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Industry Gives the Facts 
about Modern Sporting 

Rifles;
TV Report Gets It Right
Watch the video report 

by Connecticut’s WTNH 
Channel 8

In media stories nation-
wide, the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF) and 
its firearm-manufacturer mem-
bers continue to correct mis-
information about AR-style 
modern sporting rifles, the sale 
of which would be banned and 
ownership severely restricted if 
proposed legislation is passed 
by federal and state lawmakers.

Much confusion exists about 
the function and use of these 
legal-to-own, semiautomatic 
rifles, prompting NSSF to take 
every opportunity to provide 
accurate information about 
modern sporting firearms to 
media, legislators and anyone 
else willing to listen.

Advocates for banning these 
rifles have made misleading 
claims that these semiautomatic 
firearms can be fired as fast as 
a machine gun. A fact-filled 
video report aired this week by 
Connecticut’s WTNH Channel 
8 debunks that claim, showing 
the huge difference in the rate 
of fire between a fully auto-
matic machine gun, which will 
continuously fire shots as long 
as the trigger remains pulled, 
and the semiautomatic modern 
sporting rifle--”one of the most 
popular guns in America”--that 
shoots just one shot with each 
separate pull of the trigger. 

Civilian ownership of fully 
automatic firearms has been 
severely restricted since 1934.

Jake McGuigan, NSSF’s di-
rector of government relations-
state affairs, pointed out that 
while the modern sporting 
rifle looks like a military rifle 
capable of fully automatic fire, 
it is instead a semiautomatic 
model made for purchase by 
civilians--and is not a machine 
gun.

The video begins with peo-
ple being asked what the rifle’s 
AR prefix stands for. Unfor-
tunately, but not surprisingly, 
they say “assault rifle” and “au-
tomatic rifle.” Neither is true. 
The prefix stands for ArmaLite, 
one of 55 companies manufac-
turing this style of rifle today.

“We call it the modern sport-
ing rifle because these guns are 
all used legitimately every day 
for sporting purposes,” said 
Michael Guerra of Colt Manu-
facturing in the video.

About 4 million modern 
sporting rifles have been pur-
chased in the last 10 years. The 
rifle’s ergonomics, accuracy, 
low recoil and versatility are 
prized by target shooters and 
hunters, as well as those who 
own them for personal and 
home defense. The rifle is the 
latest example of a long-estab-
lished trend in which firearm 
models used by the military 
such as the bolt-action rifle of 
World War I and the semiauto-
matic M-1 of World War II have 
became popular with civilians 
who use them for recreational 
shooting--except that today’s 

semiautomatic modern sport-
ing rifle is not a fully automatic 
“weapon of war.”

In the WTNH piece, Colt 
Manufacturing CEO Dennis 
Veilleux said many returning 
servicemen and women are 
purchasing modern sporting 
rifles. “They like to hunt and 
shoot. Their first choice is go-
ing to be what they are most 
familiar with, what they are 
most comfortable with. It’s a 
large part of why this rifle has 
become more and more popu-
lar,” Veilleux said.

Regarding the rifle’s mod-
ern look, NSSF President Steve 
Sanetti has made the point in 
many interviews, including in 
a Washington Post story this 
week, that the appearances of 
firearms, as with many con-
sumer products, are changing. 
“Nothing looks like it did 50 
or 100 years ago,” Sanetti said. 
“Today, this is the way a rifle 
looks. It doesn’t have a wood 
stock or blued steel. It can be 
a scary-looking thing, and the 
other side plays on that fear. 
Yet it has become ‘America’s 
rifle.’ When target shooters 
and hunters--age 25 to 40--go 
to purchase a rifle, the modern 
sporting rifle is what they want, 
and they take great pleasure in 
using it for a variety of lawful, 
recreational purposes.”

Mark Malkowski, owner of 
Stag Arms, which solely manu-
factures modern sporting rifles, 
said in a USA Today interview, 
“We have to understand that 
there are millions of people 
who do use our products safely 


