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Schmidt said. “He has in-
vested in work important 
to sportsmen, ranging from 
the announcement of the 
State of the Birds report 
to the rolling out of a spe-
cial federal duck stamp 
dedicated to restoring the 
national wildlife refuges 
along our Gulf Coast.”

Secretary Salazar has also 
been an active leader in his 
role as chairman of the Mi-
gratory Bird Conservation 
Commission. He has been 
an enthusiastic partner to 
wildlife conservation or-
ganizations, such as DU, 
and has worked tirelessly 
to consider the impacts 
of renewable energy on 
wildlife.

The secretary grew up 
in the San Luis Valley of 
south central Colorado and 
previously served as that 
state’s U.S. senator and 
attorney general. While in 
Colorado, he authored and 
later chaired the Great Out-
doors Colorado Amend-
ment, a major land conser-
vation program.

To view all 2012 Wetland 
Conservation Achievement 
Award winners, please 
visit www.ducks.org.

Ducks Unlimited is the 
world’s largest nonprofit 
organization dedicated to 
conserving North Ameri-
ca’s continually disappear-
ing waterfowl habitats. 
Established in 1937, Ducks 
Unlimited has conserved 
more than 12 million acres, 
thanks to contributions 
from more than a million 
supporters across the con-
tinent. Guided by science 
and dedicated to program 
efficiency, DU works to-
ward the vision of wet-
lands sufficient to fill the 
skies with waterfowl to-
day, tomorrow and forever.
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Senate vote 
advances historic 

conservation 
funding for Gulf 
Coast, other key 

waterfowl habitats 
Amendment directs 

oil spill penalties 
and reauthorizes 

LWCF through 2022

 After months working 
side by side with legis-
lators, Ducks Unlimited 
applauded the Senate’s 
passage of an amendment 
that could impact not only 
restoration efforts along 
the oil-spill-stricken Gulf 
Coast, but also expand 
funding for land conserva-
tion nationwide.

The Nelson-Landrieu-
Shelby RESTORE Amend-
ment (SA 1822) was ap-
proved yesterday as an ad-
dition to the Senate Trans-
portation Bill (S. 1813), 
with a vote of 76-22. The 
amendment will ensure 
that Clean Water Act pen-
alties collected from those 
responsible for the April 
2010 Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill will be dedicated to 
Gulf Coast restoration. The 
amendment also contains a 


