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time for artists to select their sub-
ject and paint it before the next 
competition. Artwork will be ac-
cepted from January 1 to February 
18, 2014. Potential artists should 
visit http://www.outdoorala-
bama.com/programs/waterfowl 
for complete information on the 
contest.

COLORADO
GReAteR sAGe-

GROuse viewinG 
tOuRs in CRAiG
Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

along with partner Conservation 
Colorado is providing the public 
with guided, greater sage-grouse 
viewing tours in northwest Colo-
rado, from March 28 through 
April 7.

Anyone interested in a unique 
wildlife viewing experience in 
Colorado is encouraged to sign up 
for the guided tour.

“If you are a dedicated bird 
watcher, sage-grouse mating is 
certainly one for your life-list,” 
said Watchable Wildlife Coordi-
nator Trina Romero, of Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife. “But even a 
casual wildlife watcher will be in 
awe of this beautiful display.”

Space is limited and reserva-
tions are required. To reserve your 
spot, visit: http://conservationco.
org/2013/02/sage-grouse-tours/

For thousands of years, sage-
grouse have returned to their tra-
ditional breeding grounds - called 
leks - to perform a dramatic and 
complex dance as they compete 
for mates.

Watching male sage-grouse 
spread their spiked tail feathers 
and pop their large air sacs is a 
visual treat for birdwatchers. Hun-
dreds from across the world visit 
Colorado every year to observe the 

mating display in person.
Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

provides a viewing trailer for the 
guided tour so that people can sit 
inside and not disturb the grouse 
on the lek.

“It’s a responsible way to 
observe lekking behavior, and 
I highly recommend it,” said 
Romero. “Ethical wildlife viewing, 
especially of a sensitive species, 
should be a priority for all wildlife 
viewers.”

For dates, times, reservations 
and further information, please 
visit: http://conservationco.
org/2013/02/sage-grouse-tours/.

To learn more about greater 
sage-grouse, please visit: http://
wildlife.state.co.us/Research/
Birds/GreaterSageGrouse/Pag-
es/GreaterSageGrouseStudies.
aspx

For video of greater sage-
grouse, please visit: http://wild-
life.state.co.us/NewsMedia/Vid-
eos/Pages/GreaterSageGrouse.
aspx

Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
manages 42 state parks, all of 
Colorado’s wildlife, more than 
300 state wildlife areas and a host 
of recreational programs. To learn 
more, please visit cpw.state.co.us

DeLAwARe
MiD-winteR 

wAteRfOwL suRvey 
finDs DuCk, snOw 

GOOse nuMbeRs 
up, CAnADA GOOse 
nuMbeRs DOwn in 

DeLAwARe
DOVER (Feb. 21, 2013) – The 

number of ducks wintering in 
Delaware is up slightly, while the 
Canada goose population remains 

lower than average, according to 
the results of DNREC’s recently-
completed annual mid-winter wa-
terfowl survey, the Division of Fish 
and Wildlife announced today.

For the 2013 survey, DNREC 
Waterfowl Biologist Matt DiBona 
observed a total of 33,931 ducks 
and 34,245 Canada geese. “Our 
duck numbers were up a bit from 
the 2012 mid-winter waterfowl 
survey, which coincided with a 
relatively poor hunting season for 
2011-2012. However, our goose 
numbers have remained lower 
these past couple of years,” Di-
Bona said. “On average we should 
be seeing 45-50,000 Canada geese 
here in Delaware. I think the recent 
mild winters in the East have kept 
some of these birds further north. 
And I think these trends are re-
flected in our waterfowl harvest.”

More than 17 species of ducks 
were observed during the survey. 
Mallard and black ducks, which 
typically migrate later in the fall 
and winter, were the most numer-
ous species. Northern pintails, 
American wigeon and north-
ern shovelers also were spotted 
throughout marshes along the 
Bayshore.

Meanwhile, snow goose num-
bers remain high, with nearly 
125,000 tallied during the two-
day survey. Delaware, along with 
Maryland and New Jersey, is a 
favored wintering area for greater 
snow geese. The snow goose 
population has grown so large in 
recent years that waterfowl man-
agers are now trying to decrease 
their numbers to prevent further 
damage to breeding grounds and 
wetlands, and to agricultural crops 
on the wintering grounds. A Snow 
Goose Conservation Order, which 
allows special hunting options 
with fewer restrictions, is open in 
Delaware now through April 13 


