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court in Canyon County in the 
weeks ahead.

Citations included illegal take 
of a migratory bird, aid in the 
commission of a misdemeanor and 
hunting without a license. Warn-
ings also were issued for illegal 
take of a migratory bird with an 
unlawful firearm, and three counts 
of using a motorized vehicle as an 
aid in hunting.

During the course of the in-
vestigation, officers also cited one 
of the suspects with possession of 
a nongame protected bird in con-
nection with a poached great blue 
heron. A shotgun and a .22-caliber 
rifle were seized as evidence in 
the case.

“Citizen information played a 
key role in bringing this case to a 
successful conclusion,” said Evin 
Oneale, Fish and Game regional 
conservation educator. “It was all 
good, from the general description 
of the vehicle to other tips that 
came in during the days following 
the poaching incident. We’re very 
grateful to our citizenry for their 
assistance with this case.”

At more than 20 pounds and 
with a wingspan of 8 feet, the 
trumpeter swan is the largest wa-
terfowl in North America and the 
largest swan in the world. There 
is no hunting season on trumpeter 
swans in Idaho. 

INDIANA
How to DeAl wItH 
NuIsANce cANADA 

geese
If Canada geese have become 

a problem on your property, in-
formation is available through the 
Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources website. 

Most goose problems occur 
from March through June, during 

the nesting season, when geese are 
especially aggressive, sometimes 
attacking and nipping at people.

Geese also can cause a great 
deal of localized damage if many 
young are hatched in one area. 
After hatching, goslings are inca-
pable of flight for about 70 days, so 
the young birds and their parents 
will graze near the hatching area 
for that time. Damage to landscap-
ing can be significant and expen-
sive to repair or replace, while 
large amounts of excrement can 
render areas unfit for human use.

Information on actions prop-
erty owners can take to manage 
Canada geese is available at dnr.
IN.gov/dnr/fishwild/2996.htm. 

Solutions range from habitat 
modification, to daily goose ha-
rassment through noisemaking 
devices, to supporting goose hunt-
ing or obtaining a DNR trapping 
permit. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service also allows landowners 
who are properly registered to 
destroy resident Canada goose 
eggs and nests on their property. 

More information on register-
ing for federal permission to de-
stroy eggs and nests is at https://
epermits.fws.gov/ercgr/gesi.
aspx. It’s against federal law for 
anyone to destroy a Canada goose 
nest that contains one or more eggs 
without first securing permission 
through the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service. 

It’s best to use preventive mea-
sures such as habitat modification 
before geese become a nuisance. 

Contact Information: Shan-
non Winks Phone: (812) 358-2253 
Email: dnrnews@dnr.in.gov

IowA
sHrubs AND 

coNIfers offer 

wINter ProtectIoN 
to PHeAsANt AND 

QuAIl
The seemingly endless bar-

rage of winter storms impacting 
Iowa this season are leaving many 
wildlife experts and enthusiasts 
concerned that it could be a bad 
year for pheasants and quail.  
Heavy snowfall collapsed much 
of the grassy cover that upland 
game birds rely on for shelter in 
the winter, while cover that hasn’t 
collapsed has been rendered inac-
cessible by drifting snow.  

The pattern is nothing new 
– despite a relatively dry winter 
last season that led to an increase 
in bird numbers, the four winters 
prior to last year saw heavier-than-
average snowfall, which wreaked 
havoc on populations.

“Iowa had only 17 inches 
of snow last winter,” said Todd 
Bogenschutz, state upland game 
biologist for the Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources. “Parts of 
the state were close to that total 
with the first storm in December. 
It’s very likely we will have some 
bird mortality with these heavy 
snows.”

One solution to preventing 
winter mortality is to plant more 
conifers and woody shrubs.

Unlike grasses, shrubs, such 
as gray dogwood, wild plum and 
ninebark, can grow to 10 feet or 
more, withstand heavy snow and 
high winds and offer refuge in 
even the heaviest of snowpack.  

Conifers, like white spruce, 
also provide excellent cover 
so long as they don’t grow tall 
enough to allow nesting for hawks 
and other predators.

“Shrubs provide cover in the 
winter and supply food for game 
birds and other wildlife in the 
warm months,” said Aron Flick-


