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"The longtime partnership 
Ducks Unlimited has with 
the joint ventures, and with 
our vast network of part-
ners throughout the con-
servation arena, is at the 
heart of effective bird habi-
tat conservation in North 
America," Schmidt said. "We 
are proud and honored to ac-
cept this award on behalf of 
the hundreds of employees 
and almost a million sup-
porters of Ducks Unlimited."

DU recognizes 
Interior Secretary 

Salazar with 
achievement award

Ducks Unlimited has 
awarded one of its highest 
honors to U.S. Secretary of 
the Interior Ken Salazar. 
During a North American 
Wildlife and Natural Re-
sources Conference break-
fast ceremony this morn-
ing at the Hilton Atlanta, 
DU Chief Conservation 
Officer Paul Schmidt pre-
sented Salazar with a 2012 
DU Wetland Conservation 
Achievement Award in the 
Senior Federal Official cat-
egory. Dan Ashe, director 
of the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, accepted the 
award on the secretary’s 
behalf.

“Secretary Salazar has 
shown tremendous lead-
ership in conceiving and 
leading the America’s 
Great Outdoors effort,” 
Schmidt said. “With the 
Prairie Pothole Region as 
one of DU’s top conser-
vation priorities, we are 
especially appreciative of 
the secretary’s recognition 
of the Dakota Grasslands 
Conservation Area as a 
jewel in America’s conser-
vation crown and includ-
ing it in the effort.”

Senior Federal Official is 
one of six categories of 
DU’s Wetland Conserva-
tion Achievement Awards. 
These awards recognize in-

dividuals who have made 
outstanding contributions 
to the restoration and con-
servation of North Amer-
ica’s wetlands and other 
waterfowl habitat.

During the awards pre-
sentation, Schmidt cited 
Secretary Salazar’s cham-
pioning the effectiveness 
and efficiency of the North 
American Wetlands Con-
servation Act, and his ad-
vocacy of full funding for 
the program.

“As a sportsman himself, 
Secretary Salazar has been 
an advocate on behalf of 
hunters and anglers in 
the conservation agenda,” 

right) John Tomke, DU de Mexico president; Dan Ashe, 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service director, accepting the 2012 Se-
nior Federal Official award on behalf of Interior Secretary 
Salazar; and Paul Schmidt, DU chief conservation officer


