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nonprofit organization 
dedicated to upland habi-
tat conservation. Pheas-
ants Forever and Quail 
Forever have more than 
130,000 members and 700 
local chapters across the 
United States and Canada. 
Chapters are empowered 
to determine how 100 per-
cent of their locally raised 
conservation funds are 
spent, the only national 
conservation organization 
that operates through this 
truly grassroots structure.

Rehan Nana (651) 209-
4973 Rnana@pheasantsfor-
ever.org

Ruffed Grouse Society 
names John B. Eichinger 

as new President and 
CEO

Dr. Gaylen Byker, Chair 
of the Ruffed Grouse So-
ciety’s Board of Directors, 
announced today that John 
B. Eichinger has been se-
lected as the Ruffed Grouse 
Society’s (RGS) new Presi-
dent and Chief Executive 
Officer.

According to Dr. Byker, 
“When our current Presi-
dent and CEO, Dr. Mike 
Zagata, announced his 
retirement at our National 
Hunt in October, 2011, the 
Board began an exhaus-
tive national search to find 
his replacement.  It was 
not going to be easy to 
find someone with Mike’s 
strong background in both 

business and conservation.  
That search ended in April 
when John emerged as 
someone who has the skills 
and background needed to 
move the Society forward.”

In being named, Presi-
dent and CEO, John shared 
the following comments: 
“I am honored to be se-
lected by the Board of RGS 
and look forward to ad-
vancing its mission. The 
Ruffed Grouse Society has 
an important conservation 
leadership role in helping 
to advance sound science-
based efforts in how we 
address early successional 
forest management and in 
support of habitat for hunt-
ed and non-hunted wild-
life. I also look forward to 
working with Mike during 
the transition.  My passion 
for grouse hunting, fishing 


