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Fund Raising

Mid South Quail Forever Receives 
NRA Foundation Grant       

The Mid South Chapter of  
Quail Forever was re 
cently chosen by the NRA 

Foundation as a Tennessee recipient 
of grant money to help fund its 2011 
Youth Hunt.  The announcement 
was made at the May Friends of the 
NRA meeting held at Range USA. 
Mike Webb, NRA Field Representa-
tive, and Eddie Wilson, co-chair of 
the Tennessee Friends of the NRA, 
proudly presented the check to the 
chapter. 

 The NRA Foundation is the 
country’s leading charitable orga-
nization in support of the shooting 
sports, awarding more than $140 
million since its inception in 1990. 
The NRA Foundation supports those 
organizations and programs that 
ensure the continuation of our proud 
shooting and hunting heritage.

The Mid South Chapter of Quail 
Forever is looking forward to hold-
ing the youth hunt in November 

Photo, Left to right: Kelby Blackard (QF Youth Hunt committee), Eddie Wilson (FNRA committee co-chair), 
Walker Morris (QF president), and Paul Houghland (FNRA state grant committee).

at supporter Jerry Payne’s Quail 
Farm in Arlington, TN.  The Quail 
Forever Chapter will serve as guides 
and mentors for the young hunters, 
who will all be hunter safety course 
graduates.    “Thanks to the generos-
ity of the Friends of the NRA, we are 
looking forward to having our best 
hunt ever this year,” said chapter 
president Walker Morris.

The Mid South Chapter of Quail 
Forever works with area landown-
ers to improve quail habitat so 
youngsters such as these will be 
able to experience the legacy of wild 
quail hunting in the future.  For 
more information about the Mid 
South Chapter, call Walker Morris at 
(901) 218-3542, or visit their website 
at www.midsouthquailforever.org.
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News From The AKC

AKC NATIONAL 
AGILITY 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
WINNERS CROWNED 

IN LEXINGTON, 
VIRGINIA

-- Funds Also Raised for AKC/
USA Agility World Team and Japan 
Relief --

New York, N.Y. ñ Eleven new 
AKC® National Agility Champions 
were crowned yesterday at the 2011 
AKC National Agility Champion-
ship sponsored by Eukanuba and J 
&J Dog Supplies, held April 1-3 in 
Lexington, Virginia. The American 
Kennel Club® event brought to-
gether a record entry of more than 
1,100 dogs from across the country 
to compete for the titles of AKC 
National Agility Champion and 
AKC Preferred National Agility 
Champion. One dog and handler 
team was crowned in each jump 
height category in both the regular 
and preferred competitions.

 After the completion of more 
than 8,000 total runs over the week-
end, we are thrilled to congratulate 
the 2011 National Agility Champion-
ship winners, said Carrie DeYoung, 
AKC Director of Agility.  The fif-
teenth anniversary of this event was 
truly a celebration, with our largest 
entry ever and All-American dogs 
competing at a National Champion-
ship for the first time. Our thanks 
also go to the host city of Lexington, 
Virginia which welcomed our dogs 
and handlers with open arms.î

The AKC National Agility 
Championship demonstrates the 
highest level of training and team-
work between dog and handler and 
is the culmination of thousands 

of trials held throughout the year. 
Dogs had to qualify at the high-
est levels of competition in order 
to compete. The  Olympics of dog 
sports, agility events allow dogs to 
demonstrate their athleticism and 
versatility by racing against the 
clock and overcoming a challenging 
course of different obstacles.

The AKC National Agility 
Championship also hosted a special 
Time2Beat class on March 31st as a 
fundraiser for some very worthy 
causes. The rings were staffed by 
AKC Agility World Team members 
past, present and future to make 
this possible. Competitors donated 
$5 for the chance to run a course 
and test the running surface, rais-
ing a total of $4,050. Half of the 
money raised, or $2,025, will be 
donated to the AKC CAR Support 
and Relief Fund to assist Japanese 
residents and companion animals 
who have suffered from the recent 
earthquake and tsunami, while the 
other half will go to the AKC/USA 
Agility World Team to help with 
team expenses.

Winners of the regular AKC 
National Agility Championship 
now have the title  NAC as a prefix 
to their AKC names. Placing first in 
their height division (8”, 12”, 16”, 
20”, 24 and 26” respectively) were:

AKC National Agility Cham-
pions

· 8 NAC CH MACH4 StarStruck 
Sparkle Plenty OF (Sparkle, a Papil-
lon) owned by Andrea Samuels of 
Port Washington, NY

· 12 NAC MACH6 Mikamar 
Diamonds Are Forever NAP NJP 
MXF (Sparkle, a Shetland Sheep-
dog) owned by Patti Gagnon of 
Nashua, NH

· 16 NAC MACH3 Luka De La 
Brise XF (Luka, a Pyrenean Shep-
herd) owned by Ashley Deacon of 
Redwood City, CA

· 20 NAC MACH Drifter XF 
(Drifter, a Border Collie) owned by 
Rosanne Demascio of Gilbertsville, 
PA

· 24 NAC Contact Point Made 
Ewe Blink MX MXJ XF (Blink, a Bor-
der Collie) owned by Tracy Golden 
of Hidden Hills, CA

· 26 NAC Sagehill’s Change The 
World MX MXJ OF (Revolution, a 
Border Collie) owned by Tori Self 
of New Smyrna Beach, FL

The top dog in each preferred 
jump height ñ 4î, 8î, 12î, 16 and 20 
won the title Preferred National 
Agility Champion of 2010. Dogs 
entered in the preferred competition 
jump at a lower height and have 
more time to complete the course 
than in the regular agility competi-
tion, allowing more dogs, such as 
our older canines, the opportunity 
to compete. Winners of the AKC 
Preferred National Agility Champi-
onship now have the title  PNAC as 
a prefix to their AKC names.

AKC Preferred National Agility 
Champions

· 4 PNAC Wingssong Sweet 
Baby James CD RE AX AXJ MXP4 
MJP6 PAX2 OFP (Taylor, a Papil-
lon) owned by Barbara Scanlan of 
Normal, IL

· 8 PNAC MACH5 Windy Ha-
ven Explosive Sky AXP MJP XF 
(Skyler, a Shetland Sheepdog) 
owned by Sandi A. Osborne of Flat 
Rock, MI

· 12 PNAC MACH Valkyrie 
Dark Angel MXP MJP2 NF (Angel, a 
Shetland Sheepdog) owned by Mar-
garet Howes of Springfield, MA

· 16 PNAC MACH2 Old West 
New Kid In Town MXP2 MJP2 OF 
(Rusty, an Australian Shepherd) 
owned by Naci Berkoz of Tarzana, 
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· 20 PNAC MACH2 Argo’s Turn 
The Page UD RE JH MXP MJP2 NF 
(Devon, a Golden Retriever) owned 
by Kelly Armstrong of Centreville, 
MD

For more information on AKC 
events, including photos and addi-
tional results, visit www.akc.org

NCSU Researchers 
Find Lymphoma Genes 
by Turning Dogs into 

Humans
Published results are part of 

an on-going AKC Canine Health 
Foundation funded project.

Researchers at North Carolina 
State University are narrowing the 
search for genes involved in non-
Hodgkin lymphoma – by turning 
dogs into humans.

Humans and dogs don’t just 
share companionship and living 
space, they also share a similar 
genetic makeup. Additionally, they 
share the same types of cancer, in-
cluding lymphoma. Dr. Matthew 
Breen, professor of genomics at 
North Carolina State University, 
uses canines as a genetic model 
for studying lymphoma because 
purebred dogs of the same breed 
have less genetic variation among 
them than humans do, making it 
easier to pinpoint areas on canine 
chromosomes that may be involved 
with cancer.

In a paper published in the 
journal Leukemia and Lymphoma, 
Breen’s team took the genetic infor-
mation from dogs with non-Hodg-
kin lymphoma, and then rearranged 
or “recoded” the genomes of the 
dogs so that, genomically speaking, 
they were human. The researchers 
then compared the recoded canine 
genomes with those of humans with 
non-Hodgkin lymphoma, to see 

which chromosomes were involved 
with the cancer in both humans and 
canines.

“This is the first time that we 
were able to compare this informa-
tion from dogs with lymphoma 
directly with existing data from 
human patients diagnosed with 
the equivalent cancer and using the 
same technique,” says Dr. Rachael 
Thomas, research assistant profes-
sor of molecular biomedical sciences 
at NC State and lead author of the 
paper.

Man and Boxer Dog

Breen’s group found that only a 
few genes involved with lymphoma 
are shared by dogs and humans.  
This information helps researchers 
to be more focused in their search for 
the genes that cause the disease. 

The data revealed that there 
were only a few genes involved with 
lymphoma that were shared by dogs 
and humans. This is in contrast to 
current research into human lym-
phoma, where numerous genes have 
been identified as possibly having a 
relationship to the cancer. Breen and 
his colleagues hope that this data 

will point researchers toward the 
most likely genetic culprits.

“In essence, we stripped the 
background noise from the human 
data,” Breen says.  “Lymphoma ge-
nomics is a lot more complex in hu-
man patients than in dog patients. 
This study tells us that while both 
humans and dogs have comparable 
disease at the clinical and cellular 
level, the genetic changes associated 
with the same cancers are much less 
complex in the dog. This suggests 
that maybe there is a lot of genetic 
noise in the human cancers that 
are not essential components of the 
process. While human studies have 
been looking in numerous places in 
the genome, the dog data indicate 
we need to focus on what’s shared, 
and these are very few regions.”

The study was funded by the 
National Institutes of Health and 
by AKC Canine Health Foundation 
Grant 613.

Breen’s group found that only a few genes involved with lym-
phoma are shared by dogs and humans.  This information helps 
researchers to be more focused in their search for the genes that 
cause the disease. 
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News From The Enemy Camp And Good Guys

PETA Pets Euthanized
A recently released report for 

2010 shows that the country’s most 
outrageous animal rights group 
euthanized the majority of pets in 
their care. 

According to the Virginia De-
partment of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services, in 2010 PETA eutha-
nized 79% of the total cats, dogs and 
other companion animals in their 
care.  An astonishing 97% of cats 
and 88% of dogs were put to sleep 
by the group during 2010. 

Of the 1553 cats received by 
the animal rights group, over 97% 
of them were surrendered by their 
owners to PETA.  Similarly, of the 
792 dogs received, 90% of them were 
surrendered by their owners. 

While this sounds like some-
thing completely out of character for 
a group which believes that animals 
are equal to humans, this is not the 
first time PETA has killed the major-
ity of animals given to its care.  In 
2006, PETA reportedly destroyed 
most of the animals surrendered 
by owners to the organization, and 
in 2007 two PETA employees were 
charged with animal cruelty for 
allegedly tossing garbage bags full 
of euthanized cats and dogs into a 
dumpster.     

From www.ussportsmen.org

Assault on Texas 
Sporting Dog Owners 

Continues
Legislation that would devas-

tate the sporting dog community in 
Texas continues to pile up.

House Bills 998, 1451, and 2116 
would enact severe restrictions on 

sporting dog owners and could 
force many respectable sporting 
dog kennels and breeders out of 
existence. 

House Bill 998: Texas dog own-
ers, and sportsmen nationwide, are 
already aware that this is a very 
dangerous bill.  In fact, the bill 
received such a strong outpouring 
of opposition following its intro-
duction that Fox News and many 
local news outlets all carried the 
story.   The measure, introduced 
by Rep. Ruth McClendon (D- San 
Antonio),  would require owners 
of unneutered male dogs weighing 
20 or more pounds, that are not re-
strained at all times, to carry a mini-
mum $100,000 insurance liability 
policy.   It was recently assigned to 
the House Committee on Judiciary 
and Civil Jurisprudence.  Click here 
for more information.

House Bill 2116:  This bill, in-
troduced Rep. Garnet Coleman (D- 
Houston), would severely restrict 
an owner’s ability to keep their dog 
outdoors.  The bill would prohibit all 
tethering of dogs while unattended.  
In addition, the bill would require 
all outdoor housing enclosures to 
have a minimum of 150 square feet 
of space for each dog.

It would also classify many 
sporting dog owners as “commercial 
breeders,” subjecting them to costly 
new regulations including housing, 
exercise, veterinary care, grooming, 
transportation, and more.

House Bill 1451:  This legisla-
tion, introduced by Rep. Senfronia 
Thompson (D- Houston), would 
create a “commercial breeder” defi-
nition identical to that in HB 2116. 

It would require “commercial 
breeders” to be licensed, inspected, 

and regulated by the Commission 
of Licensing and Regulation.  The 
bill would require this Commission 
to enact costly new regulations for 
dog owners including strict housing 
guidelines, exercise requirements, 
mandatory veterinary exams, and 
many other requirements.

HB 1451 will be heard before 
the House Licensing and Admin-
istrative Procedures Committee 
this coming Tuesday, March 15th.  
Click here for more information on 
the hearing. 

Take Action!  Texas sportsmen 
should contact their state repre-
sentatives and ask them to oppose 
HB 998, HB 1451, and HB 2116.  
Tell them these bills could force 
many responsible sporting dog 
breeders out of existence.  To find 
your state representative’s contact 
information, please visit the USSA 
Legislative Action Center at  www.
ussportsmen.org/LAC

IDAHO BECOMES 
31ST STATE TO PASS 

FAMILIES AFIELD LAW 
Idaho Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter 

has signed into law House Bill 85, 
making Idaho the 31st state to pass 
Families Afield legislation since the 
program’s inception in 2004. The 
new law will allow the Idaho Fish 
and Game Commission to establish 
a mentored hunting program. The 
mentored hunting program would 
allow newcomers to try hunting 
under the watchful eye of an expe-
rienced mentor prior to the comple-
tion of a hunter education course. To 
date, 31 states have passed Families 
Afield-style laws, and new statis-
tics show that more than 598,532 
apprentice licenses have been sold 
since the program began
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NEW YORK BILL 
WOULD LOWER AGE 
FOR PARTICIPATION 

AT RANGES 
New York State Senate Bill 4017 

authorizes youths 10 years of age or 
older to load and fire a rifle, shotgun 
or pistol at a shooting range while 
under the supervision of a qualified 
person. The bill lowers the age from 
the current 12 years while raising 
the minimum age of the qualified 
supervisor from 18 to 21. Currently, 
many youths are excluded from 
scholastic shooting sports competi-
tions in New York because of the 
existing legislation

OPPOSE SOUTH 
DAKOTA PETITION TO 

BAN TRADITIONAL 
AMMUNITION 

NSSF is urging all sportsmen 
to contact members of the South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks Com-
mission in opposition to its proposal 
to ban traditional ammunition for 
hunting on public roads and rights 
of way. The commission proposed 
the ban earlier this month and will 
vote on whether to put the regula-
tion into place during its April 7-8 
meetings in Brandon, S.D.

4TH QUARTER U.S. 
QUARTERLY IMPORTS 
DOWN 17.6 PERCENT 

NSSF reports that overall U.S. 
quarterly imports (in U.S. dollars) 
of all sporting arms and ammuni-
tion declined 17.6 percent in the 
fourth quarter of 2010 compared to 
the same period last year. During 
the period of October to December 
2010, imports were $255.3 million, 
down from $309.8 million in 2009. 
Individually, the shotgun category 
showed a 7.6 percent increase 
from $39.5 million to $42.5 million 

while the muzzleloader category 
posted a 7.4 percent increase from 
$4.4 million to $4.7 million. The 
ammunition category was down 
0.5 percent from $104.2 million to 
$103.7 million, followed by the rifle 
category being down 24.1 percent 
from $37.2 million to $28.3 million. 
The shotshells category was down 
32.6 percent from $5 million to $3.7 
million and handgun imports were 
down 39.1 percent from $119.6 mil-
lion to $72.8 million. For additional 
research information, visit nssf.org/
research.

FEBRUARY NSSF-
ADJUSTED NICS 
BACKGROUND 

CHECKS UP 13.6% 
The February 2011 NSSF-ad-

justed National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System (NICS) 
figure of 963,746 is an increase of 
13.6 percent over the NSSF-adjusted 
NICS figure of 848,036 from Febru-
ary 2010. For comparison, the un-
adjusted February 2011 NICS figure 
of 1,463,138 is an increase of 18.2 
percent over the unadjusted NICS 
figure of 1,237,617 from February 
2010. The adjusted NICS data was 
derived by NSSF by subtracting 
out all NICS purpose code permit 
checks used by several states such 
as Kentucky, Iowa and Utah for 
CCW permit application checks 
as well as checks on active CCW 
permit databases. While not a direct 
correlation to firearms sales, the 
NSSF-adjusted NICS data provides 
a more accurate picture of current 
market conditions. Questions con-
cerning NSSF-adjusted NICS data 
should be directed to NSSF research 
at 203-426-1320 or research@nssf.
org. In addition to other purposes, 
NICS is used to check transactions 
of firearm sales and transfers on 
new and used handguns and long 
guns. Additional information on 
NICS and a complete set of current 

monthly NICS reports are available 
online. NSSF members may access 
historical monthly NICS reports in 
the log-in members section of nssf.
org.

Connecticut Bill 
Introduced to Ban 
Possession of All 

Magazines Over 10 
Rounds

A bill raised in the Connecticut 
General Assembly ( Bill Number 
1094) would ban the possession of 
any magazine (rifle, pistol or shot-
gun) capable of holding more than 
10 rounds. Despite earlier rumors, 
there is no sponsor of the bill.  It was 
raised by the Judiciary Committee.

If this bill passes, law-abiding 
gun owners will have to begin sur-
rendering their magazines by July, 
or face confiscation by the state 
police and a felony charge. Again, 
this proposal would not only ban 
the sale of these magazines, but 
would make simple possession a 
felony. Any gun owner found in 
possession of any magazine capable 
of holding more than 10 rounds will 
be in violation of this proposed law, 
regardless of whether it was legally 
purchased.

This draconian measure will 
also affect non-gun owners as all 
Connecticut tax payers will be 
forced to foot the bill for the ex-
traordinary process of having police 
confiscate — from law-abiding citi-
zens — the millions of magazines 
already in the state.

Making matters worse, manu-
facturers including Colt, C Products, 
Mec-Gar, OKAY Industries and Met-
alform will be directly affected by 
this legislation. That means a loss of 
jobs and tax revenue to the state.

Arbitrarily limiting magazine 
capacity and threatening law-abid-
ing gun owners with confiscation 
and felony charges is beyond the 
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pale. These magazines are utilized 
every day for home defense and 
the shooting sports. As part of the 
1994 “Assault Weapons” ban, the 
production of higher capacity maga-
zines was halted. This gun-control 
strategy soon proved to be a failure. 
A comprehensive study by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control — hardly a 
pro-gun entity — looked at the full 
panoply of gun-control measures, 
including this ban, and concluded 
that none could be proven to reduce 
crime. Another study, commis-
sioned by Congress, found that bans 
were not effective since “the banned 
weapons and magazines were never 
used in more than a modest fraction 
of all gun murders.”

NSSF is encouraging all gun 
owners, sportsmen and hunters to 
contact their state representative, 
senator and all members of the Ju-
diciary Committee immediately and 
urge them to oppose this magazine 
ban.

Bill in Michigan Would 
Reduce Youth Hunting 

Barriers
Families Afield legislation has 

been introduced in Michigan that 
would allow new youth to take to 
the field under the guidance of an 
experienced mentor. 

Senate Bill 207, introduced by 
Senator Joe Hune (R- Hamburg 
Township), would eliminate the 
state’s minimum hunting age and 
create a mentored youth hunting 
program for those under the age of 
10.  The new mentored youth hunt-
ing program, to be administered by 
the state’s Natural Resources Com-
mission, would allow these youth 
to hunt under the supervision of an 
experienced adult mentor.

An identical bill, House Bill 
4371, sponsored by Representa-
tive Peter Pettalia (R- Presque Isle) 
has been introduced on the House 

side.

Under current state law, youth 
under the age of 10 are prohibited 
from hunting, even if under the su-
pervision of an adult mentor.

The bills aim to increase youth 
involvement in hunting by allowing 
young hunters to safely experience 
outdoor hunting traditions under 
the supervision of an experienced 
mentor. 

“This bill is a major step forward 
for youth hunting recruitment and 
retention in the state of Michigan.  
Michigan is in the minority of states 
that arbitrarily limit when youth 
may hunt,” said Rob Sexton, U.S. 
Sportsmen’s Alliance vice president 
for government affairs.  “Senate Bill 
207 and House Bill 4371 allow par-
ents to decide when their children 
are old enough to hunt and allow 
them to learn the fundamentals of 
hunter safety and wildlife conser-
vation from an experienced adult 
mentor.”

 “Michigan currently has some 
of the most stringent regulations on 
youth hunting in the nation, which 
are causing fewer young people 
to enjoy Michigan’s great outdoor 
tradition of hunting,” said Sena-
tor Hune.  “The Mentored Youth 
Hunting Program promoted by this 
legislation will allow thousands of 
Michigan youngsters to learn how 
to hunt properly with an adult 
mentor.  It’s also a great way to 
further promote safe hunting prac-
tices while further also improving 
Michigan’s last-in-the-nation hunter 
recruitment rate.”

The bills also create a new 
license, specifically designed for 
mentored youth, that would include 
a resident small game license, a 
combination deer license, a tur-
key hunting license, an all species 
fishing license, and a resident fur 
harvester license.  This license is 
designed to be an inexpensive way 

for youth to try many different types 
of hunting. 

If passed, they would be Michi-
gan’s second Families Afield bill.  
In 2006, Michigan passed Families 
Afield legislation that created an ap-
prentice hunting license for those 10 
and older, while lowering the state’s 
minimum hunting age requirements 
for both big and small game.

Additionally, the statewide 
sportsmen’s group Michigan United 
Conservation Clubs has been instru-
mental in developing and advocat-
ing Senate Bill 207 and House Bill 
4371. 

“Michigan United Conservation 
Clubs (MUCC) would like to thank 
both Sen. Hune and Representative 
Pettalia their willingness to develop 
a positive solution to improve youth 
hunting safety and ethics,” said 
MUCC Executive Director Erin Mc-
Donough. “The ‘Hunter Heritage’ 
bill is long awaited by Michigan 
families who cherish our state’s 
great outdoor traditions.  These 
bills will set Michigan in the right 
direction by curing our state’s last-
in-the-nation hunter replacement 
rate, while rightfully allowing par-
ents, not the government to decide 
when their kids are ready to enjoy 
the hunting experience.”

The Families Afield initiative 
was established by the U.S. Sports-
men’s Alliance, the National Shoot-
ing Sports Foundation and the 
National Wild Turkey Federation 
in 2004 in order to bring a new gen-
eration of sportsmen to the field.  
Recently, the National Rifle Associa-
tion and the National Assembly of 
Sportsmen Caucuses have joined 
Families Afield with the common 
goal of reducing barriers to hunt-
ing.  Since the program’s inception, 
Families Afield legislation has been 
passed in 30 states with more than 
418,000 new hunters taking to the 
field as a result.   
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Great Opportunity 
for Shooting 

Ranges--$500,000 in 
Grants from NSSF!

The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation will award up to 
$500,000 in grants to help public 
and private shooting facilities at-
tract more participants.

The announcement marks the 
fourth year NSSF will provide 
funding to qualifying ranges 
through its Range Partnership 
Grant Program.

“Having purchased firearms and 
ammunition in record amounts in 
last few years, people are excited 
about target shooting,” said Chris 
Dolnack, NSSF senior vice presi-
dent and chief marketing officer. 
“We want ranges to tap into that 
enthusiasm, and these grants will 
help shooting range managers test 
new strategies to attract custom-
ers.”

NSSF encourages the owners 
and managers of target shooting 
facilities to review the grant guide-
lines and, if they have a qualifying 
program, to apply for assistance. 
Private shooting ranges must have 
a public-participation option to 
qualify.

“The best way to increase partici-
pation is to enhance and promote 
shooting opportunities at the 
local level,” said Melissa Schil-
ling, NSSF recruitment and reten-
tion manager. “We’re looking for 
unique proposals that motivate 
people of all ages to enjoy target 
shooting.”

Shooting ranges interested in 
applying for a grant can view 
case studies of previous grant 
recipients and learn more about 
NSSF’s Range Partnership Grant 
Program at http://nssf.org/shoot-
ing/grants. 

New NSSF Video 
Emphasizes Safety at 

Indoor Shooting Ranges
For new and inexperienced 

shooters, a trip to an indoor shoot-
ing range can be intimidating be-
cause no one wants to run afoul of 
range safety rules or showing cour-
tesy to fellow target shooters.

The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, trade association for 
the firearms and ammunition in-
dustry, advises those target shooters 
to relax and watch its new video, 
“Introduction to Range Safety and 
Etiquette.” All shooters will better 
understand what’s expected of them 
at indoor ranges after viewing the 
video and, as a result, will be more 
comfortable the next time they head 
to their favorite shooting facility.

“Introduction to Range Safety 
and Etiquette” can be viewed on 
NSSF’s You Tube channel. The eight-
and-a-half-minute video covers the 
following:

    * Rules of gun safety

    * Eye and ear protection

    * Range rules

    * Role of the range officer

    * What to do when you get to 
the firing line

    * Making your handgun safe

    * Cease fire—who can call it, 
what it means and how you should 
respond

    * Range courtesy, common 
sense and etiquette

The video is hosted by Barry 
Laws, a member of NSSF’s Associa-
tion of Shooting Ranges Advisory 
Committee. He and his wife, Cyn-
thia, own Open Range, the Crest-
wood, Ky.-indoor shooting facility 
where the video was filmed.

Shooting range managers inter-
ested in showing their customers an 
“Introduction to Range Safety and 
Etiquette” can request a free DVD 
from NSSF by contacting Ann Siladi 
at asiladi@nssf.org.

“Introduction to Range Safety 
and Etiquette” is the latest addition 
to NSSF’s fast-growing library of 
instructional and education videos 
for gun owners and shooting sports 
participants. A great way to keep up 
with new tips and insights provided 
by NSSF is with Pull The Trigger, a 
monthly newsletter with video seg-
ments. View current and past issues 
of Pull The Trigger at www.nssf.
org/PullTheTrigger and subscribe 
free of charge at www.nssf.org/
enewsletters.

And always remember, firearm 
safety depends on you!

LAWSUIT 
CHALLENGES IMPORT 

BARREL BAN 
The Firearms Import/Export 

Roundtable (FAIR) Trade Group 
has filed suit against the federal 
government, challenging ATF’s 
revised interpretation of the Gun 
Control Act. Despite any change in 
language to the existing regulations, 
ATF has begun enforcing their new 
interpretation of the GCA affecting 
the importability of certain firearm 
barrels

Groundbreaking Hunter 
Recruitment Program 
Breaks New Ground 

Families Afield Packs a 
Big Economic Punch
(Columbus) – As states across 

the country scrape and claw for 
every dollar they can find to jump-
start the economy, sportsmen have 
found a solution that works for all 
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involved: more hunters, as part of a 
groundbreaking program that sends 
hundreds of thousands of newcom-
ers into the field.  

Concerned about the impact of 
too many restrictions on the ability 
of sportsmen and sportswomen to 
pass on their hunting traditions to 
the next generation, a trio of national 
organizations launched a program 
designed to remove the red tape, 
and bolster hunting recruitment.  
The program, Families Afield, was 
kicked off in 2005 by the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation, the 
National Wild Turkey Federation 
and the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance.  
Their efforts have been joined by 
the Congressional Sportsmen’s 
Foundation and the National Rifle 
Association.  

The purpose of the program is 
to promote passage of “Apprentice 
Hunting License” legislation.  Un-
der this new license, an experienced 
hunter can take a newcomer into the 
field to hunt under close supervision 
prior to the completion of a hunter 
education course.  

To date, 30 states have passed 
Families Afield style laws, and 
brand new data shows that more 
than 598,532 apprentice license have 
been sold since the program began.  
And the safety rate of the supervised 
apprentices has exceeded that of the 
average hunter.  

Even more encouraging was 
data from a study on the first class 
of apprentices from the state of Ohio 
that began in 2006.  Over the three 
year period, roughly half of the 
purchasers of apprentice licenses 
continued hunting.

In today’s tough economic en-
vironment it is also important to 
consider the economic impact that 
Families Afield has built in such a 
short amount of time.  

According to Today’s Hunter, 

published by the National Shoot-
ing Sports Foundation in 2008, the 
average hunter spends just under 
$2,000 per year on expenses related 
to hunting.  This includes food, 
lodging, equipment, travel costs, 
licenses and more.  

When the two pieces of research 
are combined, it is easy to appreciate 
the impact of Families Afield.  By 
retaining half of the 598,532 appren-
tice hunters, with an average expen-
diture of $2,000, Families Afield has 
already had an estimated impact of 
nearly $600 million dollars!

The bottom line:  Families Afield 
is a proven program that helps 
increase hunting numbers, while 
promoting a safe experience and 
provides much needed fuel to a 
slowly recovering economy.  That’s 
why these organizations and hun-
dreds of state and local sportsmen’s 
groups are supporting passage of 
apprentice hunting licenses in all 
50 states.  

More information can be found 
here:   

Families Afield  – www.fami-
liesafield.org 

National Shooting Sports Foun-
dation - trade association for the 
firearms industry. Its mission is to 
promote, protect and preserve hunt-
ing and the shooting sports.   www.
nssf.org

National Wild Turkey Fed-
eration – Conservation of the wild 
turkey and other upland wildlife 
and preservation of our hunting 
heritage.   www.nwtf.org   

US Sportsmen’s Alliance – Pro-
tecting the rights of Americans to 
hunt, fish, and trap.   www.ussports-
men.org

Congressional Sportsmen’s 
Foundation - Protecting and ad-
vancing America’s outdoor tradi-
tions through its unprecedented 

network of elected officials.    www.
sportsmenslink.org   

National Rifle Association of 
America –   www.nra.org

Massachusetts Bill 
Sets Unreasonable No 

Hunting Areas
A bill in Massachusetts could 

drastically decrease land open for 
hunting.

House Bill 657, introduced by 
Representative Kathi-Anne Rein-
stein (D- Suffolk), would double 
the size of the state’s no hunting 
zones near occupied dwellings.

Currently, state law prohibits 
possessing a loaded firearm or 
hunting on someone else’s land 
within 500 feet of an occupied 
dwelling without the dwelling 
owner ’s permission.  This bill 
would arbitrarily double that dis-
tance to 1,000 feet.

If passed, the bill would force 
sportsmen to get permission to 
hunt from adjacent land owners 
even on many of the lands they 
currently hunt.  In effect the bill 
could shut down vast tracks of 
land that are currently open to 
hunting.

 “This bill could prohibit sports-
men from hunting on lands they 
have enjoyed for years simply be-
cause the person living next door 
doesn’t like hunting,” said Jeremy 
Rine, U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 
associate director of state services.  
“The current 500 foot no hunting 
restriction is already excessive, 
there is no justifiable reason for 
further limiting the amount of pri-
vate land available to hunters.”

Take Action!  Massachusetts 
sportsmen should contact their 
state representative ask them to 
oppose HB 657.  Tell them there is 
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no justification for limiting hunt-
ing land access and for infringing 
on private property rights.  To find 
your state representative’s contact 
information, please visit www.
ussportsmen.org/LAC.

Sportsmen Win Major 
Courtroom Battle 

Protecting Hunting On 
Public Lands

Federal Judge James S. Gwin 
has ruled in favor of sportsmen by 
denying a lawsuit aimed at closing 
hunting on dozens of units of the 
100 million acre National Wildlife 
Refuge System.

This long running case began in 
2003 when the Fund for Animals, 
which later merged with the Hu-
mane Society of the United States 
(HSUS), filed a lawsuit to stop 
hunting on 39 refuges. The U.S. 
Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation 
(USSAF), along with other orga-
nizations, intervened on behalf of 
sportsmen. Anti hunting groups 
later expanded the lawsuit to in-
clude more 50 refuges.

Judge Gwin’s ruling stops 
HSUS’ attempt at using the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act 
to close hunting on these refuges. 
In making the decision the judge 
noted that “Plaintiffs, however, are 
not entitled to an inviolate sanctuary 
for their preferred uses – Congress 
has determined that, to the extent 
possible, hunters, fishers, observers, 
photographers, and educators must 
share the refuges.”

The judge’s ruling relied heavily 
on language in the 1997 Refuge Im-
provement Act, championed by the 
U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance, which 
made hunting, fishing and other 
wildlife oriented activities priority 
uses on refuge units. The Act also 
mandated hunting and fishing ac-

tivities be “facilitated”.

It is unknown at this time if 
HSUS will appeal the ruling.

“The majority of refuges were 
created to be open to hunting but 
relentless attacks by anti-hunting 
groups forced Congress to spell it 
out in law,” said Rob Sexton, US-
SAF vice president for government 
affairs. “Now, the courts have once 
again ruled that hunting is a prior-
ity use of refuge land wherever and 
whenever compatible with wildlife 
management.”

The U.S. Sportsmen’s Legal De-
fense Fund (SLDF), the legal arm of 
the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Foun-
dation, has worked since the begin-
ning of this case to defend the rights 
of hunters and has collaborated with 
other groups including Safari Club 
International (SCI). Together, the 
SLDF and SCI are co-counsels and 
also represent Ducks Unlimited, the 
National Rifle Association, Izzak 
Walton League, Delta Waterfowl 
Foundation, and California Water-
fowl Association.

National Wildlife Refuges pro-
vide excellent opportunities for 
sportsmen to pursue waterfowl, big 
game, furbearers, and much more. 
Hunting is a popular public activity 
on refuge land and a practical means 
of maintaining optimal wildlife 
populations.

The National Wildlife Refuge 
System Administration Act of 1966 
empowered the Fish and Wildlife 
Service to open refuges to hunting 
when compatible with the purposes 
for which the refuges were estab-
lished. In 1997, National Wildlife 
Refuge System Improvement Act 
went a step further. It ensures that 
refuges are managed for wildlife 
conservation and that hunting and 
fishing are priority public uses on 
refuge units.

*The U.S. Sportsmen’s Alli-
ance Foundation is responsible 

for public education, legal defense 
and research. Its mission is accom-
plished through several distinct 
programs, coordinated to provide 
the most complete defense capabil-
ity possible For more information 
about the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 
Foundation and its work, call (614) 
888-4868 or visit its website, www.
ussafoundation.org *

The message above was post-
ed to New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Delaware, New York, 
and New England residents by the 
Sportsmen’s and Animal Owners’ 
Voting Alliance (SAOVA) on one of 
six regional read only elists.

SAOVA is a nonpartisan vol-
unteer group working to protect 
Americans from the legislative and 
political threats of radical animal 
rightists. Visit our website at http://
saova.org for this program’s goals, 
methodology and list signup de-
tails.

SAOVA

PO Box 612, Spencer NC 28159

SAOVA_East mailing list

SAOVA_East@mailman.mon-
tana.com

http://mailman.montana.com/
mailman/listinfo/saova_east

Iowa joins Dove Hunting 
States

For more than a decade sports-
men in Iowa have been working 
tirelessly to establish a dove hunting 
season.   Last week, those efforts 
finally became a reality as Senate 
File 464, introduced by the Senate 
Natural Resources and Environment 
Committee was signed into law by 
Governor Terry Branstad.  The bill 
authorizes the state’s Natural Re-
sources Commission to establish an 
open season for hunting mourning 
doves. 
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“Iowa sportsmen should be con-
gratulated for their unrelenting hard 
work to bring a dove hunting season 
to the state,” said Rob Sexton, U.S. 
Sportsmen’s Alliance vice president for 
government affairs.  “Although it may 
have taken years to get to this point, 
science and not anti-hunting rhetoric 
came out on top.”

The decision is now in the hands of 
the Natural Resources Commission. 

Despite the best efforts of local, 
state and national groups including 
USSA over the last 10 years a dove 
hunting season has long eluded Iowa 
sportsmen.  In 2001, a bill spearhead 
by USSA and a coalition of many other 
sportsmen’s and conservation groups 
passed through both the House and the 
Senate but was ultimately vetoed by 
then Governor Tom Vilsack.  Members 
of that coalition stayed with it, how-
ever, forming the Iowa Conservation 
Coalition to make sure sportsmen had 
an active voice in the capitol.  Member 
groups include Iowa chapter of the 
Foundation for North American Wild 
Sheep, Pheasants Forever, National 
Wild Turkey Federation, Iowa Chapter 
of Safari Club, Iowa Trappers Asso-
ciation, Ruffed Grouse and the Iowa 
Bowhunters Association.

  

Authentic Taxidermy
5764 Bavaria Avenue

Parma, OH 44129 
(440) 888-0535 

  www.authentictaxidermyohio.

Order today via web-site or call

Dog Head Decorations
“Preserve the Precious Memories of Your Dog”

• Decorate your home with a dog head that is  custom painted to look like your dog.

• This item can be used as an urn or a wall decoration.

• The urn is accessible from the back of the head 

• The dog head can have an open or closed mouth.

• Dog species presently available are: Black, Chocolate,    
   and Yellow Labs; German Shorthaired and English 
   Pointers. Other species are considered special order.

• Most species of farm-raised game birds are available.

• Customers may supply their own game bird.

• Allow 60-90 days for delivery. Except for special orders.


