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News from the Enemy Camps & the Good Guys

NSSF Releases iPhone 
App

‘WHERE2SHOOT’ 
FINDS SHOOTING 

RANGES NEAR YOU . . . 
NSSF today announced the 

launch of “Where2Shoot,” a 
mobile app now available for 
the iPhone and iPod Touch. 

The app -- available for free 
in the iTunes App Store -- puts 
North America’s most compre-
hensive directory of shooting 
ranges in the palm of your 
hand. It also includes video tips 
for shooters, news and firearm 
safety information. 

W h e r e 2 S h o o t 
gives users the ability 
to search for ranges 
near their current lo-
cation as well as by 
zip code and state. It 
also provides specif-
ics about each range, 
including shooting 
activities offered, ac-
cessibility and contact 
information. 

The app is mod-
eled after NSSF’s pop-
ular WhereToShoot.
org website and is up-
dated frequently with 
range information in 
every U.S. state and 
Canadian province. 
New tips for hunters 
and shooters are also 

    RUGER BACKLOG 
LATEST EVIDENCE OF 
STRONG INDUSTRY 

SALES . . . 
Sturm, Ruger & Co. 

(NYSE:RGR) announced 
Wednesday that it received 
orders for more than one 
million units in the first 
quarter and that the com-

pany has temporarily sus-
pended the acceptance of 
new orders. The announce-
ment sent Ruger shares 
up about 13 percent in 
trading Thursday, while 
shares of Smith & Wesson 
(NASDAQ:SWHC) rose 
about 11 percent. Read 
more from The Wall Street 
Journal's MarketWatch.

    FIREARMS 
RETAILER EDUCATION 

SEMINARS BEGIN 
APRIL 10 IN S.C. . . . 
NSSF will kick off a 

nationwide series of Fire-
arms Retailer Education 
Seminars on April 10 in 
West Columbia, S.C. The 
seminars will provide fed-
erally licensed firearms 
retailers (FFLs) with guid-
ance and education on 
the rules and regulations 
governing the sale and 
transfer of firearms. The 
free seminars are only for 
FFLs and their employees. 
Those FFLs interested in 
attending may register by 
contacting Cathy Walker 
at 203-426-1320 or email-
ing cwalker@nssf.org or 
registering online at nssf.
org/retailers/seminars. 
For more information, read 
NSSF's press release.

added regularly. Click here or 
scan the QR code above with 
your device to learn more and 
to download the app.
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SANETTI VIDEO 
INTERVIEW ON 

INTERNATIONAL GUN 
CONTROL 

 At the World Forum on 
the Future of Sport Shoot-
ing Activities meeting in 
Nuremberg, Germany, 
NSSF President and CEO 
Steve Sanetti said in an 
NRA News interview that 
the U.S. serves as a shining 
example to other countries 
for the way it values and 
protects firearm ownership 
rights. He discussed how 
NSSF, the World Forum 
on the Future of Shooting 
Sports Activities and other 
groups are participating 
in United Nations Small 
Arms Treaty negotiations 
in order to prevent inter-
national gun control.

FOX NEWS: ‘GUN 
SALES EXPLODE AS 
ELECTION LOOMS’ 
 “Sales of handguns and 

ammunition are booming 
across the country, and 
retailers say it’s all about 
the November election,” 
begins a FoxNews.com re-
port. The network talked to 
firearms retailers and oth-
ers about the recent spike 
in firearm sales.

NSSF 
CONGRESSIONAL FLY-

IN APRIL 18-19 . 
Officials from NSSF and 

executives from the Foun-
dation’s Voting Member 
companies will travel to 
Washington, D.C., April 
18-19 to meet with key law-
makers and help advance 
the industry’s federal legis-
lative priorities. Participa-
tion in the Fly-In is a Voting 
Member benefit. All Vot-
ing Members are strongly 
encouraged to attend this 
key government relations 
effort. This year’s Fly-In 
will be held at the Hyatt 
Regency Washington on 
Capitol Hill. If you are in-
terested in attending and 
receiving additional details 
as they become available, 
please contact mswarts@
nssf.org.

NSSF INDOOR RANGE 
AND DEVELOPMENT 
WORKSHOP SET FOR 

JUNE
Anyone who has ever thought 

of opening an indoor shoot-
ing range/retail business 
should take advantage 
of the Indoor Range and 
Retail Development Work-
shop being presented by 
the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation June 

18-21 in St. Louis, Mo. The 
workshop will feature pro-
fessionals with years of ex-
perience in the retail, man-
ufacturing and distributing 
segments of industry who 
will lead discussions on a 
variety of topics and help 
answer questions such as 
Where do I get started? To 
whom should I talk? How 
much does it cost? What 
rules and regulations do I 
need to follow? Learn more 
and register today at nssf.
org/ranges

APPRENTICE 
HUNTING LICENSE 
SALES TOP THREE-
QUARTER MILLION 
New research shows 

the vast impact that the 
Families Afield program 
is having across the coun-
try. In all, 782,604 appren-
tice hunting licenses have 
been sold with a signifi-
cant portion of those be-
ing adults in 2011. The 
Families Afield partners, 
who include NSSF, the 
U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 
and National Wild Turkey 
Federation along with the 
National Rifle Association 
and Congressional Sports-
men’s Foundation, have 
worked to pass Families 
Afield bills in 32 states. 
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Apprentice licenses, the 
hallmark of the Families 
Afield program, allow an 
experienced hunter to take 
a newcomer hunting under 
close supervision prior to 
the completion of a hunter 
education course. And, for 
the first time, data was col-
lected on the age range of 
apprentice license buyers. 
In the states that were able 
to breakout license buyers 
by age, more than one third 
of all apprentice buyers 
were adults.

NSSF RESPONDS 
TO PETA’S LATEST 

MISGUIDED BARBS 
 When attention was 

called to photos on the In-
ternet of Donald Trump’s 
sons posing with African 
game animals they har-
vested on safari, the New 
York Daily News and other 
media reported comments 
from the People for Ethi-
cal Treatment of Animals 
(PETA) demeaning the 
hunters’ accomplishments. 
NSSF responded in a blog 
entry with experts’ opin-
ions on why hunting is 
necessary for Africans, 
wildlife and habitat.

Hunting Heritage Trust/
NSSF® Study: Youth 
Who Hunt and Shoot 

Can Positively Influence 
Peers

The more familiar youth 
are with individuals their 
own age who hunt and tar-
get shoot, the more likely 
they will be to support and 
participate in these activi-
ties.

This key finding and 
others come from a major 
new research project com-

missioned by the Hunting 
Heritage Trust and Nation-
al Shooting Sports Foun-
dation® to determine the 
impact of peer influence 
on youth participation in 
hunting and the shooting 
sports.

Results from the project 
were presented at the 77th 
North American Wildlife 
and Natural Resources 
Conference this week in 
Atlanta.
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“This study shows us 
that today’s youth that hunt 
and target shoot are impor-
tant role models to other 
youth that have yet to par-
ticipate in these activities. 
What they say about hunt-
ing and shooting and how 
they conduct themselves 
reflect on those activities 
and can have an effect on 
whether their peers will 
participate in them,” said 
Jim Curcuruto, NSSF’s di-
rector of industry research 
and analysis.

“The findings of this 
report are helping us bet-
ter understand the impact 
of youth peer influence 
at a time when youth no 
longer participate in hunt-
ing and target shooting as 
much as they once did,” 
said Bob Delfay, president 
of the Hunting Heritage 
Trust. “The study is timely 
because we see that many 
opportunities exist to posi-
tively affect youth attitudes 
toward the shooting sports.”

Responsive Manage-
ment, the well-known pub-
lic opinion researchers in the 
fields of conservation, hunt-
ing and target shooting, 
conducted the research in 
January using focus groups 
and a nationwide scientific 
telephone survey of youth 
ages 8 to 17 years old.

“At these ages, youth 
are developing potentially 
life-long perceptions of 
other people. Youth hunters 
and target shooters are role 
models for these activities, 
and it is extremely impor-
tant that they know this 
and present themselves in a 
manner that will positively 
affect their peers,” said 
Mark Damian Duda, Execu-
tive Director of Responsive 
Management.

The study also revealed 
that youth have a curi-
osity about the shooting 
sports and an eagerness 
to learn more about them. 
Non-participants said they 
would accept an invitation 
to try target shooting and 
hunting. When the percent-
ages from the study were 
applied to U.S. population 
estimates, the report found 
that more than 23 million 
youth ages 8 to 17 would 
be likely to hunt if invited 
in the next 12 months, and 
more than 27 million youth 
would be likely to target 
shoot if invited during that 
period.

“The most important ob-
ligation for youth hunting 
and shooting ambassadors 
is to invite their friends to 
go hunting and shooting,” 
the report said.

Not surprisingly, the 
study noted that commu-
nication among peers via 
social media had potential 
to have a positive effect on 
attitudes. The study noted, 
“Youth are uniquely posi-
tioned to take advantage 
of the most prominent and 
effective means of social 
media” and that sponsor-
ing organizations should 
encourage the use of these 
and other communications 
tools.

Participation in the 
shooting sports should not 
be all about the activities 
themselves but also about 
socializing, meeting new 
friends and having a fun 
time, according to the re-
port. In this way, the shoot-
ing sports are not unlike 
any other sport or group 
activity.

The report noted that 
youth react favorably to op-
portunities to try something 
new, which is good news 
for the traditional activi-
ties of target shooting and 
hunting.
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State News

COLORADO
Prairie-chicken flights 

planned in SE Colorado
 

Biologists with Western Eco-
System Technology, Inc. (WEST, 
Inc.) are working with Colora-
do Parks and Wildlife and four 
other state wildlife agencies 
to conduct low-elevation heli-
copter flights that will develop 
a range-wide, multi-state esti-
mate of lesser prairie-chicken 
populations. The surveys are 
part of a collaborative effort by 
Colorado, Oklahoma, Kansas, 
New Mexico and Texas to keep 
the lesser prairie-chicken off the 
federal Endangered Species List.  
“While Colorado has only 
a small portion of the lesser 
prairie-chicken range, we un-
derstand the key role that we 
play in assessing the bird’s 
overall health,” said Mike King, 
Director of the Colorado De-
partment of Natural Resources. 
“Our goal is to make sure that 
sufficient data exists to work 
with local partners and re-
cover these birds. By working 
with private landowners and 
communities, we can recover 
the birds and try to prevent 
the need for a federal listing.” 
 Local landowners in Baca, 
Prowers, Cheyenne and Kiowa 
counties are advised that low-
elevation helicopter flights 
may occur between Sunday, 
April 1 and Saturday, April 7.  
“Helicopter flights have proven 

an efficient means to survey 
large areas for this type of pop-
ulation estimate,” said Brian 
Dreher, Senior Terrestrial Biolo-
gist for the southeast region of 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife. 
“The work should be quick 
and landowners shouldn’t 
experience any disruption 
to their regular activities.” 
 While Colorado’s survey 
work is limited to small areas 
of the four counties, crews 
are also working to survey 
much of the entire state of 
Kansas and large portions of 
Oklahoma. Those states are 
home to the core populations 
of the lesser prairie-chicken. 
The lesser prairie-chicken 
(Tympanuchus pallidicintus) 
is a prairie grouse species that 
is found in the sandy, short 
grass, prairie regions of Kansas, 
Oklahoma, New Mexico, Texas 
and Colorado. It is slightly 
smaller than its cousin, the 
greater prairie-chicken. Like 
sage-grouse, both species of 
prairie-chicken are known and 
popular among birders for their 
elaborate dancing and drum-
ming behavior around breeding 
areas, commonly called leks. 
The bird is listed by the state 
of Colorado as a threatened 
species and is a candidate spe-
cies for federal listing under 
the Endangered Species Act. 
Landowners with questions 
about the birds or the flights can 
contact Travis Black, Area Wild-
life Manager for Colorado Parks 

and Wildlife in Lamar at 719-
336-6600 or Brian Dreher, Senior 
Terrestrial Biologist for Colora-
do Parks and Wildlife in Colo-
rado Springs at 719-227-5220.  
Additional information about 
lesser prairie-chickens can be 
found online at http://wild-
life.state.co.us/WildlifeSpe-
cies/Profiles/Birds/Pages/
LesserPrairieChicken.aspx. 

GEORGIA
Georgia DNR Accepting 

Public Comment on 
Grant to Increase Public 

Access
Expanding and enhanc-

ing public access to Wildlife 
Management areas is a priority 
for the Georgia Department of 
Natural Resources, Wildlife 
Resources Division (WRD). A 
grant received by WRD will as-
sist with this priority, but first 
the agency is seeking public 
comment for a required envi-
ronmental assessment prior to 
the funds being awarded. 

The grant is through the Vol-
untary Public Access-Habitat 
Incentive Program of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Farm Service Agency. Using 
the existing Wildlife Manage-
ment Area (WMA) program as 
a model, WRD’s grant proposal 
will provide new public hunt-
ing and fishing opportunities 
through participating landown-
ers. 

“Our goal is to enroll an 
additional 15,000 WMA acres 
as well as add 1,000 to 1,200 
acres of dove fields,” says 
Alex Coley, assistant chief of 
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Game Management. “Partici-
pating landowners will benefit 
from improved wildlife habitat 
through technical guidance, 
management recommendations 
and habitat development from 
WRD personnel.” 

The state currently leases 
more than 120,000 acres of 
WMAs and dove fields for the 
current public access program. 
This grant would expand this 
acreage by providing more 
than $300,000 for the next three 
years. 

Also allowable may be rec-
reational activities that are 
compatible with hunting and 
fishing. These include bird 
watching, hiking, nature ob-
servation and canoeing as well 
as possibly mountain biking 
and horseback riding. These 
activities will be negotiated 
in the individual landowner 
agreements. 

Wildlife Resources will 
evaluate potential lands for 
appropriate habitat and acces-
sibility. These lands will receive 
promotion in the official Geor-
gia Hunting Seasons & Regula-
tions guide and through media 
outreach. 

A portion of the grant pro-
vides coordination for private 
landowners to offer public 
hunting, fishing and other out-
door recreation opportunities 
on their land -- without being 
added to the WMA system. 
These public offerings could be 
targeted to specific groups such 
as youth, people with disabili-
ties, or other special audiences, 
as directed by the donor or the 
agency. 

WRD conducted a Pro-
grammatic Environmental As-
sessment (PEA) as part of the 
grant process. The public is 
encouraged to review the PEA 
and the full proposal, then 
provide comments. Comments 
will be accepted through April 
14, 2012. 

You can find the proposal, 
PEA and how to comment at 
www.georgiawildlife.com/
node/2892 . 

Woodlawn Elementary 
Wins Georgia-NASP 

Regional #4
Woodlawn Elementary 

School, the defending national 
champions in the elementary 
division, took top shooting hon-
ors at the fourth of five regional 
archery tournaments Saturday 
in Chatsworth. 

Woodlawn Elementary shot 
a team score of 3,263, topping 
seven other competing schools 
for the overall highest-scoring 
team honors at Georgia-NASP 
Regional No. 4 at Woodlawn 
Elementary School. 

Woodlawn captured the 
elementary division title to 
automatically qualify for the 
6th annual Georgia-NASP State 
Tournament March 21 at the 
Georgia National Fairgrounds 
in Perry. 

Woodlawn’s Alyssa Laviana 
took home highest-scoring fe-
male honors with a score of 285 
(out of 300). Morgan County 
Middle School’s Jackson Mitch-
ell won the highest-scoring 
male award with a score of 281. 

Bagley Middle School in 

Chatsworth was the middle 
school division champion with 
a team score of 3,193, just beat-
ing out Morgan County Middle 
School’s 3,125. Southeast Whit-
field High School won the 
high school team division with 
a 2,646. Bagley Middle and 
Southeast Whitfield received 
an automatic bid to the state 
tournament in March. 

Other top shooters included: 
Woodlawn Elementary, Tucker 
Hemphill (280, top elementary 
school male); Bagley Middle, 
Haley Bagley (282, top middle 
school female); Southeast Whit-
field High, Alley Pilcher (222, 
top high school female); South-
east Whitfield, Matt Cloer (246, 
top high school male). 

More than 170 students in 
elementary, middle and high 
school competed at Regional 
No. 4. Schools that did not win 
an automatic berth to state 
at the regional tournament 
can still be selected as a high-
scoring wildcard team after 
the final regional tournament 
is completed in late February.  
 
M O R E  A B O U T  N A S P 
 
The National Archery in the 
Schools Program is an in-school 
archery curriculum that meets 
all education department stan-
dards. Only schools that are 
certified in NASP through the 
Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources are qualified to com-
pete in the Georgia Tournament. 
Schools in nearly 80 counties in 
Georgia are NASP certified. 
The program promotes in-
struction in international-style 
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target archery to improve edu-
cational performance and par-
ticipation in shooting sports. 
Research has shown that the 
program, administered through 
a minimum two-week course 
during the school year, im-
proves class attendance and 
behavior. NASP universal fit 
bows make it possible for stu-
dents of all sizes and genders 
to succeed in archery while 
raising self-esteem levels and 
improving hand-eye coordina-
tion during physical activity. 
 
NASP is taught in 48 states as 
well as six countries. To date, 
more than nine million students 
have gone through the program. 
 
For more information on NASP 
in Georgia, recreational shoot-
ing sports opportunities or to 
find a range near you, visit 
www.georgiawildlife.com, con-
tact a local WRD Game Man-
agement Office or call (770) 
918-6416. 

75 Years of Wildlife 
Conservation and 

Partnership Success
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (Service) joins the As-
sociation of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies (AFWA), and other 
partners at the 2012 SHOT-
SHOW to announce the start 
of a yearlong celebration of the 
75th anniversary of the Wildlife 
and Sport Fish Restoration 
Program (WSFR), one of the 
most significant and successful 
partnership approaches to fish 
and wildlife conservation in 
U.S. history.

The “WSFR 75 – It’s Your 
Nature” celebration brings to-
gether federal and state fish and 
wildlife agencies; the hunting, 
shooting, angling, and boating 
industries; and conservation 
groups to mark a milestone of 
partnership success that has led 
to 75 years of quality hunting, 
fishing, shooting, boating and 
wildlife-related recreation. The 
occasion also marks the begin-
ning of a new era in wildlife 
conservation, during which 
the partners will establish new 
goals for fostering and main-
taining partnerships to con-
tinue conservation and outdoor 
recreation into the next 75 years 
and beyond. 

“The Service is proud to 
join our partners in recogniz-
ing more than seven decades 
of wildlife conservation and 
quality outdoor recreational op-
portunities,” said Director Dan 
Ashe of the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service. “With our nation’s 
support and our partnership’s 
renewed commitment, WSFR 
will help more Americans enjoy 
wildlife and our great outdoors 
for many years to come.”

Through the WSFR pro-
gram, several innovative and 
foundational fish and wildlife 
conservation programs are 
administered. The first was 
created on September 2, 1937 
when President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt signed the Federal 
Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act, 
which raises funds through a 
dedicated excise tax on sporting 
guns and ammunition. In 1950, 
the Federal Aid in Sport Fish 
Restoration Act was enacted 

and added to the WSFR pro-
gram. Through this law, funds 
are provided for fish conserva-
tion and boating and fishing 
recreational programs in each 
state through an excise tax 
placed on certain fishing and 
boating equipment and fuels.

“Since its 1937 inception, 
WSFR has provided more 
than $14 billion to support fish 
and wildlife restoration and 
management,” said Hannibal 
Bolton, the Service’s assistant 
director for the WSFR program. 
“The program and its partners, 
including the sporting arms 
industry, conservation groups, 
and sportsmen and sports-
women, are coming together 
for this anniversary to renew 
their commitment to conserve 
fish and wildlife and enhance 
hunter, angler, and boater rec-
reation.”

 These funds, administered 
by the Service, are combined 
with hunting license dollars in 
each state to fund important 
state wildlife conservation and 
hunting programs. 

“The 75th anniversary of the 
WSFR program is a tremendous 
opportunity to celebrate the 
conservation victories that have 
been made possible because 
of this innovative funding ap-
proach,” said Jonathan Gassett, 
PhD, president, Association 
of Fish and Wildlife Agencies. 
“WSFR has made the difference 
for the survival and abundance 
of some species, and because 
of it, many fish and wildlife 
populations are at historically 
high levels today.” 

Industry and agency part-
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nerships have helped to the 
successes of the WSFR program 
to become what it is today. 

 “The WSFR programs have 
not only supported fish and 
wildlife conservation, they 
have also supported small 
businesses that manufacture 
and sell hunting and fishing 
equipment,” said Myke Lynch, 
general manager of Green Top 
Sporting Goods in Richmond, 
Virginia. “The industry sup-
porting sportsmen has a multi-
million dollar impact on the na-
tion’s economy, and it depends 
on healthy fish and wildlife 
populations.”

The WSFR 75th anniversa-
rywill include participation 
in various fish and wildlife 
conservation events and con-
ferences throughout the year, 
to culminate with National 
Hunting and Fishing Day in 
September 2012. 

For more information about 
the WSFR program and its 75th 
Anniversary in 2012, visit:

· http://wsfrprograms.fws.
gov/

· www.wsfr75.com
· Facebook: http:///www.

facebook.com/WSFR75
· Twitter: www.twitter.com/

wsfr75 
The mission of the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service is working 
with others to conserve, protect, 
and enhance fish, wildlife, plants, 
and their habitats for the continu-
ing benefit of the American people. 
We are both a leader and trusted 
partner in fish and wildlife con-
servation, known for our scientific 
excellence, stewardship of lands 

and natural resources, dedicated 
professionals, and commitment to 
public service. For more informa-
tion on our work and the people 
who make it happen, visit www.
fws.gov. Connect with our Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/
usfws, follow our tweets at www.
twitter.com/usfwshq, watch our 
YouTube Channel at http://www.
youtube.com/usfws and down-
load photos from our Flickr page 
at http://www.flickr.com/photos/
usfwshq 

IOWA
DNR, PF Can Tailor CRP 
PLantings to Wildlife’s 

Needs 

A relatively mild winter 
may help pheasants and up-
land bird populations come 
back after five hard winters 
and wet springs have taken 
their toll on the populations.  
 
However, landowners can 
help upland bird populations 
rebound through the gen-
eral Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP). Landown-
ers with CRP provide habitat 
that helps increase pheasant, 
quail, turkey, duck or song-
bird numbers on their land.  
 
Signup at local U.S.D.A. Farm Ser-
vice Agency offices ends April 6.  
Biologists with DNR and Pheas-
ants Forever can help Iowa land-
owners tailor habitat types to 
meet their wildlife goals, wheth-
er it’s deer, quail or songbirds.  
 
“The general CRP is a great 
opportunity for landowners 

to plant grasses, wildflow-
ers and trees to attract the 
wildlife species they are seek-
ing,” said Todd Bogenschutz, 
DNR’s state pheasant biologist.  
 
“Rental rates have been up-
dated for people who are re-en-
rolling land, making CRP more 
attractive in many counties,” he 
added. “Most important, it’s a 
way to provide critical nesting, 
brood and winter habitat that 
upland birds need to survive.” 
 
Bogenschutz recommends a 
diverse mix of grasses and 
wildflowers to provide nest-
ing and brood rearing areas 
for hens and young birds. 
Managing the grasses by disk-
ing, burning or interseeding 
is critical after three to five 
years to allow chicks to move 
through it. He recommends 
taller grasses like big bluestem, 
Indian grass, and Canada wil-
drye mixed with a few wild-
flowers for nesting habitat. The 
taller grasses help the hens hide 
from predators. “Also upland 
birds nest on the ground, so 
habitat needs to be placed in 
areas far from water,” he said. 
 
“The best new tool that CRP has 
to offer is pollinator habitat,” 
said Matt O’Connor of Iowa’s 
Pheasants Forever. “Not only 
does this add essential habitat 
for our native pollinators and 
honey bees, which are in seri-
ous decline, it’s also good for 
pheasants and quail brood rear-
ing and nesting.” 

 
Pollinator habitat is a mix of 
shrubs, legumes and wildflow-
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ers with at least three species in 
bloom during spring, summer 
and fall. Adding this diversity 
to the landscape increases land-
owners’ scores to make their 
bid for CRP more competitive 
with other landowners. Add-
ing smaller native grasses like 
drop seed or little bluestem 
mixed with wildflowers al-
lows small chicks, the size 
of a thumbnail, to navigate. 
The wildflowers also attract 
protein-rich insects, an impor-
tant food source for chicks.  
 
For year-round residents, win-
ter cover is a must. Bogen-
schutz recommends switch 
grass, cattails, or shrubs and 
evergreen. Switchgrass is 
great winter habitat for pheas-
ant. Osier dogwood and wild 
plums are ideal for quail. In 
a perfect world, Bogenschutz 
recommends planting a food 
plot next to the winter cover.  
 
“The last few winters have been 
tough on birds. Providing win-
ter cover and food ensures that 
they have a place to eat and get 
out of the weather when they 
are most vulnerable,” he said. 
O’Connor urges landowners 
to visit their local USDA Farm 
Service Agency office soon, 
before the signup ends on 
April 6. The DNR, Pheasants 
Forever and the USDA FSA 
and Natural Resource Conser-
vation Service staff can help 
plan the habitat for a CRP offer.  
 
More information is available 
on the DNR and FSA websites 
at www.iowadnr.gov or www.
fsa.usda.gov.

DNR Conducting 
Prescribed Burns Around 

the State This Spring
 

The Iowa Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR) conducts 
a number of prescribed burns 
each spring when conditions al-
low on parks, forests and wild-
life areas throughout the state.  
 
Burns are conducted on thou-
sands of acres each year to 
reduce the hazardous fuel 
loadings, thereby reducing 
the potential for a problematic 
wildfire, and, in the process, 
achieve a number of habitat 
related objectives such as to 
reduce vegetative cover, con-
trol exotic and woody species, 
cycle nutrients, control weeds 
and restore native prairie.  
 
Before a prescribed burn is 
performed, a plan must be ap-
proved which details the fire 
and resource management ob-
jectives of the burn, the weather 
conditions required for a suc-
cessful burn, and an operational 
plan which outlines the number 
of personnel and equipment 
needed to implement the burn 
as well as a “contingency plan,” 
or steps to be taken if the burn 
was to go out of control. Local 
authorizes are alerted before a 
prescribed burn is performed.  
 
All DNR members of the burn 
crew will have completed at 
least 32 hours of training cours-
es from the National Wild-
fire Coordinating Group. The 
training courses include Ba-
sic Incident Command Sys-

tem, Fire Fighter Training 
and Wildland Fire Behavior.  
 
DNR employees participating 
in prescribed burns must com-
plete a fire training refresher 
course at least once every two 
years. A designated burn leader 
is responsible for all activities 
relating to the on-site execution 
of the burn including review 
of the burn plan and all opera-
tions during and after the burn.  
 
Beyond the minimum training 
requirements, a burn leader 
must participate in five pre-
scribed burns and serve an ap-
prenticeship under a burn lead-
er on two burns prior to a first 
assignment as a burn leader.  
For questions regarding any 
aspect of the prescribed burn-
ing program administered by 
the DNR, contact the local DNR 
office. 

CRP Signup Benefits 
Soil, Water, Wildlife 

Iowa landowners, conser-
vationists, hunters and oth-
ers will be watching closely 
over the next few weeks, as 
the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture holds its 2012 gen-
eral signup for the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program (CRP). 
 
Since the 1980s, CRP has been a 
major contributor to soil conser-
vation, improved water quality 
and increased wildlife habitat…
while providing payments to 
owners of erodible farm land. 
This year’s sign up - March 12 
through April 6 - arrives during 



39
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

April/May  2012                               We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                              www.Bdarn.com

an era of high commodity pric-
es. That could drive down the 
incentive to re-enroll idled land; 
putting it back into row crops. 
 
It also comes as Congress de-
bates authorization of the next 
Farm Bill, with strong indi-
cations the CRP enrollment 
‘cap’ will drop substantially. 
Currently, that cap is 32-mil-
lion acres. Early drafts sug-
gest a cap of 25-million in the 
next program. As landowners 
across the country decide-- 
including those in Iowa with 
1.7 million acres currently in 
CRP and nearly 232,000 com-
ing out this fall -they are an-
ticipating a significant drop 
in the acres to be offered.  
 
That would mean at least a 
couple years, under the new 
Farm Bill, before there could 
be future general signups.  
 
“Chances are very good the 
acreage cap will decrease. Op-
portunities to sign up in the 
future would be few and far be-
tween,” cautions Kelly Smith, 
private lands coordinator with 
the Department of Natural 
Resources. “We know there 
is an opportunity this year. 
Landowners who sign up (get) 
a 10 or 15 year contract. If there 
are fewer acres authorized 
(in the next Farm Bill), there 
may not be an opportunity.” 
In Cerro Gordo County, land-
owner Dave Hansen is sold on the 
environmental benefits of CRP.  
“You stop a lot of the erosion; es-
pecially on your steeper slopes. 
You stop a tremendous amount 
of erosion by having filter strips 

or areas that are highly erodible 
(planted) to grasslands and pro-
tected,” he points out; walking 
a steep, irregular field corner.  
 
Hansen just last year placed 
the four-acres into the pro-
gram; a small parcel, but a 
headache for his operation.  
 
“It is D and E slopes; very 
steep. It’s odd shaped and 
with today’s equipment is 
almost impossible to farm,” 
stresses Hansen. “You spend 
more time trying to maneuver 
than actually planting…It just 
relieves a lot of problems.” 
 
CRP turns it into a ‘win win’ 
proposition. Besides a pay-
ment to leave it idle; the land 
becomes productive in a differ-
ent way. “The (native) grasses 
need nitrogen. Some of the 
forbs will actually be our le-
gume and provide the nitrogen 
and (provide) a better stand.” 
 
“CRP provides clean water and 
air for all Iowans. It preserves 
the land for future generations, 
by keeping the soil where it 
belongs,” reminds Smith; point-
ing out that losses of grass-
land acres across the Midwest 
have negative effects on many 
wildlife populations; ranging 
from pheasants to songbirds. 
 
The Farm Services Agency of 
the USDA is holding CRP infor-
mation meetings across Iowa. 
Information can be found at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/ia 

Youth Shooting Event 
Looking for Participants 
Posted: 03/13/2012 

POLK CITY - The Drake 
Sportsmen’s Club is hosting 
its inaugural youth shoot and 
education day for 20 youths 
age 12 and older on April 14, 
from noon to 4 p.m., at the 
Charles ‘Butch’ Olofson Shoot-
ing Range, near Polk City.  
 
The youth shoot and educa-
tion day will teach kids firearm 
safety from licensed instructors 
and college shooters and allow 
them to fire shotguns, .22 rifles, 
BB guns, and bow and arrows.  
 
Parents or guardians are re-
quired to fill out a release of 
liability waiver prior to the 
event. To register for the event 
and receive a copy of the form, 
contact the event coordina-
tor and club president Uriah 
Hansen at 641-640-1273 or by 
email at uhansen6@gmail.com. 
The completed form must be 
returned to Hansen.

DNR to Hold Public 
Meetings to Discuss Fall 
Hunting and Trapping 

Regulations 

The Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources is hosting 
public meetings tonight to 
discuss possible changes in the 
hunting and trapping regula-
tions for this fall. 

The changes would affect 
deer and waterfowl hunters as 
well as hunters and trappers 
who pursue bobcats and ot-


