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News from the Non-profits

Ducks 
unlimiteD

Du recognizes four 
states for significant 

financial contributions
During its annual Wetland 

Conservat ion Achievement 
Awards breakfast last week, Ducks 
Unlimited recognized four state 
agencies for significant invest-
ments toward conserving water-
fowl breeding habitat in Canada.

The program to provide state 
support for waterfowl breeding 
habitat projects in Canada was ini-
tiated by Ducks Unlimited as one 
of the first international public/
private partnerships to support 
migratory bird conservation. After 
the North American Waterfowl 
Management Plan (NAWMP) 
was signed in 1986, the Associa-
tion of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
became a lead partner to help 
the states achieve the NAWMP 
goals. Contributions from states 
are matched by DU Inc. and DU 
Canada, as well as the North 
American Wetlands Conservation 
Act (NAWCA).

“The importance of state grants 
contributions to Canadian habitat 
conservation and restoration proj-
ects cannot be overstated,” said 
Pat Kehoe, DU Canada’s direc-
tor of international partnerships. 
“Individual state contributions 
are combined with other state 
contributions, matched dollar for 
dollar by DU Inc. and DU Canada, 
and then used as match for North 
American Wetlands Conservation 
Act grants.”

Participating states have con-

tributed more than $75 million 
to improve Canadian waterfowl 
habitat. A successful waterfowl 
nesting effort in Canada is in-
strumental in strong migrating 
populations in the U.S. each year.  

The state agencies recognized 
during the breakfast were: 

•    Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources for a cumula-
tive contribution of $10 million

•    Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries for a cumu-
lative contribution of $10 million

•    Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources for a cumula-
tive contribution of $5 million

•    Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission for a cumulative con-
tribution of $1 million

“This program started in 1965 
as one of the very first internation-
al public-private partnerships to 
support migratory bird conserva-
tion,” said DU Chief Conservation 
Officer Paul Schmidt. “Since the 
passage of NAWCA in 1989, this 
program has taken on added sig-
nificance as an important source of 
non-federal U.S. matching funds 
for habitat conservation projects 
in Canada, and the effort has been 
led by the Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies. This is a truly 
continental partnership that helps 
form the bedrock of the NAWMP.”

To view a complete list of 
the 2013 Wetland Conservation 
Achievement Award winners, 
please visit www.ducks.org.

Du recognizes 
contributions 

to wetlands and 
waterfowl conservation

Ducks Unlimited announced 
today the winners of the 2013 
Wetland Conservation Achieve-
ment Awards during the 78th 
annual North American Wildlife 
and Natural Resources Confer-
ence, held in Arlington, Va., at the 
Crystal Gateway Hyatt.

DU’s 2013 Wetland Conserva-
tion Achievement Awards were 
presented in six categories and 
recognized individuals who have 
made outstanding contributions 
to the conservation and restora-
tion of North America’s wetlands 
and waterfowl. DU Chief Con-
servation Officer Paul Schmidt 
presented the awards. This year’s 
winners are:

•    Senior Federal Official: 
Senator Debbie Stabenow, U.S. 
senator from Michigan

•    Federal Agency: Dr. Byron 
“Ken” Williams, U.S. Geological 
Survey, now with The Wildlife 
Society

•    State/Provincial Agency: 
Garrett Graves, State of Louisi-
ana’s Coastal Protection and Res-
toration Authority

•    Research / Technical: Dr. 
James D. Nichols, U.S. Geological 
Survey

•    Communications: John 
Pollmann, contributor to the Sioux 
Falls Argus Leader

•    Conservation / Private 
Citizen: Robert “Bob” Zorb 

“These winners are a true 
testament to hard work and de-
termination, and serve as perfect 
examples of people from various 
walks of life who have a shared 
passion for wetlands and water-
fowl conservation,” Schmidt said. 


