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News from the Enemy Camps & the Good Guys

NSSF Issues Statement 
on Connecticut 

Legislative Proposals
The National Shooting 

Sports Foundation (NSSF), the 
trade association for the fire-
arms and ammunition industry, 
issued the following statement 
today:

The firearms industry has a 
long history in Connecticut and 
to this day has a sizeable eco-
nomic presence and workforce 
in the Constitution State. We are 
disappointed therefore that the 
General Assembly’s Task Force 
could not reach a bipartisan 
agreement on proposals to pre-
vent future violence involving 
the criminal misuse of firearms.

NSSF agrees with sugges-
tions that the focus should be to 
keep firearms out of the wrong 
hands, but an outright ban of 
the most popular semiauto-
matic rifle in the United States 
today, as some are suggesting, 
for what are essentially cos-
metic reasons would make no 
one safer and is unfair to the 
millions of people who have 
purchased them legally and 
use them responsibly for hunt-
ing, shooting competition and 
home defense. It also holds the 
real prospect of affecting em-
ployment in our state because 
underlying issues go deeper 
than whether manufacturing 
exemptions would be issued. 
We will review all proposals in 

more detail and will continue 
to be a resource to achieve our 
common goal of a safer Con-
necticut.

Sportsmen’s Activity 
Report: States Benefit 

from Economic Impact of 
Hunting

 The National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF) has 
released a major new report 
documenting the importance 
of hunting activities to the U.S. 
economy. NSSF is the trade as-
sociation for the firearms, am-
munition, hunting and shoot-
ing sports industry.

The report, Hunting in 
America: An Economic Force 
for Conservation, provides de-
tailed information on 40-plus 
categories of U.S. hunting-re-
lated expenditures, which grew 
55 percent, as well as state-by-
state statistics for number of 
hunters, retail sales, taxes and 
jobs. The report notes an overall 
nine percent increase in hunting 
participation between 2006 and 
2011. The money hunters spent 
in 2011 resulted in $87 billion 
being added to the nation’s 
economy and supported more 
than 680,000 jobs nationally.

“The major growth in 
spending by hunters is good 
news for businesses throughout 
the country, particularly small 
businesses in rural areas,” said 
NSSF President and CEO Steve 
Sanetti.

Beyond their impact on 
businesses and local econo-
mies, sportsmen are the lead-
ers in protecting wildlife and 
habitats. When you combine 
license and stamp fees, excise 
taxes on hunting equipment 
and membership contributions 
to conservation organizations, 
hunters contribute more than 
$1.6 billion annually to conser-
vation.

“Hunters are without peer 
when it comes to funding the 
perpetuation and conservation 
of wildlife and natural habi-
tats,” said Sanetti.

Read Hunting in America: 
An Economic Force for Con-
servation or view the report as 
a printable PDF.

To request hard copies of 
the report, email Jim Curcuruto 
at jcurcuruto@nssf.org (limited 
quantity available).

Federally-Licensed 
Firearms Retailers 

in New Survey 
Overwhelmingly Oppose 

‘Universal Background 
Checks’

 An online survey of federal-
licensed firearms retailers con-
ducted this week by the Nation-
al Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF), the trade association for 
the firearms industry, reveals 
that those who would be on the 
front line of implementing what 
is touted as “universal back-
ground checks” have serious 
concerns both about whether 
such proposals would work as 
well as the potential negative 
effects on their businesses.


