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ters. Proposed changes would 
stabilize deer numbers in some 
areas, potentially add a third 
zone for waterfowl and increase 
the harvest number of otters 
and bobcats.

The list of possible changes 
is available online at http://
www.iowadnr.gov/Portals/
idnr/uploads/Hunting/pro-
posed_changes2012.pdf

“These meetings are part 
of the new process instituted 
by Governor Branstad last 
year for making rules in state 
government,” said Dr. Dale 
Garner, chief of the wildlife 
bureau. “Any changes must be 
discussed with Iowa’s citizens 
who might be impacted by the 
changes. The new process helps 
ensure that rule changes serve 
the public’s wishes and do not 
unnecessarily impact Iowa’s 
economy.

“The regulation changes for 
deer would allow deer numbers 
to stabilize in areas of the state 
where numbers have been re-
duced to the department’s goal 
while still allowing hunters to 
harvest extra does in areas of 
the state where numbers need 
to be reduced,” Garner said. 
“Without these changes deer 
numbers in some areas of the 
state will continue to decline 
and Iowa will lose its stand-
ing as one of the best states for 
hunting whitetail deer. Failure 
to make these changes could 
adversely affect rural areas 
since deer hunters spend nearly 
$200 million annually.”

The proposed changes for 
the waterfowl season are due 
to a change by the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service which now al-
low states to have three zones 
and a split waterfowl season. 

“We surveyed waterfowl 
hunters twice in the past year 
and there appears to be in-
creased interest in a third 
zone,” said Garner. “We need 
to continue these discussions 
to decide if this is what hunters 
really want to see for the next 
four years.”

Meetings will be held March 
6, from 6 to 9 p.m. in the fol-
lowing cities: Ames, Burling-
ton, Carroll, Centerville, Clear 
Lake, Clinton, Council Bluffs, 
Creston, Decorah, Fort Dodge, 
Johnston, La Porte City, Mar-
shalltown, Middle Amana, 
Onawa, Ottumwa, Peosta, 
Sheldon and Spencer. Complete 
addresses along with the pro-
posed regulation changes are 
on the DNR’s website at http://
www.iowadnr.gov/Hunting.
aspx. 

For those who cannot make 
the meeting, comments can be 
sent to wildlife@dnr.iowa.gov.

 
Waterfowl Seasons Topic 

of Web Video 

A new online video pro-
vides a look at how Iowa’s duck 
and goose hunting seasons are 
set. The video lays out how 
many different factors and in-
terests are included when the 
recommendations by wildlife 
staff are made to the Iowa De-
partment of Natural Resources’ 
Natural Resource Commis-
sion, and then to interested 
parties to receive comments.  
 

The video is less than five min-
utes, and can be found on the 
Iowa DNR’s Facebook page, 
on YouTube at www.youtube.
com/iowadnr or embedded 
below. 

IDAHO
Follow regional fish 

and game managers on 
twitter

If you are an avid outdoors 
enthusiast, “twitter” is the word 
you may use to describe the rap-
id beating of your heart when 
that huge muley pops over the 
ridge or that lunker takes your 
fly line clear into the backing. 
 
But “twitter” has a new mean-
ing for sportsmen nowadays. 
That’s because the public can fol-
low Fish and Game happenings 
statewide and now in this region 
using one of the most recent 
of social media tools-Twitter. 
 
A couple of years ago, Fish 
and Game expanded its state-
wide public outreach efforts 
through the addition of its 
Facebook page and Twitter ac-
count. Both have been extreme-
ly popular with the public. 
 
Now, in an effort to bring more 
pertinent and local informa-
tion to our sportsmen, the 
southeast region is doing a 
regional pilot program with 
Twitter. Initially, regional fish-
eries manager, Dave Teuscher, 
and regional wildlife man-
ager, Toby Boudreau, will have 
Twitter accounts. These staff 
members will begin to “tweet” 
important or interesting current 
information to their followers. 
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These regional Twitter accounts 
will not decrease the use of our 
traditional media outlets like 
newspaper, TV news, radio 
and public meetings-but will 
be an expansion of our efforts. 
 
To receive “tweets” about 
regional happenings, you 
can follow Dave at IDFG-
5Fishing and Toby at IDF-
G5Wildlife. They will try to 
“tweet” at least once a week. 
 
“Our goal is to get more in-
formation out quickly and 
easily to as many interested 
people as possible,” said Toby 
Boudreau, wildlife manag-
er for the southeast region.  
 
Twitter, launched nationally in 
2006, is an Internet-based infor-
mation sharing website. It can 
be accessed using a computer or 
cell phone with internet access. 
Twitter is limited to 140 charac-
ters on any “tweet.” So the mes-
sages aren’t long, but you can 
get people enough information 
or a link to more information 
if they have further interest.  
 
Twitter works by “follow-
ing” a user-you yourself can 
even be “followed.” When 
a person follows someone 
or some organization, they 
receive a copy of everything 
that person posts on Twitter. 
Imagine finding out about an 
upcoming big game meeting 
or changes in ice conditions 
on a local reservoir through a 
simple “tweet” on your phone. 
 
So if you want to get current 

and interesting information 
from Fish and Game on a local 
level, please follow the south-
east region on Twitter. Still 
confused? Give Toby Boudreau 
or Dave Teuscher a call at the 
southeast regional Fish and 
Game office at 232-4703 for help 
getting started. 

Upland game rules book 
hot off the press

The new upland game, 
turkey and furbearer sea-
sons and rules books are 
back from the printer and 
will available later this week. 
 
The 2012-2013 & 2013-2014 
Upland Game, Furbearer and 
Turkey seasons and rules bro-
chure includes some chang-
es that affect some spring 
turkey control led hunts . 
 
The new rules books includes sev-
eral changes to turkey seasons. 
 
In the Southeast Region, gen-
eral fall turkey seasons in units 
73, 74, 75, 77 and 78 have been 
replaced with a controlled hunt 
with 150 permits. In addition, 
permit numbers were reduced 
in Unit 71:

Spring controlled hunts 
9015 and 9016 were each re-
duced to 50 permits, from 75.

Fall controlled hunts 9021 
and 9022 were each reduced to 
75 permits, from 100.

 
And hunt 9021 was short-
ened by a month to run from 
September 15 to November 

30. The season had been from 
September 15 to December 31. 
 
General fall turkey seasons in 
units 22, 23, 24, 31, 32 and 32A 
in the Southwest Region have 
been replaced with two con-
trolled hunts: one in units 22, 32 
and 32 A with 125 permits, and 
one in unit 30 with 20 permits. 
 
The application period for 
spring turkey control led 
hunts began February 1 and 
will run through March 1. 
The application fee is $6.25 
per  person for  residents 
and $14.75 for nonresidents. 
 
Hunters may apply for con-
trolled hunts at any hunting 
and fishing license vendor, Fish 
and Game office; with a credit 
card by calling 1-800-55HUNT5; 
or online at http://fishand-
game.idaho.gov. An additional 
fee is charged for telephone 
and Internet applications. 
 
If drawn a hunter must also 
purchase a turkey controlled 
hunt permit and turkey tag. 
Hunters must have a valid 2012 
Idaho hunting license to apply. 
 
Other upland game changes:

Increased the possession 
limit for upland birds and game 
species to three times the daily 
limit, up from twice the limit.

Returned the opening day 
of the chukar, gray partridge 
and quail seasons to the third 
Saturday in September. This 
year that would fall on Septem-
ber 15 and run through January 
31, 2013.
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Increased the daily bag limit 
to eight each for chukar and 
gray partridge.

Changed the opening day 
for the cottontail and snowshoe 
hare seasons to August 30 state-
wide to match forest grouse 
seasons.

 
Changes in furbearer sea-
sons  and ru les  inc lude : 
 
Panhandle:

Increase the otter quota to 
30, from 15.

Extend the otter season 15 
days to March 31 to match the 
beaver season.

 
Clearwater:

Increase the otter quota to 
20, from 15.

Convert beaver control trap-
ping permits 201 and 202 to a 
general season.

 
Southeast:

Increase the otter quota to 
15 from five.

 
Magic Valley:

Open the Lime Creek drain-
age and Basalt Creek in Camas 
County and Clover Creek in 
Gooding County to beaver 
trapping.

 
The seasons and rules also 
are available online at: http://
fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/
hunt/rules/?getPage=67.

MARYLAND
2012 Midwinter 

Waterfowl Survey 
Results Are In

 Each winter, during the first 
week of January, pilots and bi-
ologists from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the Mary-
land Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) count ducks, 
geese and swans along Mary-
land’s Chesapeake Bay shore-
line and Atlantic coast. This 
year the survey teams counted 
633,700 waterfowl, which is 
slightly lower than the number 
of waterfowl observed during 
that time last year (651,800).

“It is important to remem-
ber that the Maryland survey 
results are ultimately pooled 
with results from other states 
to provide a measure of the 
distribution and population 
size of waterfowl wintering in 
the Atlantic Flyway,” said Larry 
Hindman, DNR’s Waterfowl 
Project Leader. “The survey 
is conducted in a coordinated 
manner across the Atlantic 
Flyway to provide information 
on the population size for im-
portant waterfowl species like 
black ducks, Atlantic brant and 
tundra swans.”

Despite the unusually mild 
weather this year, the number 
of recorded waterfowl was only 
slightly lower than last winter. 
Overall, higher numbers of div-
ing ducks were counted in 2012 
(125,300) compared to last win-
ter (115,100), mainly attributed 
to larger numbers of scaup. In 
contrast, the canvasback totals 
this year (14,300) were much 

lower than last winter (46,100) 
and were the second lowest 
ever recorded. 

“The decline in canvasbacks 
was likely related to the mild 
winter weather in the eastern 
half of the United States,” said 
Hindman. “However, they did 
arrive in the Chesapeake in 
greater numbers after the sur-
vey was completed.”

Survey teams counted 
slightly fewer Canada geese 
(342,600) along bay shoreline 
habitats compared to last year 
(397,700). Mild temperatures, 
an abundance of open wa-
ter and a lack of snow in the 
northern portion of the Atlantic 
flyway caused a delay in goose 
migration and contributed to 
lower numbers of wintering 
Canada geese in Maryland. 
However, like canvasbacks, 
substantial numbers of Canada 
geese arrived in Maryland after 
the survey was done. 

The Midwinter Waterfowl 
Survey has been conducted an-
nually throughout the United 
States since the early 1950s. The 
survey provides information 
on long-term trends in water-
fowl. Maryland’s survey data 
is noted below.
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MISSOURI
Prescribed burn 

promotes wildlife 
habitat across public 

land in Ozarks
 Where there’s smoke, 

there’s fire, and there was a 
lot of smoke over more than 
4,000 acres of public land in the 
Ozarks March 26. A cooperative 
prescribed burn was used as a 
vegetation-management tool 
by the Missouri Department 
of Conservation (MDC), The 
Nature Conservancy (TNC) 
and the National Park Service 
(NPS).

According to Fire Commu-
nication and Education Special-
ist Dena Matteson of the Ozark 
National Scenic Riverways 
(ONSR), 4,010 acres of public 
land were managed by the 
landscape-sized 
burn .  Known 
landmarks in-
volved in the 
burn included 
Peck Ranch Con-
servation Area 
(CA) and Ste-
gall Mountain, 
Thorny Moun-
tain and Rocky 
Falls.

“A prescribed 
fire of this size 
mimics the area’s 
historic fire pat-
tern and reestab-
lishes habitats 
those fires cre-
ated and main-
ta ined ,”  sa id 
Preston Mabry, 
area manager at 

Peck Ranch CA.
Native Americans are 

known to have burned the 
area long ago to manage the 
land. Now, all three agencies 
have a shared history of using 
prescribed burns to manage 
vegetation and wildlife habi-
tat. The first TNC and MDC 
cooperative burn on Thorny 
Mountain occurred in 1998, but 
the two agencies have worked 
together on prescribed burns 
in Missouri for more than two 
decades. TNC has worked 
extensively with MDC in the 
prairie regions of the state at 
places such as Dunn Ranch in 
northwest Missouri and Wah’ 
Kon-Tah Prairie in southwest 
Missouri. This work has in-
cluded controlled burning, 
native seed harvest and prairie 
restoration, and wildlife work 

with prairie chickens and bison 
reintroductions.

“Working with other agen-
cies allows us to not only share 
the workload, it enables us to 
manage habitat on a landscape 
level,” Mabry said.

A larger, landscape-scale 
burn is preferred in areas wher-
ever possible because the fire 
is able to vary across the land 
with the amount and type of 
fuel loads such as leaf litter, 
grass and woody logging de-
bris. Some sections burn more 
intensely, some less and some 
not at all. The result is a mo-
saic of burned landscape that 
ensures a variety of habitats.

MDC began using the 
technique more than 30 years 
ago on Peck Ranch CA. The 
area was one of the first sites 
for landscape-sized (approxi-
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mately 1,000 acres or more) 
prescribed burns on the state’s 
diverse Ozarks terrain of forest, 
hills, valleys and glades.

On this recent, much larger 
scale burn, all three agencies 
joined to manage approxi-
mately 11 miles of fireline. Eight 
miles of fireline were within the 
boundaries of Peck Ranch CA, 
causing a temporary closure of 
the burn area to the public dur-
ing these activities.

Aerial ignition burning was 
used, according to Mabry, be-
cause it allowed area manag-
ers to safely light the fire from 
above and spread it over a 
larger area. Staff on the ground 
managed firelines that encom-
passed the area of the burn.

“These firelines are prepped 
manually with chainsaws, 
blowers and hand crews with 
the objective to move any large 
fuel away from the firelines,” 
said Mabry. “Removing stand-
ing dead trees close to 
the fireline helps keep the 
fire within our prescribed 
boundaries.”

According to Direc-
tor of Fire Management 
Blane Heuman with 
TNC, approximately 105 
acres of the Conservan-
cy’s Thorny Mountain 
nature preserve were in-
cluded in the prescribed 
burn. An additional 895 
acres of TNC and MDC 
lands adjacent to the 
larger 4,000-acre burn 
were already successfully 
burned over the winter 
months. That burn on 
the southwest face of 

Thorny Mountain was complet-
ed under the direction of a TNC 
“Burn Boss” and staffed with 
experienced teams from TNC’s 
fire program in Arkansas, from 
MDC and from the NPS.

“This area of black, already 
burned leaf litter and grass 
fuels served as the northeast 
boundary of the larger planned 
burn on Monday, improving 
the safety of the larger fire op-
eration,” Heuman said.

According to Acting Super-
intendent of ONSR Bill Black, 
maintaining healthy fire-de-
pendent glades and woodlands 
is essential for stabilizing wild-
life populations that depend on 
these habitats, and will improve 
the public’s opportunity to en-
joy a wide variety of wildlife.

“The NPS is proud to work 
in cooperation with Missouri 
Department of Conservation 
and The Nature Conservancy in 
order to maximize safety and ef-

ficiency while accomplishing a 
project of this magnitude,” said 
Black. “In addition, prescribed 
burning will help reduce the ac-
cumulation of hazardous fuels 
and therefore reduce the likeli-
hood of a catastrophic wildfire 
in the future.”

Waterfowl say it’s spring 
as they head north

 A bonanza for wildlife 
watchers is at hand as hundreds 
of thousands of snow geese and 
other waterfowl are stopping 
at wetlands and lakes as they 
head north to summer breeding 
grounds.

“We’re right in the peak of 
the snow goose migration,” 
said Andy Raedeke, a water-
fowl biologist for the Missouri 
Department of Conservation 
(MDC).

Snow goose numbers at the 
Squaw Creek National Wildlife 

“Courtesy Missouri Department of Conservation”
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Refuge near Mound City in-
creased from 173,000 on Feb. 21 
to almost 800,000 on Feb. 28, ac-
cording to the refuge’s weekly 
waterfowl counts.

Besides the refuge, migrat-
ing geese and ducks, shorebirds 
and songbirds can be seen at 
MDC conservation areas. The 
Cooley Lake Conservation Area 
in Clay County and the Little 
Bean Marsh Conservation Area 
in Platte County are within the 
Kansas City metro area. But 
wetlands in the rural areas of 
northwest and west central 
Missouri also attract migrants, 
such as the Nodaway Valley 
Conservation Area in Holt and 
Andrew counties, or the Four 
Rivers Conservation Area in 
Bates and Vernon counties.

Visit the mdc.mo.gov website 
for locations, directions and de-
scriptions of conservation areas.

Geese are among the first 
birds to head north once the 
days lengthen and a warming 
period arrives, Raedeke said. 
Ducks, shorebirds and song-
birds will follow with the peak 
times to see migrating wetland 
birds from now into April.

The snow geese usually 
head north during a February 
warm up, he said. But the snow 
and bitter cold that lingered this 
winter delayed the peak snow 
goose migration to early March. 
It’s warming up now though 
and waterfowl are on the move.

“Right now is a good time 
to watch spring migration,” 
Raedeke said. “Sometimes I like 
to go to the marsh and put out 
some decoys, because it’s just 
fun to watch the ducks.”

MONTANA
Montana Fish, Wildlife & 

Parks’ Upland Game Bird En-
hancement Program’s citizen 
advisory council will meet in 
Miles City April 16-17 at FWP’s 
Region 7 headquarters, 352 I-94 
Business Loop, beginning at 
12:30 p.m. April 16.

During its first tour of 
southeastern Montana, coun-
cil members will tour habitat 
projects and sage grouse and 
sharp-tailed grouse leks.

“Prairie grouse and wild 
turkey in the southeast portion 
of the state are – to varying 
degrees – situated within a 
landscape of rangeland, cattle, 
energy exploration and produc-
tion,” said Joe Perry, council 
chair. “It is especially important 
for the council to visit this area 
because of its unique game bird 
habitat needs and management 
challenges.”

Last year the advisory coun-
cil submitted recommendations 
to the FWP Commission on a 
long-range strategic plan for 
FWP’s Upland Game Bird En-
hancement Program. The com-
mission accepted the strategic 
plan and now the advisory 
council is focused on support-
ing its implementation.

The meeting is open to 
the public and comments are 
welcome during the comment 
period set on the agenda. Go to 
the FWP website at fwp.mt.gov 
and click Upland Game Bird 
Council for meeting details.

For more information, contact 
Debbie Hohler at: 406-444-5674, 
or by e-mail: dhohler@mt.gov. 

NEBRASKA
Burchard WMA to Close for 

Improvements March 28
Public access to Burchard 

Wildlife Management Area in 
Pawnee County will be closed 
for construction beginning 
March 28, according to the Ne-
braska Game and Parks Com-
mission.

The reservoir will be drawn 
down to repair the damaged 
outlet structure while protect-
ing the quality fishery. Work 
also will be done to improve 
boat and angler access and en-
hance aquatic habitat during 
the project. The goal for com-
pletion of the project is spring 
of 2013. Project updates will be 
released periodically. 

NORTH DAKOTA
Spring Snow Goose 

Hotline, Website Provide 
Migration Updates
North Dakota spring light 

goose hunters can track general 
locations of geese as birds make 
their way through the state 
during the upcoming spring 
season.

Hunters are able to call 
(701) 328-3697 to hear recorded 
information 24 hours a day. Mi-
gration reports are also posted 
on the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department website, 
gf.nd.gov. Updates will be pro-
vided periodically during the 
week as migration events occur, 
until the season ends or geese 
have left the state.

Availability of food and 
open water dictate when snow 
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geese arrive in the state. Early 
migrants generally start show-
ing up in the southeast part of 
the state in mid-to-late March, 
but huntable numbers usually 
aren’t around until the end of 
March or early April. If this 
winter’s mild weather condi-
tions continue, light geese 
could arrive earlier than nor-
mal. However, movements 
into and through the state will 
depend on available roosting 
areas and the extent of the snow 
line.

North Dakota’s spring light 
goose season opens Feb. 18 
and continues through May 6. 
Season information, including 
licensing requirements and 
regulations, are also available 
by accessing the Game and Fish 
website.

Spring Light Goose 
Licenses Available

Light goose hunters plan-
ning to hunt during North 
Dakota’s spring season can 
purchase a license online at the 
state Game and Fish Depart-
ment’s website. The season 
opens Feb. 18 and continues 
through May 6.

Residents can hunt during 
the spring season by having 
last fall’s 2011-12 bird licenses. 
Otherwise, hunters will need 
to purchase either a 2012-13 
combination license; or a small 
game, and general game and 
habitat license.

Nonresidents, regardless of 
age, need a 2012 spring light 
goose season license. The cost 
is $50 and the license is good 

statewide. Nonresidents who 
hunt the spring season remain 
eligible to buy a fall season li-
cense. The spring season does 
not count against the 14-day 
fall hunting season regulation.

A federal duck stamp is not 
required for either residents or 
nonresidents.

Licenses are available only 
from the Game and Fish De-
partment’s Bismarck office, 
the department’s website at 
gf.nd.gov, or by calling (800) 
406-6409.

Availability of food and 
open water dictate when snow 
geese arrive in the state. Early 
migrants generally start show-
ing up in the southeast part of 
the state in mid-to-late March, 
but huntable numbers usually 
aren’t around until the end of 
March or early April. If this 
winter’s mild weather condi-
tions continue, light geese 
could arrive earlier than nor-
mal. However, movements 
into and through the state will 
depend on available roosting 
areas and the extent of the snow 
line.

Hunters must obtain a new 
Harvest Information Program 
registration number before 
venturing out into the field. The 
HIP number can be obtained 
online or by calling (888) 634-
4798. The HIP number is good 
for the fall season as well, so 
spring hunters should save it 
to record on their fall license.

The Game and Fish Depart-
ment will provide hunters with 
migration updates once geese 
have entered the state. Hunt-
ers can access the department’s 

website, or call (701) 328-3697, 
to receive generalized loca-
tions of bird sightings in North 
Dakota until the season ends 
or geese have left the state. Mi-
gration reports will be updated 
periodically during the week.

The spring season is only 
open to light geese – snows, 
blues, and Ross’s. Species iden-
tification is important because 
white-fronted and Canada 
geese travel with light geese. 
The season is closed to white-
fronts, Canada geese, swans 
and all other migratory birds.

The statewide season is 
open through May 6. Shooting 
hours are 30 minutes before 
sunrise to 30 minutes after sun-
set. There is no daily bag limit 
or possession limit. Electronic 
and recorded calls, as well as 
shotguns capable of holding 
more than three shells, may be 
used to take light geese during 
this season.

There are no waterfowl 
rest areas designated for the 
spring season. Hunters should 
note that private land within 
waterfowl rest areas closed 
last fall may be posted closed 
to hunting.

Nontoxic shot is required 
for hunting all light geese state-
wide. Driving off established 
roads and trails is strongly 
discouraged during this hunt 
because of the likelihood of soft, 
muddy conditions, and winter 
wheat that is planted across the 
state.

To maintain good land-
owner relations, hunters are 
advised to seek permission be-
fore hunting on private lands or 
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attempting any off-road travel 
during this season. Sprouted 
winter wheat is considered an 
unharvested crop. Therefore, 
hunting oroff-road travel in 
winter wheat is not legal with-
out landowner permission.

All regular hunting sea-
son regulations not addressed 
above apply to the spring sea-
son. For more information on 
regulations refer to the 2012 
Spring Light Goose Hunting 
Regulations and the 2011 North 
Dakota Waterfowl Hunting 
Guide. 

New CRP General Sign-
up, Initiatives Provide 

Opportunities
Producers interested in sub-

mitting bids to enroll land in 
Conservation Reserve Program 
acres have a deadline of April 6. 

Kevin Kading, North Dako-
ta Game and Fish Department 
private land section leader, said 
applications received during 
the current sign-up period are 
ranked against others accord-
ing to the Environmental Ben-
efit Index.

“Producers can receive as-
sistance from private land bi-
ologists with the Game and Fish 
Department, Ducks Unlimited 
and Pheasants Forever,” Kad-
ing said. “Private land biolo-
gists can help producers find 
the best possible combination 
of factors that will positively 
influence their EBI score, and 
increase their likelihood of be-
ing accepted into the program.”

The Game and Fish Depart-
ment also offers additional 

incentives and cost-share if 
producers enroll their CRP 
acres into the department’s 
Private Land Open To Sports-
men program to allow walk-in 
access for hunting. “This is an 
option producers should keep 
in mind when applying for the 
CRP,” Kading said.

Expired CRP acres, and land 
currently enrolled in CRP with 
an expiration date of Sept. 30, 
2012 are eligible. In addition, 
landowners may also offer 
new acreage into this sign-up 
if cropping history and other 
eligibility requirements are met.

In addition, U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture secretary 
Tom Vilsack announced on 
March 2 a new CRP initiative 
that allows producers nation-
wide to enroll up to 1 million 
acres of land in a new CRP 
initiative to restore grasslands, 
wetlands and wildlife. This 
new allocation of acres will 
be available through a con-
tinuous sign-up rather than a 
general signup. North Dakota 
has not yet received its alloca-
tion of acres for this initiative, 
but information will soon be 
available through local county 
USDA Farm Service Agency 
offices.

Producers can contact any 
of the following biologists for 
more information about the 
general sign-up or the new 
CRP initiative, or attend a local 
workshop listed below. Infor-
mation on how producers can 
maximize their EBI score is also 
available on the Game and Fish 
website, gf.nd.gov.

 

NDGF Private Land 
Biologists

· Ty Dressler, Dickinson 
– 227-7431 (Stark, Hettinger, 
Adams, Slope, Bowman)

· Levi Jacobson, Bismarck – 
328-6647 (Burleigh, Emmons, 
Kidder, Oliver)

· Nate Harling, Devils Lake 
– 662-3617 (Bottineau, Rolette, 
Towner, Cavalier, Ramsey, 
Pembina, Walsh, Grand Forks, 
Nelson)

· Todd Buckley, Williston 
– 774-4320 (Divide, Burke, Wil-
liams, Mountrail, McKenzie)

· Terry Oswald, Jr., Lonetree 
– 324-2211 (Sheridan, Wells, 
Eddy, Foster, Benson, Pierce)

· Renae Heinle, Jamestown 
– 253-6480 (Stutsman, Barnes, 
Lamoure, Dickey, Sargent, 
Griggs, Cass, Richland, Ran-
som, Steele, Traill, McIntosh, 
Logan)

· Ryan Huber, Riverdale 
– 654-7475 (McLean, Mercer, 
McHenry, Ward, Renville)

· Kory Richardson, Lake Ilo 
NWR – 548-8110 (Dunn, Bill-
ings, Golden Valley) 

· Jon Roaldson, Bismarck – 
328-6308 (Grant, Morton and 
Sioux)

Pheasants Forever Farm Bill 
Biologists

· Rachel Bush, Jamestown 
– 252-2521 ext. 129 (Stutsman, 
Barnes, LaMoure)

· Matthew Flintrop, Dickin-
son – 225-3811 ext. 118 (Stark, 
Hettinger, Billings and other 
western counties)
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· Matt Olson, Forman – 724-

3247 ext. 114 (Sargent, Richland, 
Ransom, Dickey)

· Jaden Honeyman, Hettinger 
– 567-2661 ext. 113 (Adams, Bow-
man, Slope and other western 
counties)

· Andrew Ahrens, Devils Lake 
- 701-662-7967 (Ramsey, Benson, 
Nelson)

Ducks Unlimited Conserva-
tion Program Biologists

· Matthew Shappell, Napoleon 
– 754-2234 ext. 3 (McIntosh, Logan, 
Kidder)

· Vacant, Turtle Lake – 448-2377 
(McLean, Burleigh, Sheridan) 

Pheasants Forever CRP Land-
owner Workshops

· March 14 – Streeter, Friends 
Bar and Grill, 2 p.m.

· March 15 – Spiritwood, Spir-
itwood Bar, 2 p.m.

· March 15 – Pingree, Pingree 
Café, 10 a.m.

· March 19 – Dickinson, Elks 
Lodge, 11:30 a.m.

· March 20 – Mott, Pheasant 
Café and Lodge, 11:30 a.m.

· March 26 – Dickinson, Elks 
Lodge, 11:30 a.m.

· March 26 – Hettinger, Het-
tinger Research Extension Center, 
1 p.m.

· March 27 – Mott, Pheasant 
Café and Lodge, 11:30 a.m.

 
Youth Grant Program 

Recruits Young Hunters
Wildlife, shooting, civic 

and fraternal organizations are 
encouraged to submit an ap-
plication for the Encouraging 
Tomorrow’s Hunters program, 
a grant program developed 
to assist in recruitment of the 

next generation of hunters and 
shooters.

Grant funds will help cover 
event expenses, including pro-
motional printing; event mem-
orabilia such as shirts, caps or 
vests; ammunition and targets, 
and eye and ear protection.

Past funding has enabled 
several groups to conduct 
youth pheasant and waterfowl 
hunts, while others have spon-
sored trap and other shooting 
events, including archery and 
rifle shooting.

Any club or organization in-
terested in conducting a youth 
hunting or shooting event can 
get more information, includ-
ing a grant application, from 
North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department outreach biologist 
Pat Lothspeich at (701) 328-
6332.

The deadline to apply for a 
2012 grant is April 21.

WASHINGTON
Commission will 

consider adopting new 
hunting rules 

The Washington Fish and 
Wildlife Commission is sched-
uled to take action on more than a 
dozen proposed changes in hunt-
ing rules for the 2012-14 seasons 
at a public meeting April 13-14 in 
Olympia. 

New rules proposed for adop-
tion range from allowing water-
fowl hunters to use electronic 
decoys to one that would add a 
day to western Washington elk 
seasons. 

The commission, a nine-mem-
ber citizen panel appointed by 

the governor to set policy for the 
Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (WDFW), will convene at 
8:30 a.m. both days in room 172 of 
the Natural Resources Building on 
the Capitol Campus, 1111 Washing-
ton St. in Olympia. 

The proposed hunting rules, 
posted online at http://bit.ly/
qZ6EMZ, were developed after a 
series of public meetings and on-
line surveys that began last sum-
mer. The commission was briefed 
on the proposed rule changes 
and heard public comments at 
its March 9-10 meeting in Moses 
Lake. 

In other business, the com-
mission will consider adopting a 
draft statement designed to guide 
WDFW’s implementation of the 
state’s wolf plan and will receive 
a briefing on legal aspects of the 
species’ protected status in Wash-
ington state. 

In addition, the commission 
will consider approving a re-
quest by WDFW to purchase 
1,144 acres along Asotin Creek in 
Asotin County and 49 acres on the 
Methow River in Okanogan Coun-
ty to maintain habitat for fish and 
wildlife. Both properties support 
salmon and bulltrout populations 
listed for protection under federal 
endangered species laws. 

An agenda for the April 13-
14 meeting is available on the 
commission’s website at http://
wdfw.wa.gov/commission/meet-
ings/2012/. 
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WISCONSIN
Program to increase 
lands for hunting, 

fishing and trapping 
enrolls 30,000 acres 
Voluntary Public Access 

program to expands into 12 
new counties

MADISON – Since becom-
ing available in August 2011, 
Wisconsin landowners have en-
rolled more than 30,000 acres in 
a program intended to increase 
the amount of land available for 
public hunting, fishing, trap-
ping, and wildlife observation. 
Now the state is expanding 
the program into 12 additional 
Wisconsin counties.

The Voluntary Public Access 
program provides incentive 
payments to private landown-
ers who voluntarily open up 
their land for public access. 
Grassland, wetland, forestland, 
and in some cases, agriculture 
land, are eligible. Land enrolled 
in conservation programs such 
as the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP), State Acres for 
Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE), 
Wetlands Reserve Program 
(WRP), and Managed Forest 
Law (MFL) may also be eligible 
under VPA.

“We are excited to expand 
into additional counties,” said 
Melissa Keenan, who coordi-
nates the program for the De-
partment of Natural Resources. 
“The expansion gives private 
landowners the opportunity to 
earn additional income by leas-
ing their land public access.”

The program is being ex-
panded into Columbia, Sauk, 

Juneau, Adams, Waushara, 
Marquette, Green Lake, Ke-
waunee, Jackson, Clark, Polk 
and Barron counties.

Funding for the Voluntary 
Public Access program was au-
thorized under the 2008 Farm 
Bill and Wisconsin received $1.9 
million to implement it. Annual 
payment rates are based on the 
type of land (agriculture land at 
$3 per acre, grassland/wetland 
at $10 per acre, and forest land 
at $15 per acre). Lease lengths 
are up to two and a half years. 
An upfront lump sum payment 
would be made at the begin-
ning of the contract. Priority 
will be given parcels greater 
than 40 acres in size with at 
least 25 percent usable cover 
and that are located near prop-
erties currently open to public 
hunting and/or fishing.

Under state statutes, land-
owners are generally immune 
from liability for injuries re-
ceived by individuals recreat-
ing on their lands. Also, the 
department agrees to provide 
compensation for damages to 
property or crops that occur as 
a result of opening the land to 
public access. For more infor-
mation about the program or 
to find VPA properties open to 
public access, visit dnr.wi.gov 
and search “VPA.” 

FOR MORE INFORMA-
TION CONTACT: Melissa 
Keenan - 608-266-5560 or Bill 
Cosh 608-2642773

WYOMING
Sage Grouse Hunting 
Regulation Comment 

Period Extended 
to April 24

The public comment peri-
od on the proposed 2012 sage 
grouse season regulation has 
been extended to April  24. 
 
The Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department is proposing a Sept. 
15-30 sage grouse season, with 
a daily limit of two birds and 
a possession limit of four. The 
department is also proposing to 
close the season in area 4 in north-
east Wyoming, which includes 
Sheridan, Johnson and Campbell 
counties and the western portions 
of Crook and Weston counties. 
 
“Because proposing to close the 
sage grouse hunting season in 
northeast Wyoming is gener-
ating an increased number of 
public comments, we are extend-
ing the sage grouse comment 
period to make sure the public 
has ample time to review the 
hunting regulation and provide 
comment,” said Scott Edberg, 
assistant chief game warden. 
 
To comment on the proposed 2012 
sage grouse season regulation, 
send your written comments to: 
 


