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to encourage hunters to harvest 
as many snow geese as possible.

The mid-winter survey area 
in Delaware includes northern 
Delaware, which often holds 
large numbers of Canada geese; 
the Delaware Bayshore, which 
includes two national wildlife 
refuges, several state wildlife areas 
and other protected areas; and the 
Inland Bays, where seaducks and 
brant are often observed.

“The mid-winter survey is a 
great tool for waterfowl manag-
ers to see what’s going on in their 
state, and where species are con-
centrated,” DiBona said. “But like 
any data, it may not tell the whole 
story. Weather, tide and time of 
day can all influence the amount 
of waterfowl we see, producing 
changes on a daily basis. However, 
by looking at the data for trends 
through time, the survey can pro-
vide insight into how numbers of 
waterfowl and their distribution 
across the flyway may be chang-
ing.” 

The mid-winter waterfowl 
survey is typically flown the first 
week in January by all participat-
ing Atlantic Flyway states and 
provides an index of the relative 
abundance and distribution of 
waterfowl during the winter. 
Conducted annually since 1935, 
the survey is particularly impor-
tant for tracking the population 
status of Arctic nesting species of 
waterfowl, such as Atlantic brant 
and tundra swans.

Results of the Atlantic Flyway 
Mid-Winter Survey are currently 
being compiled by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service and are ex-
pected to be finalized in March.  

For Delaware’s survey data, 
click waterfowl survey. 

For more information on the 
Snow Goose Conservation Order, 
please visit www.fw.delaware.

gov, or call the Wildlife Section at 
302-735-3600.

GEORGIA
SIGn In OnlInE fOR 
WMA SIGn-In HuntS 

BEfORE yOu GO
Just in time for turkey season, 

hunters can now sign in online 
before heading out to wildlife 
management area sign-in hunts.

Before participating in a WMA 
sign-in hunt, hunters can sign-in 
online through a computer or 
mobile device by visiting http://
georgiawildlife.com/hunting. 
Use of the sign-in system is only 
permissible for hunters partici-
pating in WMA sign-in hunts.  
All quota and check-in hunts are 
excluded.  In addition, the Wildlife 
Resources Division will continue 
to offer paper sign-in sheets at 
WMAs. Hunters will only need 
to sign-in online or at the WMA 
(not both).

“The WMA system gives resi-
dent hunters access to nearly 1 
million acres of prime hunting 
land for just $19 a year, and every 
Georgian lives within an hour of a 
WMA,” said Dan Forster, Wildlife 
Resources Division director. “The 
online sign-in system creates an 
even more convenient experience 
for hunters already participating 
in WMA sign-in hunts, and we 
hope it entices more sportsmen to 
take advantage of the great hunt-
ing opportunities available on 
these lands.”

A WMA license is required for 
any person 16 years or older who 
does not possess a valid honorary, 
sportsman or lifetime license when 
hunting on a WMA or public fish-
ing area. In addition, a valid hunt-
ing license and a big game license 
are required to hunt wild turkey, 

deer and bear. If a turkey, deer or 
bear is harvested during a WMA 
sign-in hunt, hunters are required 
to sign out their harvested game 
at the check station/kiosk on the 
day of the harvest. Be sure to check 
other regulations before you go at 
http://georgiawildlife.com/hunt-
ing/regulations.

Where can you get a license? 
Buy it online, find a list of retail 
license vendors at www.geor-
giawildlife.com/licenses-permits-
passes or buy it by phone at 1-800-
366-2661.

View the complete 2012 WMA 
harvest results at www.geor-
giawildlife.com/Hunting/Quo-
taSummaries, and plan your 
WMA hunt today. Visit http://
georgiawildlife.com/hunting/
wildlife-management-areas to find 
a WMA near you.

IDAHO
SWAn pOAcHER 

SuSpEctS 
IDEntIfIED, 

cHARGED
In a poaching case that capti-

vated local residents, three Nam-
pa juvenile suspects have been 
charged with a number of wildlife 
violations related to a poached 
trumpeter swan near the Boise 
River just west of Star in February.

The initial release of details 
about the case generated a number 
of phone calls to Idaho Fish and 
Game, all of which helped officers 
track down the suspects.

While four youths, all from 
Nampa, were suspected in the 
poaching incident, charges were 
filed against only three. Five ci-
tations and four warnings were 
issued in connection with nine 
violations.

The suspects will appear in 


