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with us. Mom was saying that 
we weren’t going to keep him 
and that the only reason he 
wasn’t for sale yet was that 
we wanted to make sure he 
was out of the woods.  Many 
people wanted him.  All the 
other puppies were sold and he 
was growing into quite the little 
cutie. Every time my parents 
found a buyer I would cry until 
they told the people that they 
weren’t sure he was okay yet. 

On the day all the puppies 
went home I had to work until 
noon.  I lectured my dad before 
I left.

 “Donald is not for sale, he 
better be here when I get back.” 
I said.  When I got home and I 
didn’t see Donald I burst into 
tears. My dad tried playing 
it off like they had sold my 
Donald Driver but my mom 
quickly scolded him and told 
me to look in the doggie bed,   
There he was, all snuggled up 
and adorable.

We ended up keeping him.  
He was such a doll.  He didn’t 
chew on things, he only peed 
in the house when he was mad 
at someone and he did his best 
not to bother momma Gypsie. 

Gypsie did go through a 
stage though when she re-
ally got sick of him.  They 
would play out in the yard and 
she would run so fast that he 
couldn’t keep up.  He would 
try and follow her but then she 
would turn around and run at 
him going full speed and run 
him over. He would cry his 
sad little puppy cries. It was a 
very mean thing for a mom to 

do to her baby. He would limp 
around the house for the rest 
of the day. 

    That’s when we started 
having problems with his eyes. 
I thought maybe it was just a 
cold. I know their eyes can get 
goopy when they aren’t feeling 
well. Sometimes the discharge 
would be clear, sometimes it 
would be mucus.  Many times 
his eyes were red and he could 
hardly open them,

A f -
t e r  a 
couple 
weeks 
w e 
agreed 
to take 
Donald 
to  the 
vet and 
t h a t ’ s 
when I 
know it 
was se-
r i o u s . 
The di-
agnosis 
was bilateral eutropion, a semi- 
serious eye problem where the 
eyelids roll in and the hairs 
on their eyes are constantly 
rubbing directly on their eyes.  
Often this causes severe eye 
damage.  If the condition is not 
fixed soon, blindness can occur.  

Donald want though an 
$1000.00 procedure.  Lasers cut 
out part of the eyelid so that 
the lid sat correctly on his little 
green eye balls, I was so happy 
he could see again that I didn’t 
mind that the vet bills wiped 
out my savings.

 Now that Donald could 
see he became somewhat of 
a hellion.  He ran away, and 
wanted to stop and say hello to 
everyone.  Everybody in Roch-
ester Wisconsin knew Donald.  
During walk somebody would 
call out, “Hey, there’s Donald 
Driver!

To burn off energy I took 
him swimming in the pond 
at the barn and I would take 
him out on the trails with my 
horse Chaser.  When I rode he 

would point birds and barn cats 
that hid in the tall grass. They 
were our “pretend field trials” 
and all three of us loved them. 
That’s when I know Donald 
could be an awesome hunting 
puppy.  I just needed somebody 
to help me get started.

The first time I met Donald I 
found him a typical nine month 
old puppy; exuberant and full 
of energy.  He ran the backyard 
with his mother Gypsie, disap-
peared into the marsh which 
bordered the property, and 
appeared again.  I gave Keslea 


