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Meet The Breeder

Many of us aspire to  
things and few of us  
ever get what we 

dream of. Bob & Pat Merkel of 
Wrenegade Kennels aspire to go 
hunting behind some of the finest 
bird dogs in the world and they live 
that dream. Bob & Pat Merkel run 
Wrenegade Kennels of Jessup, Iowa 
one of the best known German 
Shorthair Pointer Kennels in 
the world. 

Like most of the top of 
the line kennels that have 
won the National Amateur 
Championship & Open the 
Merkles have been breeding 
Shorthairs seemly forever, 
actually only since 1970. Bob 
Merkels first GSP he owned 
in 1972 won the National 
Amateur Championship. But 
like many of the great breeders 
he was not impressed with 
what he saw in his breed. 

So Bob & Pat got involved 
in the Eastern Iowa German 
Shorthair Club. They got 
involved at first for the fun 
trials purely as a way to 
compete and run dogs. They 
have been involved in the 
club for most of their almost 
40 years in dogs.

But over the past eleven years 
Bob & Pat Merkel has stepped 
away from the club circuit and are 
returning to their roots… hunting. 
Bob’s biggest complaint about the 
national level breeders is many 

don’t have time to hunt, what their 
dogs are designed to do. Bob has 
left the Nationals in Kansas drove 
1000 miles just to make the pheasant 
opener.

Bob has given back to the sport he 
loves. He has judged all the national 
championships over the years, doing 
that he has seen a lot of quality dogs. 

With Bockvilles Maggy at GSP National 
Gun Dog Championship in 1993 he 
won with 111 shorthairs. Hunting now 
has taken priority over field trials to 
the Merkels. And hunting is a more of 
family event and family is important 
to the Merkels. Their granddaughter 
Kim at age 32 is one of their trainers.

As a seasoned judge Bob thinks 
there are a few things that should be 
changed in the judging arena. First 
he believes all dogs competing in 
events should be DNA’d. Second 
he believes there should be regions 
for judges and judges should never 
judge in their area where they have 
local attachments.

So what has the Wrenegade 
dogs done? When Bob was running 
he won or placed 62% of the time 
he ran. With Mad Casino Beci, the 
youngest most natural dog he has 
handled he won 17 of 18 times in 
puppy derby entries and was a Field 
Champion before he was three. 
Their pups have won five national 
championships.

Clearly Bob & Pat’s dogs are 
competitive at the highest level. 

So how does one get one of 
these hunting machines? Bob 
& Pat have about four litters 
a year. With a $100 deposit 
they are $500 a piece for pups, 
$750 if you want one from 
national champion Bloodlines. 
But for that reasonable price 
Wrenegade kennels keep 
breeding rights on certain 
dogs. They typically get one 
litter out of each pup they sell. 

Bob & Pat also sell finished 
dogs. Finished dogs go for 
$5000 to $10,000 finished dogs 
are a lot of work. They get 
to know everyone they sell a 
finished dog to so they tailor 
the dog to the owner. 
So if you are looking for a 
national caliber dog from 
a national caliber breeder 
and trainer give Bob & Pat 
Merkel from Wrenegade 

kennels a call at 319-827-1933 
they are good people.

Dennis Guldan hails 
from New Brighton, MN

A Return To Their Roots
A talk with Bob & Pat Merkel of Wrenegade kennels

By Dennis Guldan
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Rabies Scam

A consumers protec-
tion web site  http://www.
powershotsmn.com/ in-
forms the public of some 
veterinarians who are over 
vaccinating adult dogs in 
Minnesota.

Check your adult dog's 
Rabies certificate. You may 
be one of the thousands of 
Minnesota owners dolling 
out cash and exposing your 
dog to possible vaccine reac-
tions if your certificate says 
2 years. There are NO 2 year 
adult dog Rabies vaccine li-
censed in USA. Please share 
this information with other 
pet owners!

There will be a very im-
portant and informative 
news story coming up that 
you will be sure to be inter-
ested in.  Jeff Ballion from 
MN KMSP Fox9 News is 
doing an in depth investiga-
tive report into Veterinar-
ians giving owners a 2 year 
Rabies certificate for their 
dog and telling the clients 
to return in 2 years for a 
Rabies booster  when , in 

fact, the vaccine adminis-
tered has a manufacturer’s 
duration of immunity of 3 
years. There is NO 2 year 
Rabies vaccine licensed in 
the USA. The Vets need to 
be disclosing this and not 
doing so appears to be an 
issue of consumer fraud.  
The Veterinarians who insist 
on administering a 3 year 
vaccine and passing it off 
as a 2 year use all kinds of 
excuses, none of which ap-
pear to be valid, especially 
the one about the cities 
having “laws’ that require 2 
year vaccinations. They can 
require licenses but only ask 
for proof of “CURRENT” 
Rabies vaccinations. This 
extra vaccination adds cost 
to the owner and adds the 
potential for dangerous re-
actions for the dog. Please 
pass the word -

The piece should also be 
on video on their web site  
www.myfox9.com  or call  
952-944-9999

Also, if your pet has 
experienced a vaccination 

reaction of any type, or if 
you have received a 2 years 
certificate without being 
informed that your dog 
received a 3 year duration 
vaccine, please call the Min-
nesota Board of Veterinary 
Medicine at 651-201-2844 
and ask them why they 
have allowed this practice 
to have gone on so long.  
And confront your Vet!!  
You will have the hard facts 
now.  Save yourself money 
and more important, pos-
sibly save your pet’s life!!!

Thank you!!

Here is a link to addi-
tional rabies information 
including the Minnesota 
state Rabies rules and the 
Compendium:

www.bah.state.mn.us/
diseases/rabies/index.html

For more information on 
Rabies vaccination duration 
and research, go to:

www.rabieschallenge-
fund.org

CHRIS ADDINGTON  
R.N. BS, CNOR

Sugar Plum Siberians

PAWS.... to reflect on 
what life has given yo

 K-9 Rabies Overvaccination 
Alert
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Guns & Shooting

The concept of a butt stock  
with cast-off (for right- 
handed shooters) and 

cast-on (for left-handed shooters) is 
a European import. The subject gets 
little exposure or discussion from 
American shotgun manufacturers 
or those who write about hunting. 

Indeed, the early part of the 20th 
century was the “Golden Age” of 
shotgun development in America. 
Nearly all of the great names in 
American shotgunning offered their 
version of the unique phenomenon 
of the “repeater” shotgun. American 
ingenuity had evolved a whole new 
shooting system for reaping the 
wildlife riches of our croplands, weed 
patches, forests and waterways. 
The repeating shotgun -- often 
chambered to hold five, six or seven 
shells in 12, 16 and 20 gauge -- was 
aimed at filling the bottomless game 
bag. There probably wasn’t a cast-
off butt stock in a carload. Probably 
every one of those thousands of 
guns was cast-neutral -- so if you 
missed a bird, what the heck, jack in 
another shell and let fly at it again... 
and again... and again. Why not? 
Ducks, pigeons, doves and pheasants 
all offer wide-open windows of 
opportunity. With lots of time to tilt 
one’s head to a 25 or 30 degree angle 
to cheek the stock, locate the sight 
plane and line it up with the target. 
To aim just like a rifle. 

As Don Zutz observes in 
Shotgunning Trends in Transition: 
“If one carefully breaks down the 
self-taught style of most American 
bird hunters, including that of many 

The Magic Of Cast-off
By Bill Hanus

today, he will note that it is a slow, 
jerky, two-part move with 1)the gun 
first being brought solidly to the 
shoulder and the head wiggled into 
place before 2)the swing is started 
after the flying mark.” 

When the “slow, jerky, two-part 
move” is made on targets offering 
small windows of opportunity 
(grouse, woodcock, piney woods 
quail  and sporting clays for 
example), the target is gone. Worse, 
many right-handed shooters with 
dominant right eyes will shoot a cast-
neutral, straight-stocked gun high 
and to the left. That’s because when 
the head is tilted to find the plane 
of sight, the cheek pushes the stock 
to the right and down. Movement 
away from the target is increased 
by chubby-cheeked shooters and 
thick-combed shotguns. Consistently 
missing birds that flush to the right 
confirms this difficulty. Left-handed 
shooters tend to push the butt of the 
stock in the opposite direction, so 
they miss birds flushing to the left. 

A small amount of cast-off or 
“advantage right” at the butt usually 
solves the high and to the left problem 
right-handed shooters experience. 
Cast-on or “advantage left” does the 
same for left-handed shooters. The 
most important practical benefit of 
cast-off for a right-handed shooter 
with a dominant right eye (and for a 
left-handed shooter with a dominant 
left eye) is that it allows him to 
keep his focus on the target without 
having to look at his gun. 

Focus, Focus, Focus
Focusing on the target is the 

basis of all intuitive shooting 
techniques -- the kind of shooting 
most hunters have to practice to 
become successful. They keep both 
eyes on the target, bring the gun up 
and touch off the shot. Nobody ever 
remembers taking the safety off, or 
what the front sight looks like. The 
brain and the body already know 
what to do without being told. Cast 
just makes it easier by eliminating 
the head fake -- the “slow, jerky, 
two-part move” associated with cast 
neutral guns. 

Focus on the target, not the 
tool. Football receivers focus on the 
football, not their hands. In baseball, 
batters focus on the ball, not the bat. 
In his shooting instruction column 
“Lesson #3: Focus on the Target” 
in the June 2001 issue of The Clay 
Pigeon, John Woolley says “To 
consistently hit the target, you must 
focus on it entirely... you should 
feel where the gun is, not actually 
see where it is when you pull the 
trigger.” 

So much for theory. In practice, 
bird hunters who have the cast 
advantage say: 

“With the first nine shots from 
my gun, I had hit nine birds. I do 
miss with this gun, but I have to 
work at it. I don’t remember having 
missed a bird off point so far this 
year. You can believe me when I 
say I’ve NEVER shot this well in 
my life.” 

“The first time I shot sporting 
clays with my 28 gauge, I beat my 
12 gauge Remington 1187 score by 
one bird.” 

“I used to be just another bum 
shot out in the field wasting shells at 
such a rate that I got thank you cards 
from Winchester and Remington 
at the end of each season. I also 
got cards from the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission thanking me 
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ODYSSEY GSP: 
The finest name in 
quality companion 

GSP gun dogs 
today. An enduring 
commitment to total 

GSP excellence. 
Strong natural ability, 
correct conformation 
& great dispositions. 

“PROVEN” 
www.odysseygsp.net

Contact us: Odyssey@unitedsky.net 660-582-2737

for giving other hunters a chance to 
get their limits. That’s all changed 
since I got that “un-holy” shotgun. 
I almost never miss a shot anymore. 
Two trips to Vermont for grouse 
and woodcock with my sons have 
branded me as a game hog. The 
game warden up there isn’t sure 
if this lucky streak is even legal. 
My buddies won’t hunt with me. 
My dog has suffered several bouts 
of exhaustion from hunting and 
retrieving so much that my vet bill 
looks more like a new car payment. 

Cast-on or cast-off really isn’t 
magic, I suppose, but I haven’t got 
the heart to tell these guys. They 
probably wouldn’t believe me if I 
did. 

Bill Hanus hails from Newport, OR
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AKC Top Breed

Beagles Have Their Year!
Curious and Comedic 

Breed Overtakes Yorkies
to Place Third on Most-

Popular List

-- Lovable Labs Hold 
Top Spot for 21 Years While 
Rottweiler Moves Into the 
Top 10 --

Look out Lab, the Amer-
ican Kennel Club® (AKC) 
has announced that the 
Beagle has overtaken the 
beloved Yorkshire Ter-
rier to become the third 
most popular dog breed 
in the U.S., according to 
AKC registration statistics 
released today. The Gold-
en Retriever also made a 
strong push into the top 
ranks – advancing from 
the fifth to the fourth most 
popular dog breed – and 
the Rottweiler made news 
by unseating the Shih Tzu 
– which had been in the 
top 10 since 2000. But fans 
of the Labrador Retriever 
need not fear: the beloved 
Lab remains the champ – a 
spot it has now held for 21 
consecutive years – thanks 

to its well-earned reputa-
tion for playfulness and 
loyalty and its use as a po-
lice and search-and-rescue 
dog.

"While the Labrador 
Retriever has proven once 
again to be a family fa-
vorite, this year clearly 
belongs to the Beagle," said 
AKC Spokesperson Lisa 
Peterson.  "The Beagle's 
merry personality com-
bined with his love of out-
door activities make him 
such a wonderful family 
pet that I wouldn't be sur-
prised to see this spunky 
breed sniff his way to the 
top of the list next year."

Most  Notable  Dog 
Trends in 2011 Include:

Larger dogs are mov-
ing up, with the Labra-
dor Retriever (1), German 
Shepherd Dog (2), Golden 
Retriever (4), Boxer (7), and 
Rottweiler (10) all making 
this year's top ten.

It is the year of the Set-
ters, with all four making 
big jumps over the past 
year – the English Setter 
(from 101 to 87), the Irish 
Setter (from 77 to 70), the 
Irish Red and White Setter 
(150 to 147), and the Gor-
don Setter (from 98 to 94).

American Kennel Club 
Announces Most Popular 

Dogs in the U.S.
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Coonhounds made the 
largest tumble – the Black 
and Tan Coonhound (from 
91 to 109) and the Bluetick 
Coonhound (from 119 to 
136) had the biggest de-
crease in rankings this year. 
The Redbone Coonhound 
also dropped from 122 to 
126.

    Among smaller dogs 
that rose in the rankings 
this year are the Brussels 
Griffon (from 80 to 77) and 
the Manchester Terrier (121 
to 119).

    This past decade has 
proven that bigger is better, 
with larger breeds continu-
ing to increase in popular-
ity. Among them: the Ber-
nese Mountain Dog (from 
54 to 34), the Greater Swiss 
Mountain Dog (from 101 to 
82), the Bullmastiff (from 
49 to 40), the Rhodesian 
Ridgeback (from 57 to 44), 
the Irish Wolfhound (from 
86 to 79), and the Belgian 
Malinois (from 94 to 74).

A complete list of AKC's 
Most Popular Breeds, in-
cluding statistics for 50 
U.S. cities, is available 
on the AKC website at 
http://www.akc.org/reg/
dogreg_stats.cfm.

For more information 
on finding a responsible 
breeder in your area, go to 
www.AKCpuppies.org.

2011 Most Popular Dogs in the U.S.
 

     2011 Ranking                      2010 Ranking

1. Labrador Retriever  1. Labrador Retriever
2. German Shepherd Dog 2. German Shepherd Dog
3. Beagle    3. Yorkshire Terrier
4. Golden Retriever  4. Beagle
5. Yorkshire Terrier  5. Golden Retriever
6. Bulldog   6. Bulldog
7. Boxer    7. Boxer
8. Poodle    8. Dachshund
9. Dachshund   9. Poodle
10. Rottweiler   10. Shih Tzu

Terriers are making a 
comeback! Closing the 
gap this year, a couple of 
breeds that had been on 
the decline over the past 
decade have risen up the 
ranks over the past year – 
Bedlington Terriers (from 
140 to 134), Border Terriers 
(from 83 to 80), and Dandie 
Dinmont Terriers (from 164 
to 160).
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News from the Non-profits

Ducks Unlimited 
receives Conservation 

Champion Award North 
American Migratory Bird 

Joint Ventures honor 
longtime partners

 Ducks Unlimited Inc. and 
Ducks Unlimited Cana-
da were honored with a 
Conservation Champion 
Award on March 21 at the 
North American Migra-
tory Bird Joint Venture 
25th Anniversary Celebra-
tion in Washington, D.C.

"Ducks Unlimited has been 
a proud and active member 
of virtually every migra-
tory bird joint venture man-
agement board since their 
inception, and we strongly 
believe in this model of 
'good government,'" said 
DU Chief Conservation 
Officer Paul Schmidt, who 
accepted the award on 

behalf of DU. "Partner-
ships like these are needed 
now more than ever, as 
we work in these chal-
lenging times to ensure 
that every conservation 
dollar goes to the highest 
need and greatest priority."

The Conservation Cham-
pion Award is given to 
key organizations and in-
dividuals who have dem-
onstrated a long-term com-
mitment and dedication 
to the work of the joint 
ventures. DU was one of 
nine winners this year.

According to the award 
committee, "Ducks Un-
limited Inc. and Ducks 
Unlimited Canada have 
been integral partners, 
advocates and leaders in 
the development of joint 
ventures from their incep-
tion. The unprecedented 
success of joint ventures 
as we know them today 
is in no small part the re-
sult of the long-standing 
participation and dedica-
tion of Ducks Unlimited."

Celebrating its 25th an-
niversary this year, the 
North American Migra-
tory Bird Joint Ventures 
were created in 1986 as 
part of the North American 
Waterfowl Management 
Plan (NAWMP). The year 
before, waterfowl popula-
tions had reached all-time 
lows and, recognizing the 
importance of waterfowl 
and wetlands to North 
Americans and the need 
for international coopera-
tion to help in the recov-
ery of a shared resource, 
the U.S. and Canadian 
governments developed 
a strategy—NAWMP—to 
restore waterfowl pop-
ulations through habi-
tat protection, restora-
tion and enhancement.

Ducks Unlimited is active-
ly involved in joint ven-
tures across the continent, 
from planning, design and 
research to delivery and 
monitoring. DU staff mem-
bers are part of joint venture 
management boards and 
technical working groups, 
preparing project propos-
als, developing partner 
networks and delivering 
projects on the ground.
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"The longtime partnership 
Ducks Unlimited has with 
the joint ventures, and with 
our vast network of part-
ners throughout the con-
servation arena, is at the 
heart of effective bird habi-
tat conservation in North 
America," Schmidt said. "We 
are proud and honored to ac-
cept this award on behalf of 
the hundreds of employees 
and almost a million sup-
porters of Ducks Unlimited."

DU recognizes 
Interior Secretary 

Salazar with 
achievement award

Ducks Unlimited has 
awarded one of its highest 
honors to U.S. Secretary of 
the Interior Ken Salazar. 
During a North American 
Wildlife and Natural Re-
sources Conference break-
fast ceremony this morn-
ing at the Hilton Atlanta, 
DU Chief Conservation 
Officer Paul Schmidt pre-
sented Salazar with a 2012 
DU Wetland Conservation 
Achievement Award in the 
Senior Federal Official cat-
egory. Dan Ashe, director 
of the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, accepted the 
award on the secretary’s 
behalf.

“Secretary Salazar has 
shown tremendous lead-
ership in conceiving and 
leading the America’s 
Great Outdoors effort,” 
Schmidt said. “With the 
Prairie Pothole Region as 
one of DU’s top conser-
vation priorities, we are 
especially appreciative of 
the secretary’s recognition 
of the Dakota Grasslands 
Conservation Area as a 
jewel in America’s conser-
vation crown and includ-
ing it in the effort.”

Senior Federal Official is 
one of six categories of 
DU’s Wetland Conserva-
tion Achievement Awards. 
These awards recognize in-

dividuals who have made 
outstanding contributions 
to the restoration and con-
servation of North Amer-
ica’s wetlands and other 
waterfowl habitat.

During the awards pre-
sentation, Schmidt cited 
Secretary Salazar’s cham-
pioning the effectiveness 
and efficiency of the North 
American Wetlands Con-
servation Act, and his ad-
vocacy of full funding for 
the program.

“As a sportsman himself, 
Secretary Salazar has been 
an advocate on behalf of 
hunters and anglers in 
the conservation agenda,” 

right) John Tomke, DU de Mexico president; Dan Ashe, 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service director, accepting the 2012 Se-
nior Federal Official award on behalf of Interior Secretary 
Salazar; and Paul Schmidt, DU chief conservation officer
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Schmidt said. “He has in-
vested in work important 
to sportsmen, ranging from 
the announcement of the 
State of the Birds report 
to the rolling out of a spe-
cial federal duck stamp 
dedicated to restoring the 
national wildlife refuges 
along our Gulf Coast.”

Secretary Salazar has also 
been an active leader in his 
role as chairman of the Mi-
gratory Bird Conservation 
Commission. He has been 
an enthusiastic partner to 
wildlife conservation or-
ganizations, such as DU, 
and has worked tirelessly 
to consider the impacts 
of renewable energy on 
wildlife.

The secretary grew up 
in the San Luis Valley of 
south central Colorado and 
previously served as that 
state’s U.S. senator and 
attorney general. While in 
Colorado, he authored and 
later chaired the Great Out-
doors Colorado Amend-
ment, a major land conser-
vation program.

To view all 2012 Wetland 
Conservation Achievement 
Award winners, please 
visit www.ducks.org.

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit 
organization dedicated to 
conserving North Ameri-
ca’s continually disappear-
ing waterfowl habitats. 
Established in 1937, Ducks 
Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres, 
thanks to contributions 
from more than a million 
supporters across the con-
tinent. Guided by science 
and dedicated to program 
efficiency, DU works to-
ward the vision of wet-
lands sufficient to fill the 
skies with waterfowl to-
day, tomorrow and forever.

Emily Havens
(901) 758-3851

ehavens@ducks.org

Senate vote 
advances historic 

conservation 
funding for Gulf 
Coast, other key 

waterfowl habitats 
Amendment directs 

oil spill penalties 
and reauthorizes 

LWCF through 2022

 After months working 
side by side with legis-
lators, Ducks Unlimited 
applauded the Senate’s 
passage of an amendment 
that could impact not only 
restoration efforts along 
the oil-spill-stricken Gulf 
Coast, but also expand 
funding for land conserva-
tion nationwide.

The Nelson-Landrieu-
Shelby RESTORE Amend-
ment (SA 1822) was ap-
proved yesterday as an ad-
dition to the Senate Trans-
portation Bill (S. 1813), 
with a vote of 76-22. The 
amendment will ensure 
that Clean Water Act pen-
alties collected from those 
responsible for the April 
2010 Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill will be dedicated to 
Gulf Coast restoration. The 
amendment also contains a 
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two-year funding plan for 
the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund (LWCF) 
of $700 million per year 
and the reauthorization 
of LWCF through 2022. 
The Senate and House of 
Representatives must now 
pass the transportation bill 
to carry the amendment 
forward.

“We applaud yester-
day’s Senate action to rec-
ognize the importance of 
oil spill fines reaching the 
natural resources that re-
ceived the brunt of the 
damages,” said DU CEO 
Dale Hall. “We are also 
delighted that the Senate 
has significantly increased 
funding levels for the Land 
and Water Conservation 
Fund, which is critical to 
natural resource conserva-
tion. We certainly hope the 
House of Representatives 
will agree with these Sen-
ate proposals.”

LWCF provides match-
ing grants to states and 
local governments to ac-
quire and develop public 
outdoor recreation areas 
and facilities. It also funds 
shared federal land acqui-
sition and the development 
of conservation strategy. 
The program has helped 
conserve some of America’s 

best fish and wildlife habitat 
and most popular sporting des-
tinations. This boost in funding 
for the program is unprecedent-
ed in recent times.

“DU’s more than 1 mil-
lion supporters are just 
part of the larger group of 
sportsmen and women in 
America who will benefit 
from the increased fund-
ing and reauthorization of 
the LWCF program,” Hall 
said. “LWCF provides pub-
lic access to prime hunting 
and fishing areas, as well 
as protecting waterfowl 
nesting sites in the Prairie 
Pothole Region, DU’s most 
significant conservation 
priority area. Working to 
protect LWCF and its reach 
has been a major focus of 
our public policy staff in 
Washington and across the 
country.”

With the RESTORE Act 
and LWCF funding and 
reauthorization added to 
the Senate Transportation 
Bill, Ducks Unlimited will 
continue to gather support 
from members of the Sen-
ate and the House of Rep-
resentatives to ensure this 
larger package is enacted 
in the coming weeks.

National Pheasant Fest 
2013 in Minneapolis 
to Mark Pheasants 

Forever’s 30th 
Anniversary

Event coming to Minne-
apolis Convention Center 
Pheasants Forever will cel-
ebrate 30 years as Pheas-
ants Forever will celebrate 
30 years as "The Habitat 
Organization."

Pheasants Forever will 
hold its annual National 
Pheasant Fest & Quail 
Classic on February 15, 16 
and 17, 2013 at the Minne-
apolis Convention Center. 
The national convention 
and outdoor tradeshow 
will mark the Twin Cities-
based wildlife habitat con-
servation organization’s 
30th anniversary.

The nonprofit Pheasants 
Forever – which formed in 
Saint Paul, Minnesota in 
1982 and is currently head-
quartered in the nearby 
suburb of White Bear Lake 


