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MISSOURI
Prescribed burn 

promotes wildlife 
habitat across public 

land in Ozarks
 Where there’s smoke, 

there’s fire, and there was a 
lot of smoke over more than 
4,000 acres of public land in the 
Ozarks March 26. A cooperative 
prescribed burn was used as a 
vegetation-management tool 
by the Missouri Department 
of Conservation (MDC), The 
Nature Conservancy (TNC) 
and the National Park Service 
(NPS).

According to Fire Commu-
nication and Education Special-
ist Dena Matteson of the Ozark 
National Scenic Riverways 
(ONSR), 4,010 acres of public 
land were managed by the 
landscape-sized 
burn .  Known 
landmarks in-
volved in the 
burn included 
Peck Ranch Con-
servation Area 
(CA) and Ste-
gall Mountain, 
Thorny Moun-
tain and Rocky 
Falls.

“A prescribed 
fire of this size 
mimics the area’s 
historic fire pat-
tern and reestab-
lishes habitats 
those fires cre-
ated and main-
ta ined ,”  sa id 
Preston Mabry, 
area manager at 

Peck Ranch CA.
Native Americans are 

known to have burned the 
area long ago to manage the 
land. Now, all three agencies 
have a shared history of using 
prescribed burns to manage 
vegetation and wildlife habi-
tat. The first TNC and MDC 
cooperative burn on Thorny 
Mountain occurred in 1998, but 
the two agencies have worked 
together on prescribed burns 
in Missouri for more than two 
decades. TNC has worked 
extensively with MDC in the 
prairie regions of the state at 
places such as Dunn Ranch in 
northwest Missouri and Wah’ 
Kon-Tah Prairie in southwest 
Missouri. This work has in-
cluded controlled burning, 
native seed harvest and prairie 
restoration, and wildlife work 

with prairie chickens and bison 
reintroductions.

“Working with other agen-
cies allows us to not only share 
the workload, it enables us to 
manage habitat on a landscape 
level,” Mabry said.

A larger, landscape-scale 
burn is preferred in areas wher-
ever possible because the fire 
is able to vary across the land 
with the amount and type of 
fuel loads such as leaf litter, 
grass and woody logging de-
bris. Some sections burn more 
intensely, some less and some 
not at all. The result is a mo-
saic of burned landscape that 
ensures a variety of habitats.

MDC began using the 
technique more than 30 years 
ago on Peck Ranch CA. The 
area was one of the first sites 
for landscape-sized (approxi-


