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and responsibly. We’ve seen 
that bans have not been suc-
cessful. If anything, all they do 
is open up black markets and 
turn everyday citizens into 
felons.”

Instead of banning firearms, 
Malkowski said, “I think we 
have to look at what really 
makes a difference . . . [which 
is] preventing unauthorized 
access to firearms and as well 
as immediate improvements to 
the National [Instant] Criminal 
Background Check System.”

Learn more about AR-style 
rifles on NSSF’s modern sport-
ing rifle facts page at www.
nssf.org/msr and download a 
pocket fact card.
Wingshooting Preserves 
Can Benefit from NSSF’s 

First Shots
Tisma Juett, manager of 

the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation’s First Shots intro-
duction-to-shooting program, 
recently addressed attendees 
of the North American Game-
bird Association 81st Annual 
Convention and Conference 
in Kansas City, Mo., on how 
preserve owners can use First 
Shots to attract new customers.

Juett noted that many wing-
shooting preserves through-
out the country remain open 
through March, offering op-
portunities for enjoying a late-
season hunt with friends and 
family. A preserve also can be 
the perfect place to introduce 
a newcomer, whether youth or 
adult, to upland bird hunting. 
Many species of hard-flying 

birds can be found at preserves, 
she noted, and many preserves 
allow you to bring your own 
bird dog.

The NSSF website www.
wingshootingusa.org helps 
hunters search for and locate 
wingshooting preserves na-
tionwide. In addition, the site 
contains an important wing-
shooting safety video and links 
to the Wingshooting USA tele-
vision show featuring host Scott 
Linden and his bird-hunting 
dog, Buddy.

“Bird producers and pre-
serve owners are in a great 
position to attract newcomers 
to hunting by providing a sup-
portive environment that virtu-
ally guarantees some success,” 
said Juett. “First Shots provides 
an opportunity for experienced 
hunters to bring their non-
hunting family members and 
friends to the preserve to learn 
about the shooting sports in a 
safe, controlled and fun envi-
ronment.”

Sonny Hairston, who is 
president of North American 
Gamebird Association and has 
conducted First Shots seminars 
at his Little Canyon Shooting 
Preserve in Peck, Idaho, noted 
that by taking advantage of 
First Shots’ cooperative adver-
tising funds, a preserve can 
gain visibility in the communi-
ties it serves. “Wingshooting 
preserves can really benefit 
from using the First Shots pro-
gram,” he said.

Increasing hunter numbers 
is critical to protecting a great 
tradition, said Juett. Hunters 

provide the bulk of funding for 
wildlife conservation--nearly 
$1 billion a year--through their 
purchases of hunting licenses 
and by paying the federal excise 
taxes on purchases of firearms 
and ammunition. Hunters also 
support the right to own fire-
arms for sporting purposes.

For more information on First 
Shots, and particularly on how 
wingshooting preserves can use 
this program, visit the website 
at www.firstshots.org or contact 
Tisma Juett at tjuett@nssf.org.

NSSF Providing Free 
Firearm Safety Materials 
to Returning Servicemen 

and Women 
With President Obama ex-

pected to announce the return 
of 34,000 servicemen and wom-
en from Afghanistan within a 
year at tonight’s State of the 
Union address, the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF) announces that it will 
continue providing free firearm 
safety materials, including gun 
locking devices, to America’s 
returning armed services mem-
bers. NSSF is the trade associa-
tion for the firearms, ammuni-
tion, hunting and shooting 
sports industry.

In recent years, NSSF has 
donated and helped place tens 
of thousands of free firearm 
safety kits from its Project 
ChildSafe program into the 
hands of returning servicemen 
and women to remind and en-
courage them to safely handle 
and securely store firearms in 
their homes when they return 
to civilian life.


