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ers with at least three species in 
bloom during spring, summer 
and fall. Adding this diversity 
to the landscape increases land-
owners’ scores to make their 
bid for CRP more competitive 
with other landowners. Add-
ing smaller native grasses like 
drop seed or little bluestem 
mixed with wildflowers al-
lows small chicks, the size 
of a thumbnail, to navigate. 
The wildflowers also attract 
protein-rich insects, an impor-
tant food source for chicks.  
 
For year-round residents, win-
ter cover is a must. Bogen-
schutz recommends switch 
grass, cattails, or shrubs and 
evergreen. Switchgrass is 
great winter habitat for pheas-
ant. Osier dogwood and wild 
plums are ideal for quail. In 
a perfect world, Bogenschutz 
recommends planting a food 
plot next to the winter cover.  
 
“The last few winters have been 
tough on birds. Providing win-
ter cover and food ensures that 
they have a place to eat and get 
out of the weather when they 
are most vulnerable,” he said. 
O’Connor urges landowners 
to visit their local USDA Farm 
Service Agency office soon, 
before the signup ends on 
April 6. The DNR, Pheasants 
Forever and the USDA FSA 
and Natural Resource Conser-
vation Service staff can help 
plan the habitat for a CRP offer.  
 
More information is available 
on the DNR and FSA websites 
at www.iowadnr.gov or www.
fsa.usda.gov.

DNR Conducting 
Prescribed Burns Around 

the State This Spring
 

The Iowa Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR) conducts 
a number of prescribed burns 
each spring when conditions al-
low on parks, forests and wild-
life areas throughout the state.  
 
Burns are conducted on thou-
sands of acres each year to 
reduce the hazardous fuel 
loadings, thereby reducing 
the potential for a problematic 
wildfire, and, in the process, 
achieve a number of habitat 
related objectives such as to 
reduce vegetative cover, con-
trol exotic and woody species, 
cycle nutrients, control weeds 
and restore native prairie.  
 
Before a prescribed burn is 
performed, a plan must be ap-
proved which details the fire 
and resource management ob-
jectives of the burn, the weather 
conditions required for a suc-
cessful burn, and an operational 
plan which outlines the number 
of personnel and equipment 
needed to implement the burn 
as well as a “contingency plan,” 
or steps to be taken if the burn 
was to go out of control. Local 
authorizes are alerted before a 
prescribed burn is performed.  
 
All DNR members of the burn 
crew will have completed at 
least 32 hours of training cours-
es from the National Wild-
fire Coordinating Group. The 
training courses include Ba-
sic Incident Command Sys-

tem, Fire Fighter Training 
and Wildland Fire Behavior.  
 
DNR employees participating 
in prescribed burns must com-
plete a fire training refresher 
course at least once every two 
years. A designated burn leader 
is responsible for all activities 
relating to the on-site execution 
of the burn including review 
of the burn plan and all opera-
tions during and after the burn.  
 
Beyond the minimum training 
requirements, a burn leader 
must participate in five pre-
scribed burns and serve an ap-
prenticeship under a burn lead-
er on two burns prior to a first 
assignment as a burn leader.  
For questions regarding any 
aspect of the prescribed burn-
ing program administered by 
the DNR, contact the local DNR 
office. 

CRP Signup Benefits 
Soil, Water, Wildlife 

Iowa landowners, conser-
vationists, hunters and oth-
ers will be watching closely 
over the next few weeks, as 
the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture holds its 2012 gen-
eral signup for the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program (CRP). 
 
Since the 1980s, CRP has been a 
major contributor to soil conser-
vation, improved water quality 
and increased wildlife habitat…
while providing payments to 
owners of erodible farm land. 
This year’s sign up - March 12 
through April 6 - arrives during 


