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State News

Iowa
Quail Forever Awards 

Local Hunter $100 Prize 
For Assistance Wildlife 

Bureau With Survey
The Iowa Department of Natural 

Resources is studying small game 
populations and harvest on public 
wildlife areas in southern Iowa to 
learn more about hunter use and 
harvest on the areas. This is the 
third year of the study.

Quail Forever supports any 
research aimed to guide better 
management and sustainability 
of the native bird and offered a 
$100 prize to a hunter who chose 
to participate in the survey.

Nearly 100 hunters were sur-
veyed about their small game 
experience, which includes quail, 
pheasant, rabbit and squirrel. The 
survey was designed to measure 
the harvest during the season 
and timing of when the harvest 
occurred.

“We are investigating one of 
the many factors involved with 
upland game management,” said 
Mark McInroy, upland game re-
search technician with the DNR. 
“We know hunter harvest is rarely 
a cause of population declines, but 
on small, local scale and under 
certain circumstances, hunters can 
indeed over-harvest game even 
within the confines of current 
seasons and bag limits.”

So far, the DNR has not docu-
mented any threat of over-harvest 
on the study areas, since the re-
search began in 2008.

The 2010-11 survey included 
small game hunters from Michi-
gan, Wisconsin, and Illinois with 
the most being from southern 
Iowa.

“Hunter cooperation is the key. 
Without that, we would not have 
any data,” McInroy said.

Judith Parcell, from Fairfield, 
won the $100 prize.

“I’ve been bird hunting 13 years 
and I love watching my pointers 
find coveys,” she said. “I appreci-
ate the excellent job of manage-
ment the DNR has done. I’ve 
never won anything. Thanks Quail 
Forever.”

Minnesota
DNR accepting 

comments on hunting 
rules

The Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) is ac-
cepting comments through March 
31 on a proposal to make perma-
nent a number of temporary hunt-
ing rules that have been in place 
for at least one hunting season.

The proposals cover a variety of 
areas pertaining to registration of 
game, hunter selection, and de-
scriptions of various hunting area 
boundaries such as goose zones 
and deer area boundaries.

“Hunters have been pursuing 
game under many of these rules 
for the past several seasons,” 
said Jason Abraham, DNR season 
setting specialist. “One new rule 
would establish a deadline for the 
purchase of bear licenses by hunt-
ers who were successful in the bear 
license lottery.”

A copy of the proposed rules will 
be published in the Feb. 14 State 
Register and online. A copy of the 
proposed rules is also available on 
the DNR website.

Many of the rule changes were 
a result of efforts to streamline 
regulations, reduce paperwork 
and modify zone boundaries to 
better match habitat conditions. 
The rules are summarized below:

    * Make a minor modification 
to the Lac qui Parle Controlled 
Hunting Zone boundary.

    * Provide for registration of 
multiple deer in intensive and 
managed deer areas and allow 
deer registration by telephone.

    * Restrict registration of antler-
less deer in youth-only antlerless 
deer areas.

    * Modify licensing procedures 
for bear hunting.

    * Modify elk zone boundaries 
and establish a separate license 
drawing for landowners.

    * Amend registration block 
boundaries.

    * Modify otter zone boundaries 
and fur registration procedures.

    * Modify turkey permit pro-
cedures.

    * Repeal obsolete goose zone 
boundaries and establish the 
boundary of a migratory water-
fowl feeding and resting area on 
Upper Twin Lake in Freeborn 
County.

Comments may be submitted to: 
Jason Abraham, Box 20, Minnesota 
DNR, 500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, 
MN 55115-4020, or by e-mailing 
jason.abraham@state.mn.us.
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2011 spring light goose 
hunting begins March 1
Interested participants are re-

minded that harvest of snow geese, 
including blue-phased snow geese 
and the smaller Ross’ geese, will 
be allowed from Tuesday, March 
1, to Sunday, April 30.

The harvest will occur under a 
federal conservation order that 
permits 24 states, including Min-
nesota, to allow harvest of light 
geese after the close of hunting 
seasons.

A spring light goose permit is 
required and may be obtained 
through any DNR license agent, 
online and by telephone at 888-
665-4236. Customers using the 
telephone will receive a temporary 
authorization number in lieu of 
the permit until it can be mailed to 
the applicant. Customers using the 
Internet will be able to print their 
own permit when completing the 
transaction, and will not receive a 
permit by mail.

Although the permits are free, 
there is a $3.50 application fee to 
cover the cost of issuing the per-
mit. No other license, stamp or 
permit is required to participate. 
Permits will be available after 
Friday, Feb. 18.

Most regulations that apply to 
fall goose hunting seasons also 
will apply during the spring light 
goose season, including nontoxic 
shot requirements and federal 
baiting regulations. In addition, 
all refuges closed to either duck or 
goose hunting during fall seasons 
are also closed during the spring 
conservation action. Shooting 
hours will be one-half hour before 
sunrise to one-half hour after sun-
set each day. No daily or posses-
sion limits apply. Use of electronic 
calls and unplugged shotguns is 
allowed.

The conservation order is part of 
an international effort to reduce 
by 50 percent the populations of 
lesser snow geese and Ross’ geese 
that breed in Arctic coastal areas 
and the Hudson Bay area. The 
goal is to reduce habitat damage 
on the breeding grounds caused 
by high populations of the birds. 
Minnesota has participated in the 
conservation order since 2000. 
Minnesota’s harvest of light geese 
during this effort has varied dra-
matically from a few hundred 
to 6,000, depending on weather 
conditions.

“Minnesota is at the extreme 
eastern edge of the spring migra-
tion through the Midwest,” said 
Ray Norrgard, DNR wetland 
wildlife program leader. “March 
weather, particularly snow and ice 
conditions, can have a tremendous 
effect on the migration routes of 
light geese.”

A summary of regulations will 
be available from license vendors, 
online, at DNR wildlife offices, or 
by calling the DNR Information 
Center at 651-296-6157 or toll-free 
888-646-6367.

DNR commissioner 
outlines 25-year legacy 

plan for parks and trails 
in Minnesota

With the goal of providing the 
next generation of Minnesotans 
with world-class parks and trails 
that connect everyone to the out-
doors, a mandated 25-year stra-
tegic legacy plan was presented 
to the State Legislature today by 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) Commissioner 
Tom Landwehr.

The long-range plan outlines 
how funds generated from the 
Clean Water Land and Legacy 
Act (the “Legacy Amendment”) as 

well as other traditional funding 
sources should be spent for parks 
and trails of state and regional 
significance.

    * The vision for the plan states 
that in 2035, Minnesota parks and 
trails will create experiences that 
inspire a legacy of stewardship for 
the natural world and provide fun 
outdoor recreational opportuni-
ties that strengthen friendships, 
families, health and spirit, now 
and into the future. Minnesotans 
will also experience the full range 
of benefits that outdoor recreation 
provides, reinforcing our state’s 
identity as an outdoor culture.

CREATING THE PLAN
The DNR, working with the 

Citizens League, used extensive 
public outreach efforts over an 
18-month period to develop the 
plan. The efforts included a kick-
off summit with recreation and 
conservation leaders, 17 listening 
workshops throughout Minne-
sota, outreach to more than 1,000 
youth and young adults, exten-
sive web-based input, targeted 
meetings with diverse racial and 
ethnic groups, and four final pub-
lic review workshops, along with 
additional web-based review of 
the draft plan.

Seven DNR-led teams of recre-
ation and conservation profes-
sionals used this public input and 
developed 10-year strategies.

Four areas, which are grounded 
in what DNR officials heard from 
the public, serve as the heart of 
the plan.  

They are:
    * Connect people and the out-

doors - better develop Minnesota’s 
stewards of tomorrow through 
connection strategies that increase 
life-long participation in parks 
and trails.
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    * Acquire land, create opportu-

nities - create new and expanded 
park and trail opportunities to 
satisfy current customers as well 
as to reach out to new ones.

    * Take care of what we have 
- provide safe, high-quality park 
and trail experiences by regular 
re-investment in park and trail 
infrastructure.

    * Coordinate among partners 
- enhance coordination across 
the large and complex network 
of public, private, and nonprofit 
partners that support Minnesota’s 
parks and trails to ensure seam-
less, enjoyable park and trail ex-
periences for Minnesotans.

The plan also establishes guide-
lines for making future parks and 
trails legacy plan funding deci-
sions, which include:

    * Achieve big, tangible out-
comes that make a long-term dif-
ference.

    * Take a balanced approach to 
supporting a range of parks and 
trails needs - from acquisition, to 
development, to taking care of 
what we have, to restoration, to 
programming and marketing.

    * Understand regional differ-
ences - the needs, priorities, re-
sources and existing infrastructure 
vary greatly across Minnesota.

The DNR worked with the Uni-
versity of Minnesota’s Center for 
Changing Landscapes, which de-
veloped a parks and trails inven-
tory and framework to support and 
inform this plan. The inventory and 
framework are posted online.

In 2008, Minnesotans passed the 
Clean Water Land and Legacy Act 
(the “Legacy Amendment”). It is 
funded by a 3/8 percent increase 
in the state sales tax. State and 
regional parks and trails receive 
14.25 percent of the funds generat-
ed from the Legacy Amendment.

Conservation grants 
available for local groups

The Conservation Partners Leg-
acy Grant Program (CPL) will 
accept a second round of appli-
cations for conservation projects 
starting Feb. 15. Approximately 
$775,000 remains from the fiscal 
year 2011 appropriation for the 
program to be used for projects 
requesting between $5,000 and 
$125,000.

“We’re looking for good, small 
projects that will benefit Minne-
sota’s fish, game and wildlife,” 
said Leslie Tannahill, CPL grant 
coordinator. “In the first round 
of fiscal year 2011 applications, 
we received more applications 
for larger projects. This round we 
want to see the smaller ones. This 
is the perfect opportunity for local 
groups to get involved.”

Examples of previously funded 
projects and their locations can be 
found on the DNR’s website.

Grants are available to local, 
regional, state and national or-
ganizations and to government 
entities. Projects are eligible in the 
following categories:

    * Restore or enhance fish and 
wildlife habitat on lands perma-
nently protected by conservation 
easements or public ownership

    * Protect land through acqui-
sition of fee title or conservation 
easements that will be open to 
public hunting and fishing during 
open seasons.

A nonstate match of at least 10 
percent is required for all applica-
tions requesting up to $100,000, 
and at least 15 percent nonstate 
funds are required for all ap-
plications requesting more than 
$100,000.

All applications must be submit-
ted using the CPL online grant 
application system on the CPL 

website. Applications must be sub-
mitted by 5 p.m. on March 31.

 Metro/St. Paul Ducks 
Unlimited Chapter 

recognized nationally
  Metro/St. Paul Chapter of 

Ducks Unlimited was recently 
named one of DU’s Top 100 Chap-
ters. The Top 100 Chapters are 
among Ducks Unlimited’s most 
successful chapters throughout 
the nation. Each year, the list is re-
served for the top 100 chapters that 
raise up to $100,000 in grassroots 
income for DU’s conservation mis-
sion. Chapters raising more than 
$100,000 are recognized by the 
President’s Elite award.

“I thank all our top 100 chapters 
and the volunteers who have 
made an extraordinary effort 
to raise a substantial amount of 
money for conservation this year,” 
DU President John Pope said.

The Metro/St. Paul Chapter 
has earned a spot on the Top 100 
list out of the more than 2,700 
DU Chapters nationwide. DU’s 
grassroots system has become 
a model for other conservation 
organizations worldwide and has 
helped conserve more than 12 
million acres of waterfowl habitat 
since 1937.         

“These top 100 chapters exempli-
fy DU’s grassroots system,” said 
Jim West, DU’s chief fundraising 
officer. “Volunteers within these 
chapters are showing that the fu-
ture of waterfowl populations and 
wetlands that filter our drinking 
water are important to them and 
their communities. Every volun-
teer’s passion for waterfowl con-
servation is the catalyst for DU’s 
perennial fundraising success.”

Ducks Unlimited is the world’s 
largest nonprofit organization 
dedicated to conserving North 
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America’s continually disappear-
ing waterfowl habitats. Estab-
lished in 1937, Ducks Unlimited 
has conserved more than 12 mil-
lion acres thanks to contributions 
from more than a million support-
ers across the continent. Guided by 
science and dedicated to program 
efficiency, DU works toward the 
vision of wetlands sufficient to fill 
the skies with waterfowl today, 
tomorrow and forever.

Area conservation group 
to hold fundraiser dinner 

in Brainerd
Proceeds used to restore and 

protect grouse and woodcock 
habitat

The Drumming Log Chapter of 
the Ruffed Grouse Society (RGS) 
will hold its 24th Annual Sports-
men’s Banquet on Thursday, May 
19, 2011 at Pelican Lakes Conser-
vation and Community Center, 
8922 Thrane Drive, Breezy Point, 
MN beginning with a reception 
hour at 5:30 p.m. Dinner will be 
served at 7:30 p.m.

As is the custom at this event, the 
evening will feature a live and si-
lent auction, games, drawings and 
door prizes, highlighted with the 
finest selection of quality firearms, 
artwork and collectable’s.

According to Rob Abear, indi-
vidual membership and dinner 
tickets are $50. There is also an 
optional family membership pack-
age for $90 which includes two 
dinners. Additional family dinners 
are available at $25 each. Banquet, 
Conservation and Sustaining 
sponsorship packages are also 
available at $275, $500 and $1,000 
respectively.

As with all RGS fundraiser’s, 
proceeds from this event will be 
used to restore and protect grouse 

and woodcock habitat.
For more information on the ban-

quet and/or tickets contact Abear 
at 218-839-7677, or by e-mail at: 
abears@brainerd.com .

Area conservation group 
to hold fundraiser dinner 

in St. Cloud
Proceeds used to restore and 

protect grouse and woodcock 
habitat

The Central Minnesota Chapter 
of the Ruffed Grouse Society will 
hold its 21st Annual Sportsmen’s 
Banquet on Tuesday, May 17, 2011 
at the Kelly Inn-Best Western, 100 
4th Avenue South, St. Cloud, MN, 
beginning with a reception party 
at 5:30 p.m. Dinner will be served 
at 7:30 p.m.

As is the custom at this event the 
evening will feature a live and si-
lent auction, games, drawings and 
door prizes; highlighted with the 
finest selection of quality firearms, 
artwork and collectable’s.

According to Chuck Brandes, 
individual membership and din-
ner tickets are $55. There is also 
an optional family membership 
package for $95 which includes 
two dinners. Additional family 
dinners are available at $30 each. 
Banquet, Conservation and Sus-
taining sponsorship packages are 
also available at $280, $500 and 
$1,000 respectively

As with all RGS fundraisers, pro-
ceeds from this event will be used 
to restore and protect grouse and 
woodcock habitat.

For more information and/or 
tickets contact Brandes at 320-356-
7342, or by e-mail at cbrandes@
lumber-one.com .

Nebraska
Focus on Pheasants to 

Offer CRP Incentives in 
March

The Focus on Pheasants program 
will offer up to a $50-per-acre bo-
nus payment to landowners for 
new and renewed Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) contracts 
accepted in the Southwest Focus 
Area. Landowners who choose to 
enroll new CRP or re-enroll expir-
ing CRP are eligible for the bonus 
payments.

The goals of Focus on Pheas-
ants are to increase and improve 
pheasant habitat, increase bird 
populations and provide addi-
tional public hunting access on 
private land.

The Southwest Focus Area in-
cludes portions of northwest 
Hitchcock, southeast Hayes and 
northwest Red Willow counties. 
Focus on Pheasants is a joint effort 
by the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission, Pheasants Forever 
and resource and conservation 
partners.

The general sign-up period for 
CRP will be March 14-April 15. 
Farmers and ranchers may offer 
eligible land for CRP’s competitive 
general sign-up at their county 
Farm Service Agency office. For 
more information, visit http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/crp. Contracts 
awarded under this sign-up will 
become effective Oct. 1, 2011.

CRP assists farmers, ranchers 
and other agricultural produc-
ers to use their environmentally 
sensitive land for conservation 
benefits. As a result, CRP has pro-
vided significant wildlife habitat 
benefits. Landowners who choose 
to improve the wildlife habitat 
and their Environmental Benefits 
Index score may be eligible for ad-
ditional incentives through Focus 
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on Pheasants.

Landowners interested in enroll-
ing land in the Focus on Pheasants 
program should contact Andy 
Houser at (308) 345-4163, or T.J. 
Walker or Justin Haahr at (308) 
535-8025.

Focus on Pheasants 
Yields Results in 

Southwest
 Through the statewide Focus 

on Pheasants program, the South-
west Focus on Pheasants program 
enrolled 5,350 acres for habitat in 
2010.

There were $83,338 in incentive 
payments in portions of northwest 
Hitchcock, southeast Hayes and 
northwest Red Willow counties 
– known as the Southwest Focus 
Area.

The Focus on Pheasants program 
strives to enhance pheasant hunt-
ing by offering landowners incen-
tives to produce quality habitat 
that will increase bird populations 
and to provide public hunting 
access.

In the southwest focus area, 
there were 3,168 acres of tall wheat 
stubble and 2,028 acres of milo 
stubble enrolled. There were 154 
acres of range deferment and 154 
acres of prescribed fire.

Of those habitat acres, 1,211 were 
under contract for allowing walk-
in hunting access, including 425 
acres of tall wheat stubble and 663 
of milo stubble.

Focus on Pheasants is a joint 
effort of the Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission, Pheasants 
Forever and resource and con-
servation partners to increase the 
pheasant population by creating 
and enhancing habitat in the focus 
areas.

Focus on Pheasants 
Yields Results in 

Southwest
Through the statewide Focus on 

Pheasants program, the South-
west Focus on Pheasants program 
enrolled 5,350 acres for habitat in 
2010.

There were $83,338 in incentive 
payments in portions of northwest 
Hitchcock, southeast Hayes and 
northwest Red Willow counties 
– known as the Southwest Focus 
Area.

The Focus on Pheasants program 
strives to enhance pheasant hunt-
ing by offering landowners incen-
tives to produce quality habitat 
that will increase bird populations 
and to provide public hunting 
access.

In the southwest focus area, 
there were 3,168 acres of tall wheat 
stubble and 2,028 acres of milo 
stubble enrolled. There were 154 
acres of range deferment and 154 
acres of prescribed fire.

Of those habitat acres, 1,211 were 
under contract for allowing walk-
in hunting access, including 425 
acres of tall wheat stubble and 663 
of milo stubble.

Focus on Pheasants is a joint 
effort of the Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission, Pheasants 
Forever and resource and con-
servation partners to increase the 
pheasant population by creating 
and enhancing habitat in the focus 
areas.

More Waterfowl Input 
Meetings Scheduled

Waterfowl hunters may attend 
public informational meetings 
to give their input on possible 
boundary changes to dark goose 
units and duck zones.

The Nebraska Game and Parks 

Commission will consider two 
changes to dark goose units and 
seven changes to ducks zones. The 
meetings will take place in areas 
that might be affected.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
rules allow boundary changes to 
be made every five years. Any 
changes would be in effect for 
the 2011-2012 waterfowl hunting 
seasons.

Game and Parks wants to hear 
from hunters who would like to 
see boundary changes, as well as 
from hunters who would not like 
to see changes.

Game and Parks 
Considering Waterfowl 

Boundary Changes
The Nebraska Game and Parks 

Commission is considering bound-
ary changes to dark goose units 
and duck zones for the 2011-2015 
waterfowl hunting seasons.

Two changes to dark goose units 
and seven changes to duck zones 
are being considered, thanks to 
input from the public.

Changes to the dark goose units 
under consideration include ex-
panding the Niobrara and Platte 
River units.

Possible changes in duck zone 
boundaries include areas of:

— Harlan and Franklin counties 
near Alma

— Nuckolls, Thayer, Jefferson, 
and Gage counties along U.S. 
Highway 136

— western Sarpy and Douglas 
counties along the Platte River 
between Yutan and Gretna

— Cedar, Dixon and Knox coun-
ties

— Loup, Blaine, and Custer coun-
ties near Taylor and Brewster

— Hall, Hamilton and Merrick 
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counties along the Platte from 
Columbus to Grand Island

— Butler County near Dwight 
and David City

“We received a lot of input, 
which lead to these potential 
changes,” said Mark Vrtiska, 
Game and Parks waterfowl pro-
gram manager. “Most of the input 
received was directed at these 
changes. Other suggestions were 
either not allowable by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service or we 
had conflicting responses to a 
change in an area.”

Game and Parks will hold another 
round of informational meetings, 
as well as a survey at OutdoorNe-
braska.org, to receive input on the 
considered changes. Vrtiska said 
it is important for hunters to give 
their opinions, whether they are for 
or against changes.

“The duck zone changes still 
need approval of our Board of 
Commissioners and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service before they 
can go into effect,” Vrtiska said. 
“Additional information will be 
coming for times and locations of 
public meetings.”

Landowners Offered 
Incentives for Pheasant 

Habitat
 Landowners in parts of south-

west Nebraska undecided about 
what to plant this spring may want 
to consider milo. The Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission 
has incentives for planting milo 
designed to enhance pheasant 
hunting in the area.

The milo incentive is offered in 
portions of northwest Hitchcock, 
southeast Hayes and northwest 
Red Willow counties – known as 
the Southwest Focus on Pheasants 
area.

Following harvest, landowners 

may receive payments of $15 per 
acre for milo stubble that is at least 
15 inches high and left in place 
as pheasant habitat until April 1, 
2012.

Two other incentives also are 
available. Landowners who plant 
wheat may receive $15 per acre for 
tall wheat stubble and pheasant 
friendly managed wheat stubble 
acres. They also may be paid $15 
per acre for deferred grazing on 
rangeland by leaving grass for 
wildlife habitat for one year.

Landowners who take advan-
tage of these incentives also may 
receive additional payments for 
allowing public walk-in hunting 
access on those acres. Each land-
owner may enroll up to 320 acres 
of milo or wheat during the 2011-
2012 season.

The goals of the incentives are 
to increase and improve pheasant 
habitat, increase grassland bird 
populations and provide addi-
tional public hunting access on 
private land.

Focus on Pheasants is a joint 
effort of Game and Parks, Pheas-
ants Forever and resource and 
conservation partners to increase 
the pheasant population by creat-
ing and enhancing habitat in focus 
areas.

Landowners interested in enroll-
ing land for any of the incentives 
should contact T.J. Walker or Justin 
Haahr at (308) 535-8025 or Andy 
Houser at (308) 345-4163, ext. 3.

North Dakota
Producers Have 

Opportunities with 
Conservation Reserve 

Program
Producers interested in submit-

ting bids to enroll land in Con-
servation Reserve Program acres 

have a deadline of April 15. Ap-
plications received during the cur-
rent sign up period will be ranked 
against others according to the 
Environmental Benefit Index.

Kevin Kading, North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department pri-
vate land section leader, said there 
are some things producers can do 
to increase their chances of being 
accepted into CRP. “Producers can 
receive assistance from private 
land biologists with the Game 
and Fish Department, Ducks Un-
limited and Pheasants Forever,” 
Kading said.

Private land biologists can help 
producers find the best possible 
combination of factors that will 
positively influence their EBI 
score, which will increase their 
likelihood of being accepted into 
the program.

North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department offers incentives and 
cost share if producers enroll their 
CRP into the department’s Private 
Land Open To Sportsmen program 
to allow walk-in access for hunt-
ing. “This is an option producers 
should keep in mind when apply-
ing for CRP,” Kading said.

Land currently enrolled in CRP 
with an expiration date of Sept. 30 
is eligible. In addition, new acreage 
may also be offered into this sign-
up if cropping history and other 
eligibility requirements are met.

Producers should contact the fol-
lowing biologists for more informa-
tion, or attend a local workshop.

NDGF Private Land 
Biologists

Ty Dressler, Dickinson – 227-7431 
(Stark, Hettinger, Adams, Slope, 
Bowman)

Terry Oswald, Jr., Bismarck – 
328-6647 (Burleigh, Emmons, Kid-
der, Oliver)
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Nate Harling, Devils Lake – 662-

3617 (Bottineau, Rolette, Towner, 
Cavalier, Ramsey, Pembina, Walsh, 
Grand Forks, Nelson)

Ryan Huber, Williston – 774-4320 
(Divide, Burke, Williams, Moun-
trail, McKenzie)

Caroline Littlefield, Lonetree – 
324-2211 (Sheridan, Wells, Eddy, 
Foster, Benson, Pierce)

Renae Martinson, Jamestown 
– 253-6480 (Stutsman, Barnes, 
Lamoure, Dickey, Sargent, Griggs, 
Cass, Richland, Ransom, Steele, 
Traill, McIntosh, Logan)

John Bauer, Riverdale – 654-7475 
(McLean, Mercer, McHenry, Ward, 
Renville)

Kory Richardson, Lake Ilo NWR 
– 548-8110 (Dunn, Billings, Golden 
Valley)

Jon Roaldson, Bismarck – 328-
6308 (Grant, Morton and Sioux)

PF Farm Bill Biologists
Rachel Bush, Jamestown – 252-

2521 ext. 129 (Stutsman, Barnes, 
Lamoure)

Jeff Potts, Dickinson – 225-3811 
ext. 118 (Stark, Hettinger, Adams 
and other western counties)

Matt Olson, Forman – 724-3247 
ext. 101 (Sargent, Richland, Ran-
som, Dickey)

Megan Moore, Hettinger – 567-
2661 ext. 113 (Adams, Bowman, 
Slope and other western coun-
ties)

DU Conservation 
Program Biologists

Mathew Shappell, Napoleon 
– 754-2234 ext. 3 (Emmons, McIn-
tosh, Dickey, Logan, Kidder)

Krista Reiser, Turtle Lake – 448-
2377 (McLean, Burleigh, Sheri-
dan) 

Youth Grant Program 
Recruits Young Hunters
Wildlife, shooting, civic and 

fraternal organizations are en-
couraged to submit an application 
for the Encouraging Tomorrow’s 
Hunters program, a grant program 
developed to assist in recruitment 
of the next generation of hunters 
and shooters.

Grant funds will help cover event 
expenses, including promotional 
printing; event memorabilia such 
as shirts, caps or vests; ammuni-
tion and targets, and eye and ear 
protection.

Past funding has enabled several 
groups to conduct youth pheasant 
and waterfowl hunts, while others 
have sponsored trap and shooting 
events, including archery and rifle 
shooting.

Any club or organization inter-
ested in conducting a youth hunt-
ing or shooting event can get more 
information, including a grant 
application, from the North Da-
kota Game and Fish Department 
website, gf.nd.gov., or contact 
outreach biologist Pat Lothspeich 
at (701) 328-6332.

The deadline to apply for a 2011 
grant is April 15.

Spring Light Goose 
Licenses Available

Light goose hunters planning 
to hunt during North Dakota’s 
spring season can purchase a li-
cense online at the state Game and 
Fish Department’s website.

Residents can hunt during the 
spring season by having last fall’s 
2010-11 bird licenses. Otherwise, 
hunters will need to purchase ei-
ther a 2011-12 combination license; 
or a small game, and general game 
and habitat license.

Nonresidents, regardless of age, 

need a 2011 spring light goose 
season license. The cost is $50 
and the license is good statewide. 
Nonresidents who hunt the spring 
season remain eligible to buy a fall 
season license. The spring season 
does not count against the 14-day 
fall hunting season regulation.

A federal duck stamp is not 
required of either residents or 
nonresidents.

Licenses are available only from 
the Game and Fish Department’s 
Bismarck office, the department’s 
website at gf.nd.gov, or by calling 
(800) 406-6409.

North Dakota’s spring light 
goose season officially opens Feb. 
19, but hunters shouldn’t expect to 
see geese migrate through anytime 
soon.

North Dakota’s annual spring 
season opens in February in case 
weather conditions allow for an 
early arrival. Availability of food 
and open water dictate when snow 
geese arrive in the state. Early mi-
grants generally start showing up 
in the southeast part of the state in 
mid-to-late March, but huntable 
numbers usually aren’t around 
until the end of March or early 
April. Movements through the 
state largely depend on available 
roosting areas and the extent of 
the snow line.

Hunters must obtain a new Har-
vest Information Program registra-
tion number before venturing out 
into the field. Those purchasing a 
license are able to register with the 
HIP at that time. Otherwise, hunt-
ers should call (888) 634-4798. The 
HIP number is good for the fall 
season as well, so spring hunters 
should save it to record on their 
fall license.

The Game and Fish Department 
will provide hunters with migra-
tion updates once geese have en-
tered the state. Hunters can access 
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the department’s website, or call 
(701) 328-3697, to receive general-
ized locations of bird sightings 
in North Dakota until the season 
ends or geese have left the state. 
Migration reports will be updated 
periodically during the week.

The spring season is only open 
to light geese – snows, blues, and 
Ross’s. Species identification is 
important because white-fronted 
and Canada geese travel with 
light geese. The season is closed to 
whitefronts, Canada geese, swans 
and all other migratory birds.

The statewide season is open 
through May 8. Shooting hours 
are 30 minutes before sunrise to 
30 minutes after sunset. There is 
no daily bag limit or possession 
limit. Electronic and recorded 
calls, as well as shotguns capable 
of holding more than three shells, 
may be used to take light geese 
during this season.

There are no waterfowl rest areas 
designated for the spring season. 
Hunters should note that private 
land within waterfowl rest areas 
closed last fall may be posted 
closed to hunting.

Nontoxic shot is required for 
hunting all light geese statewide. 
Driving off established roads and 
trails is strongly discouraged dur-
ing this hunt because of the likeli-
hood of soft, muddy conditions, 
and winter wheat that is planted 
across the state.

To maintain good landowner 
relations, hunters are advised to 
seek permission before hunting 
on private lands or attempting any 
off-road travel during this season. 
Sprouted winter wheat is consid-
ered an unharvested crop. There-
fore, hunting or off-road travel in 
winter wheat is not legal without 
landowner permission.

All regular hunting season regu-

lations not addressed above apply 
to the spring season. For more 
information on regulations refer 
to the 2011 Spring Light Goose 
Hunting Regulations and the 2010 
North Dakota Waterfowl Hunting 
Guide.

Hunting Guide and 
Outfitter Test Set for May 

7
The next guide and outfitter 

written examination is May 7 
at 1 p.m. at the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department of-
fice in Bismarck. The test is given 
periodically to anyone interested 
in becoming a hunting guide or 
outfitter in the state.

In addition to passing a written 
exam, qualifications for becom-
ing a guide include a background 
check for criminal and game and 
fish violations; certification in car-
diopulmonary resuscitation and 
standard first aid; and employ-
ment by or contract with a licensed 
hunting outfitter.

Hunting outfitter eligibility 
requirements include the guide 
qualifications, as well as an indi-
vidual must have held a hunting 
guide license for two years; and 
must have proof of liability insur-
ance.

Interested individuals are re-
quired to preregister by calling 
the Game and Fish Department’s 
enforcement office at 328-6604.

Sharp-tailed Grouse 
Observation Blinds to 

Open
Several national wildlife refuges 

and a state wildlife management 
area will offer sharp-tailed grouse 
observation blinds for public use 
this spring. The blinds are popular 
with wildlife photographers and 
others interested in watching the 

spring courtship rituals of sharp-
tailed grouse.

Grouse blinds typically receive 
widespread interest and are avail-
able by reservation only. Those 
locations offering blinds usually 
start taking reservations for late 
March or early April, weather 
permitting. Peak grouse dancing 
activity usually occurs from mid-
April into early May.

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department has an observa-
tion blind at Lonetree Wildlife 
Management Area southwest of 
Harvey. Call (701) 324-2211 for 
reservations.

Contact the following national 
wildlife refuges for information 
on blind reservations:

    * Lostwood National Wildlife 
Refuge, Kenmare, (701) 848-2722.

    * Des Lacs National Wildlife 
Refuge, Kenmare, (701) 385-4046.

    * Long Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge, Moffit, (701) 387-4397.

    * Arrowwood National Wildlife 
Refuge, Pingree, (701) 285-3341.

    * Upper Souris National 
Wildlife Refuge, Berthold, (701) 
468-5467.

    * J. Clark Salyer National 
Wildlife Refuge, Upham, (701) 
768-2548.

Wisconsin
DNR Seeks Observation 

Reports of Migrating 
Trumpeter Swans

Spring officially arrives in Wis-
consin on March 20, but the Lower 
Wisconsin State Riverway and 
some sloughs are already open, 
and the migration of birds has 
begun. With the migration, the 
Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) is seeking observation re-
ports of trumpeter swans along the 
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Lower Wisconsin State Riverway.

There are a number of migrating 
birds already in the area. Listen-
ing closely the distinct call of the 
sandhill crane can be heard. Geese 
are flying over head and a variety 
of ducks can be spotted in the 
backwaters, including mergan-
sers, goldeneyes, mallards and 
buffleheads.

The careful eye can see North 
America’s largest native water-
fowl, the trumpeter swan. This is 
one large white bird, with males 
sometimes weighing in over 30 
pounds. Not only is the trumpeter 
swan large in weight for a flying 
bird, but they have a wingspan 
of more than seven feet and they 
stand about four feet tall! There 
are a few other white birds that 
migrate through, but a good way 
to identify the trumpeter swan is 
the reddish band along the lower 
beak, looking a bit like lipstick 
against its otherwise black bill 
(unlike the mute swan which has 
an orange beak).

DNR wildlife staff investigates 
observation reports, bands some 
of the trumpeter swans to follow 
their movement. This creates an-
other opportunity for identifying 
the bird. Unlike most other birds 
this waterfowl is not huntable. 
As such, they have either large 
bands around their necks or tags 
on their wings that are visible from 
a distance.

If a trumpeter swan is spotted, 
particularly a banded trumpeter 
swan, there are two simple ways to 
report them. A swan observation 
report can be filled out and sub-
mitted online. Or the observation 
report can be submitted over the 
phone by calling the DNR wildlife 
management office at 608-588-
3432. Please be sure to note the 
color and any numbers that are 
written on the band.

More information about trum-
peter swans, a species of concern 
in Wisconsin, is available on 
the DNR website or visit www.
allaboutbirds.org/guide/Trum-
peter_Swan/id (exit DNR).

Stamp funds available 
for habitat work to 

benefit turkey, pheasant 
and waterfowl

Applications to fund habitat 
work by conservation organiza-
tions and government agencies to 
benefit wild turkeys, pheasants, 
and waterfowl are now available 
from the Department of Natural 
Resources. The applications are 
due March 28, 2011, for work to 
be done in 2012 and 2013.

Funds raised through the sale 
wild turkey, pheasant, and water-
fowl stamps and a portion of the 
Conservation Patron license are 
made available to conservation 
organizations and units of govern-
ment. Eligibility information and 
criteria, application guidance, and 
more information can be found 
on each of the species pages on 
the DNR website at dnr.wi.gov. 
Funds may be used only for de-
veloping, managing, preserving, 
restoring and maintaining the wild 
turkey, pheasant, and waterfowl 
populations and their habitat in 
the state.

“Since their inception, millions 
of dollars of wild turkey, pheasant, 
and waterfowl stamp funds have 
been awarded to conduct habitat 
management, research, and out-
reach that benefits the species, 
their habitat, and the people who 
enjoy hunting and viewing them,” 
said Scott Walter, the Department 
of Natural Resources upland wild-
life ecologist. “These funds have 
been instrumental in providing 
critical habitat and species man-

agement across the state.”
Currently, 60 percent of pheasant 

stamp funds are directed to the 
State Game Farm, which annually 
produces pheasants for release on 
public hunting grounds. The pro-
gram provides additional pheas-
ant hunting opportunities for bird 
hunting enthusiasts. One-third of 
waterfowl stamp funds is directed 
to Canada in a cooperative species 
management effort that preserves 
waterfowl habitat and benefits 
Wisconsin hunters.

“All Wisconsin residents have 
benefitted from the waterfowl 
habitat work that has been funded 
by the sale of Wisconsin waterfowl 
stamps,” said Ricky Lien, DNR’s 
wetland habitat specialist. “Wet-
land habitat work accomplished 
through the money raised by 
waterfowl stamps not only ben-
efits hunters but also provides 
waterfowl watching opportuni-
ties for non-hunters, provides 
clean water, and helps to control 
flooding by slowing the release of 
floodwaters.”

A stamp is required to hunt wild 
turkeys, pheasants, and waterfowl 
in the state of Wisconsin. Many 
stamp collectors also purchase the 
stamps, and stamp design contests 
are held each August to determine 
the design of the upcoming license 
year’s stamps. On average, the 
wildlife stamps receive annual 
revenues exceeding $300,000 for 
pheasant, $750,000 for wild turkey, 
and $550,000 for waterfowl.

To learn more about how to ap-
ply for funds from Wisconsin’s 
wild turkey, pheasant and wa-
terfowl stamps to benefit wildlife 
and wildlife habitat in Wisconsin, 
visit Wisconsin Wildlife Stamp or 
contact Krista McGinley, assistant 
upland wildlife ecologist, at (608) 
264-8963 or Krista.McGinley@
Wisconsin.gov.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Krista McGinley, (608) 
264-8963

U.S. FISH AND 
WILDLIFE SERVICE 

TO LAUNCH MAJOR 
NATIONAL SURVEY 

ON HUNTING, 
FISHING, AND 

WILDLIFE WATCHING
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice will soon be conducting the 
12th National Survey of Fishing, 
Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated 
Recreation. Hunters, anglers and 
other wildlife enthusiasts across 
the nation will be asked to partici-
pate in interviewing set to begin 
April 1. The survey, which has 
been conducted every five years 
since 1955, will involve 53,000 
households.

“We appreciate the anglers, hunt-
ers, birdwatchers and other citi-
zens throughout the United States 
who voluntarily participate in the 
survey when contacted,” said Act-
ing Director Rowan Gould, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. “The 
survey results help wildlife and 
natural resource managers quan-
tify how much Americans value 
wildlife resources in terms of both 
participation and expenditures.”

The survey is funded by the 
Multistate Conservation Grant 
Program authorized by the Wild-
life and Sport Fish Restoration 
Programs Improvement Act of 
2000. The survey provides the only 
comprehensive statistical database 
available on participation and ex-
penditures for hunting, fishing and 
wildlife-watching in all 50 states. 
The information is collected by 
the U.S. Census Bureau, primarily 
through telephone interviews to 
be conducted April to June and 

September to October in 2011, and 
January to March in 2012. Those 
contacted will be asked about their 
participation and expenditures 
in several categories of wildlife-
associated recreation. The results 
will be available in a national 
report and in 50 individual state 
reports.

“The last survey published in 
2006 revealed 87.5 million Ameri-
cans enjoyed some form of wild-
life-related recreation and spent 
more than $122.3 billion pursuing 
their activities,” said Hannibal 
Bolton, assistant director for the 
Service’s Wildlife and Sport Fish 
Restoration program. “The survey 
is a critical information resource 
for federal and state wildlife agen-
cies, outdoor and tourist indus-
tries, local governments, planners, 
conservation groups, journalists 
and others interested in wildlife 
and outdoor recreation.”

Participation is voluntary and 
all responses are strictly confi-
dential. Data collected is used 
for statistical purposes only and 
no participant can be identified 
from information contained in the 
database and follow-up reports. 
Representative samples will be 
based on the initial contacts and 
include 19,000 anglers and hunt-
ers and 10,000 wildlife watchers 
(wildlife photographers, feeders, 
and observers).

Preliminary survey findings 
will be available in the spring of 
2012. Final reports will be issued 
beginning in the fall of 2012. The 

reports, when completed, will be 
posted at <http://wsfrprograms.
fws.gov>.

The mission of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service is to work with 
others to conserve, protect and 
enhance fish, wildlife, plants and 
their habitats for the continuing 
benefit of the American people. 
We are both a leader and trusted 
partner in fish and wildlife con-
servation, known for our scientific 
excellence, stewardship of lands 
and natural resources, dedicated 
professionals and commitment to 
public service. For more informa-
tion on our work and the people 
who make it happen, visit www.
fws.gov.


