 
for 2013 will be on the DNR web-
site in August. More information 
on the Walk-In program and a map 
of the walk-in access counties is 
available online at www.mndnr.
gov/walkin. 

                                                                  
Open-water duck 
hunting amOng 
tOpics at public 
input meetings
The Minnesota Department 

of Natural Resources (DNR) soon 
will seek citizen input on creating 
limited opportunities for open-
water hunting for waterfowl as 
well as a number of other topics 
at annual public input meetings. 

Aside from open-water duck 
hunting, the DNR is seeking input 
on the following proposals:

* Allowing Canada goose 
hunting in August to alleviate 
depredation of agricultural fields 
in west central Minnesota.

* Opening the second portion 
of the state’s 124-day crow season 
later in the year.

* Opening prairie chicken 
hunting season earlier in October 
than the current season.

* Allowing youth age 17 and 
younger to hunt during all spring 
turkey seasons with a limit of one.

* Youth would not be required 
to select a permit area.

Meetings, which will be con-
ducted from 7-9 p.m., are sched-
uled:

* Monday, March 11, Room 
B-212 at Hibbing Community Col-
lege, 1515 East 25th St., Hibbing.

* Tuesday, March 12, North-
land Community and Technical 
College in Thief River Falls.

* Wednesday, March 13, Alex-
andria Community and Technical 
College in Alexandria.

A separate public input pro-
cess to address deer antler point 
restrictions in southeastern Min-
nesota is available online at www.
mndnr.gov/wildlife/input/se-
deer.

People who cannot attend a 
meeting are urged to complete 
a questionnaire online at www.
mndnr.gov/wildlife/input.

Comments are also welcome 
via email at wildlife.dnr@state.
mn.us. Written comments may 
be addressed to: Season Com-
ments, DNR Section of Wildlife, 
500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 
55155-4007.

mOntana
upland game bird 
cOuncil tO meet in 

cOnrad
An advisory council that last 

year submitted recommendations 
on a long-range strategic plan for 
Montana’s Upland Game Bird 
Enhancement Program will meet 
in Conrad, April 2-3.

The group will participate in 
2013 field-season planning and 
tour various habitat projects.

The meeting will be held at 
Pondera Shooting Sports Club, 
972 Granite Rd., beginning April 

2 at 1 p.m.
The public is invited to attend 

and may provide comments to the 
council during the time identified 
on the agenda. For more infor-
mation visit the Montana Fish, 
Wildlife & Parks’ website at fwp.
mt.gov, then click “Upland Game 
Bird Council”. Or contact Debbie 
Hohler by phone at 406-444-5674, 
or by e-mail at dhohler@mt.gov.

snOw geese FlOck 
tO FreezOut wma

Tens of thousands of snow 
geese are flocking to Freezout 
Wildlife Management Area in 
north central Montana.

In just the last week, between 
50,000 to 100,000 of the white birds 
have appeared at the WMA. The 
birds are flying north to breeding 
grounds.

Freezout is located between 
the towns of Fairfield and Chote-
au, along U.S. 89.

Typically snow geese migra-
tion peaks the end of March. 
Some years, winter weather far-
ther north can bottle up the birds 
temporarily at Freezout, leading 
to numbers greater than 100,000.

Birdwatchers also head to 
Freezout this time of year to view 
migrating raptors and shorebirds. 
Visitors should be careful of mud-
dy roads on the WMA.

For more information on what 
birds are stopping at Freezout, call 
the WMA hotline at (406) 467-2646.
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