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and responsible dog breeding. 
This area encompasses initia-
tives to enhance the image of 
breeders and purebred dogs, 
expand our efforts for respon-
sible dog ownership (includ-
ing potential new additions to 
our successful CGC program), 
and continue our involvement 
with legislative issues, with a 
greater emphasis on legislator 
education and proactive com-
munity support. Importantly, 
our commitment to improving 
the health and welfare of dogs 
is unparalleled and will con-
tinue with fervor.

We can accomplish all this 
and much more if we make 
one further commitment - to 
all work together to achieve all 
that we must. There is ample 
proof that when the Fancy, Staff 
and the Board band together 
with common purpose, we are 
an unstoppable force. I per-
sonally commit to open better 
lines of communication with all 
AKC constituents, to solicit new 
ideas from everyone to advance 
our mutual opportunities, and 
to better serve our clubs, exhibi-
tors, breeders, judges, and own-
ers. I ask for your support of 
our mutual goals with the same 
positive, passionate spirit you 
all bring to our sport every day.

I always appreciate hearing 
from you - please contact me at 
atk@akc.org. 

Sincerely,

Alan Kalter

Chairman

Winner Crowned 
in AKC® Pointing 

Breed Gun Dog 
Championship

Pointer FC Old School 
Attitude prevailed at the 
recent American Kennel 
Club® Pointing Breed Gun 
Dog Championship, defeat-
ing the largest number of 
AKC Pointing Breed Field 
Champions ever assembled 
for a single event. “Bella,” 
handled by Greg Dixon of 
Wisconsin and owned by 
Justin Martin from Minneso-
ta, was crowned at the his-
toric Ames Plantation near 
Grand Junction, Tennessee 
where the event took place 
from February 27 – March 
10, 2012. 
The Pointing Breed Gun 
Dog Championship is the 
largest National Champion-
ship open to all pointing 
breeds. The event drew an 
entry of 124 dogs, including 
105 Field Champions, many 
of which placed in their 
breed’s National Champion-
ship in 2011. All nine of the 
major pointing breeds were 
represented.

“The historic setting of the 
Ames Plantation was a chal-
lenging location for this excit-
ing event,” said Doug Ljungren, 
AKC Assistant Vice President 
of Performance Events. “It 
was a pleasure to watch these 

highly skilled dogs compete. 
Congratulations to all entrants 
who worked so hard to prepare 
for this event. I want to thank 
Event Chair Ken Blackman, 
Secretary Trish James, the Per-
formance Events field staff, 
and all of the volunteers and 
sponsors. We all appreciated 
the attention and hard work of 
our three judges – Tom Milam 
(TX), David Taylor (IA) and 
Kevin Waide (CO). The Ames 
Plantation staff and the local 
community were cordial and 
helpful hosts. We really enjoyed 
our time at Ames.”

The traditional format of the 
event was modified in 2012 to 
fit the historic courses at Ames. 
The 2012 Championship was 
run in two series with all dogs 
running a one hour first series 
and then the top twelve dogs 
were called back for an addi-
tional one hour second series. 
It was a non-retrieving event 
run on wild birds. 

The event was well attend-
ed with large galleries observ-
ing every brace. The 102 stalls at 
the barns were full with horses 
for the handlers, owners and 
sport enthusiasts. Social hours 
or sponsored dinners were 
held every night in the Rhea 
Clubhouse. Two dinners were 
held at the Bird Dog Museum 
in Grand Junction, introducing 
this facility to many new visi-
tors. 


