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“DU is honored to recognize their 
work and hopes their achieve-
ments inspire others to follow 
suit.” 

To read more about the indi-
vidual winners, visit www.ducks.
org.

DeDication 
planneD at 

Hansen WaterfoWl 
proDuction area

The public is invited to the 
dedication of the new addition 
to Hansen Waterfowl Production 
Area at 10 a.m. on Friday, March 
15. The new 320-acre tract, which 
includes 185 wetland acres, in-
creases the size of Hansen WPA 
and allows the wetland areas to 
be more effectively managed for 
waterfowl and wildlife habitat.

Ducks Unlimited purchased 
the site from a willing seller in 
2008 with funds from the Ne-
braska Environmental Trust and 
Ducks Unlimited supporters. DU 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service collaborated to restore the 
wetlands and re-seed the upland 
with native grasses. The USFWS 
acquired the property from DU’s 
Wetlands America Trust with Land 
and Water Conservation funds 
obtained with the help of former 
U.S. Senator Ben Nelson.

Waterfowl Production Areas, 
including Hansen WPA, are pub-
licly owned lands, and are gener-
ally open to a variety of outdoor 
recreation during daylight hours, 
including wildlife observation, 
photography, hiking, and hunting 
during legal hunting seasons.

To reach Hansen WPA from 
Highway 6 in Sutton, drive 10.5 
miles south on Road X. Or, from 
Shickley, drive 7 miles west on 
Highway 74, then 1.5 miles north 
on Road X.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and Ducks Unlimited are 
two of the many partners in the 
Rainwater Basin Joint Venture, a 
partnership of government agen-
cies, non-government organiza-
tions, and individuals working 
together to improve and protect 
habitat in the Rainwater Basin and 
Nebraska’s mixed-grass prairies. 
More information is at rwbjv.org.

pHeasants 
forever

pf Hires first 
Minnesota 

coorDinating 
WilDlife Biologist
nelson to proviDe 
coorDination anD 
prograM Delivery 

for prairies 
anD grasslanD 
HaBitats in sW 

Minnesota.
Pheasants Forever (PF) an-

nounces the hiring of Emilee Nel-
son of Lanesboro, Minn. as its first 
coordinating wildlife biologist in 
the state. The position will focus 
on the Lac Qui Parle core area 
and Prairie Coteau landscapes 
and will deliver grassland con-
servation priorities that lie within 
the recently signed Minnesota 
Prairie Conservation Plan. This 
is a PF partnership position in 
cooperation with the Minnesota 
DNR, Lyon County SWCD, and 
the Minnesota Prairie Plan Work-
ing Group. 

The Minnesota Prairie Conser-
vation Plan provides a roadmap 
for protecting, restoring and en-
hancing Minnesota’s most altered 
ecosystem, the Northern Tallgrass 
Prairie. By working together 
with landowners and partners, 

this plan outlines an approach to 
sustain functional grasslands and 
prairies in agricultural regions of 
western and southern Minnesota. 

“The Minnesota DNR is ex-
cited to see more effort in the 
challenge to conserve our prairies 
and grasslands, and are delighted 
to have Ms. Nelson as a conserva-
tion partner,” said Tom Landwehr, 
Minnesota DNR commissioner. 
“This is step one in supporting the 
implementation of the Prairie Plan 
in Minnesota. We look forward to 
an even more coordinated effort 
to protect our precious remaining 
remnant prairies, while putting 
the habitat pieces back together on 
the landscape in an effort to have 
functioning grassland systems.” 

A Minnesota native, Nelson 
grew up in Minneapolis where she 
took every opportunity to explore 
the woods and spend time fishing 
in the boat at the family cabin in 
Otter Tail County. An avid hunter 
and fisher, Nelson graduated from 
the University of Minnesota in 
2011 with a B.S. in Wildlife, Fish-
eries and Conservation Biology. 
Prior to joining Pheasants Forever, 
Nelson worked as a project spe-
cialist with the Minnesota DNR 
working on trout stream ease-
ments baseline documentation 
and monitoring in SE Minnesota. 

“Collaborative partnerships 
are key to working with private 
landowners delivering programs 
to people,” says Matt Holland, 
Pheasants Forever director of 
grant development. “Coordi-
nation of the people, science, 
programs and professionals to 
implement aspects of our Prairie 
Plan is an exciting opportunity for 
realizing grassland habitat.” 

Pheasants Forever signed 
on as a partner in the Minnesota 
Prairie Conservation Plan in Au-
gust of 2012, committing to assist 


