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Dogs & Life

“Oh the towering feeling” is 
part of the lyrics in the song “ 
On the Streets Where You Live” 
. The music is from the Musical 
“ My Fair Lady” which opened 
on Broadway in 1956. A few 
years later in Korea, as a young 
soldier, I was adjusting to life on 
the rice paddies north of Seoul. 
It was a time when new feelings 
in my life were being made each 
day. If I missed something there 
was a Company commander 
who would tell us all how we 
should feel daily.

What are feelings really? 
Feelings are emotions that 
you experience when you're 
happy,sad, angry, confused and 
more. Most of us take feelings 
for granted. New born babies 
have two the instant they are 
born, the fear of falling and of 
loud noises.

Okay.. how are you feeling 
right now? You had better as-
sess it quickly surely someone 
will be asking you soon. Most 
feeling can be categorizes as 
good or bad.

Since the stage is set to ex-
amine feelings let's take it into 
the hunting fray. Gads! What 
do we have here? Many feel-

ings we have fit nicely in this 
realm. However, there are other 
specific ones we have developed 
through participation. Some of 
these are: over and under vs 
pump or auto- loader shotguns; 
vest or a jacket;leather boots or 
rubber etc..With these selections 
in mind we may be impervious 
to our feelings. Let’s say you 
take an over and under for the 
first time into the grouse woods. 
You hit the first two that come 
up. The feeling is great, you ac-
complished two things, this is 
the gun for you and you shot 
really well!

Using the perceived feeling 
in the moment above and look-
ing back a few days later other 
things may enhance the total 
feeling. The weather was good, 
the cover was right and the dog 
pointed both birds. Now you 
have a memory feeling to lock in 
the hunting box in your mind..

You have created an ex-
perience and feeling that you 
may spend a lifetime trying to 
replicate. This is the reason we 
trek into the wilderness and 
develop a passion so great.. we 
will return.

We must respect all peo-
ple's feelings. That sounds 
good, but what if we don't 
know what they are? We will 
never know all the feelings of 
an individual. It's possible to 
glean out the ones that interest 
you. You did this when you 
found a hunting partner. He 
or she shares the same interests 
and values that you have.

Dogs have feelings, the 
Creator gave them a tail so 
they can show off! The eight to 
twelve week old pup coming 
home from the kennel has lim-
ited feelings. They have been 
living with the “ milk factory” 
and their litter mates. Recently 
they started eating food from 
a dish.

Cold and heat, along with 
light and darkness plus certain 
noises have been established. 

We need to understand that 
the hand-off has happened and 
we will shape the dogs feelings 
in the future.

This is a really important 
time. Everything we do and 
say to the pup is trying to 
be grasped. Golly the infor-
mation is being thrown at it 
from every direction. Who 
are these people? Where am 
I? Their voices are loud then 
they are soft. What does this 
mean? They look at me and 
say “ Rocky come”... then they 
scoop me up just as I start to 
squat and the next thing they 
put me down on some prickly 
stuff outside... Be patient and 
give lots of love.

The Feeling
By Loyde Childs


