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where a pensive temperament 
will serve the dog well. Burton 
Spiller wrote of an invisible 
string attached from the bird 
to the dog‚Äôs nose, pulling 
it along at exactly the same 
distance.

Seven, a grouse dog must 
have the instinct to retrieve 
and the disposition to ‚Äúhunt 
dead‚Äù indefinitely. With 
these instincts, a competent 
handler will be able to develop 
the dog into a determined find-
er of downed birds. A pup that 
will pick up and carry objects 
will retrieve. Teaching a dog 
to complete retrieves and hunt 
dead is the job of the handler. 
The instincts to do so have been 
lost in many modern, competi-
tive bloodlines. A real grouse 
dog does what it can to ensure 
that crippled birds are not lost.

These seven traits do not 
fully define what I look for in a 
grouse dog, but they are among 
the most important. My ideal 
candidate excels in three gener-
al areas: hunting ability, confor-
mation, and temperament. In 
picking a young pup from a lit-
ter at seven weeks or so, I must 

depend upon the breeding for 
hunting ability. Conformation 
can be scrutinized well enough 
to rule out undesirables and 
narrow the choice. From the re-
maining few pups, the deciding 
factor will be temperament. The 
pensive temperament that I am 
looking for can be seen in the 
pup‚Äôs daily interaction with 
its littermates. When a scuffle is 
underway, the pup I want is the 
one that will sit and observe-not 
afraid-and when it sees some 
vulnerability will enter the 
fray to gain advantage-calm, 
thoughtful, controlled.

How do you find a good 
grouse-dog? First and foremost, 
seek people who are breed-
ing real grouse-dog pups out 
of real grouse dogs, ones that 
actually hunt and produce 
birds for the gun. Ask for a 
demonstration of the sire and/
or dam, and an explanation 
of their owner‚Äôs breeding 
philosophy. Keep looking un-
til you find a situation where 
the humans involved inspire 
confidence and trust, and the 
dogs represent what your idea 
of a grouse dog is. Then, wait! 

It is most important to pick the 
proper breeder and litter. If you 
have done so, the process of 
choosing an individual pup will 
be much more certain. You may 
be best served by picking to the 
middle of the litter in size and 
temperament, ruling out the 
smallest and largest, as well as, 
the most timid and most preco-
cious. If you have found a good 
litter, this technique should 
serve you well.

Finally, raising a grouse-dog 
prospect is much like raising a 
young human athlete. Teach it 
the fundamentals of its sport, 
practice fair chase, and let the 
dog enjoy its time afield. If the 
talent is there, you and your 
pup will succeed. Great grouse 
dogs are the product of good 
genetics, good handling, and a 
lot of birds.

Weaver Reprinted with 
permission Copyrights  Coun-
trysport Press 2005

Mallards

Fax: 877-822-2927
443 Jimmy Carriker Rd, Ellerbe, NC 28339


