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pears to hold significant promise 
for the future.

Next month in Tulsa the AKC 
is hosting the first ever AKC 
Rally® National Competition in 
conjunction with the Obedience 
and Agility National Champion-
ships.  This event will help bring 
recognition to those owners and 
dogs that train for and enjoy the 
sport of Rally.

AKC My Dog Can Do That!® 
has proven to be extremely suc-
cessful in bringing new dogs 
and new exhibitors to experience 
Agility and Rally. About half the 
participants are Conformation 
people who were interested in 
learning about a new sport and 
half were people who had never 
been to a dog show. We are de-
veloping a program to make it 
easier for clubs to activate this 
program locally.

The success of Beginner Pup-
py and My Dog Can Do That! 
are perfect examples of using the 
AKC registrant database to ben-
efit clubs, owners, and their dogs. 
We will continue to find ways to 
use this powerful tool in support 
of our clubs and their events.

Our continued success in 
events depends on our contin-
ued ability to innovate new pro-
grams. AKC Staff is committed to 
doing just that. While not every 
program will be successful, the 
spirit of “relentless positive ac-
tion” requires that we stay open 
to new ideas and are willing to 
risk the occasional failure.

Our success also depends on 
a bit of relentless positive com-
munication. Now that you know 

some of our success stories, let’s 
all help spread the word. As in 
all sports, momentum is part of 
the game.

Your comments and sugges-
tion are most welcome atk@akc.
org.

Sincerely, Alan Kalter Chair-
man

Chairman’s Report 
March 2013

-- Defending Our Rights 
--  

For years, animal rights ex-
tremists have focused on attack-
ing the health of purebred dogs 
based on what they determined 
were improper breeding pro-
grams, and have indiscriminately 
discredited dog breeders with 
unsupported anecdotal stories 
as opposed to facts. We all know 
the unsubstantiated accusations 
all too well.

Unfortunately, the rather 
gullible media simply accepted 
these allegations without objec-
tive investigation. A case in point 
is the untruthful story about Bull-
dogs published in the New York 
Times Magazine. Interestingly, 
while we supplied significant fac-
tual information about the health 
of Bulldogs, as did the Bulldog 
Club of America, the article was 
selective – which is just a nice 
word for “biased” - in the utiliza-
tion of those facts. In the end, the 
story was simply propaganda, 
not journalism.

But starting last year, there 
was a subtle, yet very noticeable 
shift in the communication tactics 
of the two largest animal rights 
organizations. Previously, for 

the most part, they had practiced 
a strategy of either ignoring or 
dismissing the AKC. Simply put, 
they did not see us as an orga-
nization of any concern to them 
in their quest to eliminate dog 
ownership through the elimina-
tion of breeders. As they have 
made very clear, their stated goal 
is “no new puppies” – a goal they 
intend to accomplish through 
legislation and ballot initiatives 
to mandate  spay/neuter and 
restrict breeders to the point of 
oblivion.

So, what changed? We did. In 
the past few years all of us - you, 
your clubs, and the AKC - have 
become more aggressive, more 
organized, more vocal, and more 
visible in legislative matters.

The tipping point last year ap-
pears to have been our proactive 
approach to the proposed APHIS 
rule changes, which included both 
a well-documented, reasonable, 
and thorough review of all the is-
sues with suggestions to make the 
intent of the regulatory changes 
achievable without unnecessarily 
damaging hobby breeders, and a 
petition of support signed by over 
75,000 concerned dog owners. 
Our response to APHIS caught the 
extremists completely by surprise 
and sent them into a whirlwind of 
activity that amounted to noth-
ing. Most likely, their evaluation 
after the storm was that the AKC 
needed much greater attention 
from them.

But the proactive plan around 
the APHIS rule changes was 
just the tip of the spear the AR 
extremists have been feeling of 
late. The AKC Legislative De-


