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Spring Nesting

Pheasant Nesting Conditions
By Anthony Hauck

Pheasants Forever & Quail Forever

The average nest initiation  
date for pheasants is May  
1. The following describes 

recent pheasant nesting conditions, 
and was compiled from field reports 
from Pheasants Forever and state 
natural resource agency wildlife 
biologists.

South Dakota
Eastern South Dakota is wet 

right now thanks to spring runoff 
and rains. But if things can dry up 
over the next couple weeks, that 
would make for a good nesting sea-
son in the state, according to Matt 
Morlock, Pheasants Forever Farm 
Bill Biologist based out of Brook-
ings, South Dakota. Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) enrollment 
has remained steady in the state for 
the last year at approximately 1.1 
million acres. One of the newest 
CRP practices in South Dakota, the 
James River Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP), has 
been popular in its first year, with 
more than 50,000 acres enrolled 
in the James River Valley from 
Aberdeen down to Yankton, and 
Morlock says those CREP acres 
equal nesting cover acres. Nesting 
conditions west of Mitchell and 
over to the “Golden Triangle” area 
(Gregory, Winner and Chamberlain 
area) should be strong, and Morlock 
says a “sleeper” spot for pheasant 
production could be the northwest 
area of the state, around the Lemon 
area. The notable exception to the 
outlook is the southeast corner of 
the state. “There’s not a lot of avail-

able nesting cover in that part of 
the state, and what CRP is there is 
wetland right now.”

North Dakota
“It’s been wet and cold in North 

Dakota,” says Jesse Beckers, Pheas-
ants Forever’s Regional Wildlife 
Biologist in the state. Despite the 
runoff, rain and spring flooding, 
Beckers said acres were being en-
rolled during the recent CRP signup, 
so the birds will have places to go 
once things dry out – North Dakota 
is still at more than 2.6 million CRP 
acres. Beckers says the nesting may 
also be a bit behind this year because 
of the unseasonably cool temps.

Kansas
Following the best year for 

pheasants in Kansas in two decades, 
the winter carryover of the birds 
was good. However, the western 
third of the state is mired in a severe 
drought that has the state’s wheat 
crop in tough shape, and pheasants 
depend on that wheat for nesting 
cover. “I’ve heard from some farm-
ers who are just plowing it up and 
going for another crop,” said Jim Pit-
man, Small Game Coordinator with 
the Kansas Department of Wildlife 
& Parks, “And if the drought is 
bad for the crops, it’s not good for 
grasslands, either.” Pitman cautions 
that nesting conditions in western 
Kansas could improve dramatically 
with some rainfall in the coming 
weeks. He’s a bit more optimistic 
about central Kansas, where he 
says there’s a good amount of nest-

ing cover and the drought is less 
severe.

Minnesota
Heading into this spring, Min-

nesota’s overall pheasant popula-
tion was down due to increased 
mortality from a long and severe 
winter, and there hasn’t been much 
of a spring to speak of. “Minnesota 
is very wet across most of its pheas-
ant range and has experienced a 
cooler and wetter spring to date 
than normal,” said Eran Sandquist, 
Pheasants Forever’s Regional Wild-
life Biologist in Minnesota. All 
Sandquist and other Minnesota 
pheasant hunters can do is hope for 
drier weather. “If June brings warm, 
dry weather that continues through 
the brood rearing season, that will 
help pheasant populations rebound 
some and have the biggest impact 
on the number of birds for this fall’s 
hunting season,” Sandquist said.

Nebraska
According to the spring survey 

from early April, it’s a mixed bag 
of conditions across Nebraska, says 
Jeff Lusk, Upland Game Program 
Manger with the Nebraska Game 
& Parks Commission. In the eastern 
part of the state, pheasant numbers 
were down, indicating poor over-
winter survival. Pheasant numbers 
were on par in the panhandle and 
north central. The best news comes 
from the best pheasant region in the 
state – southwest Nebraska – where 
overwinter survival was good. Lusk 
says Nebraska has been fortunate to 
miss a lot of the storm activity and 
flooding that’s plaguing other states 
in pheasant country, and he’s hop-
ing for good weather at the peak of 
the pheasant hatch.

Iowa
It’s cold and wet in Iowa, any-

thing but ideal nesting conditions 
for pheasant hens that already have 
eggs on the ground. Todd Bogen-
schutz, Upland Game Biologist/
Farm Bill Coordinator with the Iowa 
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Department of Natural Resources, 
reports winter survival for pheas-
ants was below average due to an-
other winter with snowfall at a foot 
above normal. Pheasant densities in 
Iowa are highest in the northwest 
and north central portions of the 
state, regions both hit hard by win-
ter. “We could see an increase in a 
region or two, especially southern 
Iowa, but we’re not expecting any 
recovery or large change in num-
bers, especially in northern Iowa,” 
Bogenschutz says. The new Iowa 
Management and Access Program 
(IMAP) is getting underway this 
spring, which will allow the state to 
create and manage habitat on 3,700 
acres per year, while making those 
lands available for public hunting. 
It’s no consolation for pheasants 
nesting this year, but will help in 
years to come.

Colorado
Last autumn was a benchmark 

pheasant hunting season in Colo-
rado, and Ed Gorman, Small Game 
Manager with the Colorado Divi-
sion of Wildlife, reports a strong 
carryover of birds from the winter 
into this spring. Spring, however, 
has been a little on the dry side, 
notable because many pheasants 
there nest in green winter wheat. 
“A lot of nesting habitat is 
immature simply because it’s 
dry. It’s not optimum by any 
means,” Gorman said. In the 
southern part of Colorado’s 
pheasant range, Gorman says 
the dryness is more prevalent 
and thus expects nesting 
success to be reduced. While 
arid conditions are currently 
dictating this year’s hatch, 
Gorman says some timely 
spring rains could really im-
prove the outlook for nesting 
pheasants.

Montana
The biggest spring news 

is that winter in eastern Mon-
tana ended. Rick Northrup, 

Game Bird Coordinator with Mon-
tana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, says 
resident wildlife north and east of 
a line extending from Havre to the 
southeast corner of the state suffered 
through a severe winter. “Past his-
tory has shown such winters really 
push down the survival of pheas-
ants,” Northrup said, “We’re going 
into spring with very few breeders.” 
Northrup says even with a great 
spring, pheasant numbers by fall 
will still be down over a large area 
of Montana. Nesting conditions in 
other regions of the state will be 
closer to average, although those 
areas aren’t the state’s prime pheas-
ant territory.

Illinois
The end of April brought two 

weeks of cold and rain, not great 
for the early nesting period lead-
ing into May, says Michael Wefer, 
Agriculture & Grasslands Program 
Manager with the Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. Wefer 
says if things dry up by mid May, 
nesting conditions would be good. 
Winter wheat acreage is also up in 
Illinois this year, and while most of 
it is in the south, some acres are in 
the north and could provide extra 
nesting ground for pheasants.

Ohio
It’s been cold and wet in Ohio, 

reports Nathan Stricker, Wildlife 
Biologist with the Ohio Depart-
ment of Natural Resources Division 
of Wildlife, with only six days in 
April with no rainfall. Stricker says 
that because much of the habitat 
in Ohio’s pheasant range is near 
water – riparian buffers and filter 
strips – the recent flooding could 
significantly impact nesting.

Wisconsin
Cold and wet has also been the 

theme in Wisconsin, reports Kevin 
Wallenfang, Pheasants Forever’s 
Regional Wildlife Biologist in the 
state. Wisconsin has also lost ap-
proximately 30,000 CRP acres in the 
last year, which means some nesting 
cover has been lost. Still, Wallenfang 
says it’s early enough that a warm 
up could really change conditions in 
a hurry. And while overall state CRP 
enrollment has dipped, acres are 
increasing in targeted areas thanks 
to CRP’s State Acres For wildlife 
Enhancement (SAFE) initiative. 
Among the areas where acres are 
being added is the southwest por-
tion of the state.
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Nutrition

Maintaining Optimal Body 
Condition for Health and 

Performance
By Dr. Brian Zanghi 

A s mentioned in the first  
article, “Basic Feeding  
Considerations for the 

Hardworking Dog”, maintain-
ing your hardworking dog with a 
healthy body condition is critical 
to its health and performance in 
the field.

What is body condition and 
why is it important? Body condi-
tion is a way of estimating if your 
dog is too thin, just right, or over 

weight, without actually 
putting the dog on a scale 
to measure body weight. 
This is important for 2 
reasons, first, ideal body 
condition is associated 
with a healthy proportion 
of lean tissue (muscle) and 
body fat, and second, most 
pet owners probably don’t 
have a scale that is ide-
ally suited for our 4-legged 
companions.

There are 
simple things 
you can learn 
and regularly 
monitor to en-
sure that your 
dog is getting 
the right amount of food 
to maintain a healthy 
weight and contribute 
to overall health.

Very simply, the best 
way to monitor your 
dog’s body condition 
will be to use your eyes 
and hands to observe 
subtle changes with 
your dog, as opposed 
to trying to get your dog 
on a scale on a weekly 
basis to monitor body 
weight. Regularly ob-
serving your dog’s body 
condition will assist you 
in assessing changes 

to your dog’s calorie need as you 
progress through the season and all 
year long. Truly, it can be as simple 
as assessing body condition to make 
appropriate adjustments to your 
dog’s daily feeding amount.

Three key things to 
observe in an ideal body 

condition are
1) the “hourglass” shape of the 

body when viewed from above, 
with a narrowing at the abdomen. 
You can see in the picture to the right 

that the dog on the right 

has an ideal “hourglass” shape, 
whereas with the dog on the left, 
this is much less noticeable.

2) A tuck in the belly when 
viewed from the side is also a good 
indicator of ideal body condition, 
and

3) being able to slightly feel the 
individual ribs, possibly without be-
ing able to see the ribs. Of course this 
last characteristic will be dependent 
on the coat of the pet. You likely pet 
your dog daily; why not also pet 
down the dog’s sides to feel the ribs. 
Undoubtedly, your dog will enjoy 
the attention, and you will be as-
sessing your dog’s body condition. 
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Additional Illustrations and review 
of this information can be found 
below or at the website below:

(www.longliveyourdog.com/
twoplus/RateYourDog.aspx).

What is body condition score? 
You can go one step further and 
score your dog’s body condition 
status. Nestlé Purina has a 9-point 
scoring system to assess your dog’s 
body condition, and is summarized 
below. An ideal body condition 
ranges from 4 to 5. This system is 
a bit more advanced and can be 
another way you can have detailed 
discussions with your veterinarian, 
who will likely have a copy of the 
Nestlé Purina body condition scor-
ing system.

So how do we use this knowl-
edge to adjust feeding amounts 
to accommodate changes in body 
condition outside of what is ideal? 
As mentioned in article #1, the best 
way to adjust feeding amount is 
with small increments gradually to 
minimize significant increases or 
decreases in food. This will assist 
in maintaining a stable metabolism 
and minimize a loss of muscle, 
which is especially important in 
the case of trying to reduce body 
condition score in a dog with excess 
body weight.

A 14-year study led by Nestlé 
Purina scientists demonstrated that 
maintaining dogs (Labrador Retriev-

ers) in lean body condition through-
out life extended their healthy years, 
by 1.8 years for dogs in the study. 
How did they determine this? The 
dogs fed to maintain a lead body 
condition were only fed 25% less 
than their littermates, who were 
allowed to consume an adequate 
amount without being overweight. 
Ultimately, this study contributed to 
our current understanding of body 
condition assessment and healthy 
body condition.

There were many amazing 
things that were learned in this 
study, but it is worth mentioning 
one set of details. Treatment of cer-
tain chronic health condi- tions was 
delayed approximately 
2 years in the lean-fed 
dogs. More specifically, 
treatment for osteoar-
thritis was delayed with 
the reduced feeding por-
tion. In fact, 43 of the 48 
dogs on the study were 
treated for osteoarthritis. 
However, we found that 
when half of the lean-fed 
dogs were started on an 
osteoarthritis treatment, 
the mean age was ~ 13.3 
yrs old, this was a 3 year 
delay compared to their 
littermates, where half 
had started treatment 
at an average age of 
10.3 yrs old. That alone 
could be a considerable 

reduction in associated trips to the 
veterinarian and possible medica-
tion. Regardless of vet costs, which 
we would undoubtedly do, this 
means a healthier life into those later 
years, and possibly several more 
years in the field.

Use these tips and talk to your 
veterinarian to assess your dog’s 
overall health and body condition.
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Body Condition 
Score and Summarize 
Description

Too Thin
1. Ribs, lumbar ver-

tebrae, pelvic bones and 
all bony prominences 
evident from a distance. 
No discernible body fat. 
Obvious loss of muscle 
mass.

2. Ribs, lumbar ver-
tebrae and pelvic bones 
easily visible. No palpa-
ble fat. Some evidence of 
other bony prominence. 
Minimal loss of muscle 
mass.

3. Ribs easily pal-
pated and may be visible 
with no palpable fat. 
Tops of lumbar verte-
brae visible. Pelvic bones becoming 
prominent. Obvious waist.

__________________________
______________________________
______

Ideal
4. Ribs easily palpable, with 

minimal fat covering. Waist easily 
noted, viewed from above. Abdomi-
nal tuck evident.

5. Ribs palpable without excess 
fat covering. Waist observed behind 
ribs when viewed from above. Ab-
domen tucked up when viewed.

__________________________
______________________________
_______

Too Heavy
6. Ribs palpable with slight 

excess fat covering. Waist is dis-
cernible viewed from above but is 
not prominent. Abdominal tuck 
apparent.

7. Ribs palpable with difficulty; 
heavy fat cover. Noticeable fat de-
posits over lumbar area and base of 
tail. Waist absent or barely visible. 
Abdominal tuck may be present.

8. Ribs not palpable under very 
heavy fat cover, or palpa-
ble only with significant 
pressure. Heavy fat de-
posits over lumbar area 
and base of tail. Waist 
absent. No abdominal 
tuck. Obvious abdomi-
nal distension may be 
present.

9. Massive fat depos-
its over thorax, spine and 
base of tail. Waist and 
abdominal tuck absent. 
Fat deposits on neck and 
limbs. Obvious abdomi-
nal distention. 
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North Dakota Contacts 

North Dakota Producers Have 
Opportunities with Conservation 

Reserve Program

Producers interested in submit-
ting bids to enroll land in Conserva-
tion Reserve Program acres have a 
deadline of April 15. Applications 
received during the current sign up 
period will be ranked against oth-
ers according to the Environmental 
Benefit Index.

Kevin Kading, North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department private 
land section leader, said there are 
some things producers can do to 
increase their chances of being ac-
cepted into CRP. “Producers can 
receive assistance from private land 
biologists with the Game and Fish 
Department, Ducks Unlimited and 
Pheasants Forever,” Kading said.

Private land biologists can 
help producers find the best pos-
sible combination of factors that 
will positively influence their EBI 
score, which will increase their 
likelihood of being accepted into 
the program.

North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department offers incentives and 
cost share if producers enroll their 
CRP into the department’s Private 
Land Open To Sportsmen program 
to allow walk-in access for hunting. 
“This is an option producers should 
keep in mind when applying for 
CRP,” Kading said.

Land currently enrolled in CRP 
with an expiration date of Sept. 30 
is eligible. In addition, new acreage 
may also be offered into this sign-up 
if cropping history and other eligi-

bility requirements are met.

Producers should contact the 
following biologists for more in-
formation, or attend a local work-
shop.

NDGF Private Land 
Biologists

Ty Dressler, Dickinson – 227-
7431 (Stark, Hettinger, Adams, 
Slope, Bowman)

Terry Oswald, Jr., Bismarck – 
328-6647 (Burleigh, Emmons, Kid-
der, Oliver)

Nate Harling, Devils Lake – 662-
3617 (Bottineau, Rolette, Towner, 
Cavalier, Ramsey, Pembina, Walsh, 
Grand Forks, Nelson)

Ryan Huber, Willi-
ston – 774-4320 (Divide, 
Burke, Williams, Moun-
trail, McKenzie)

Caroline Littlefield, 
Lonetree – 324-2211 
(Sheridan, Wells, Eddy, 
Foster, Benson, Pierce)

Renae Martinson, 
Jamestown – 253-6480 
(Stutsman, Barnes, Lam-
oure, Dickey, Sargent, 
Griggs, Cass, Richland, 
Ransom, Steele, Traill, 
McIntosh, Logan)

John Bauer, River-
dale – 654-7475 (McLean, 
Mercer, McHenry, Ward, 

Renville)

Kory Richardson, Lake Ilo NWR 
– 548-8110 (Dunn, Billings, Golden 
Valley)

Jon Roaldson, Bismarck – 328-
6308 (Grant, Morton and Sioux)

PF Farm Bill Biologists
Rachel Bush, Jamestown – 252-

2521 ext. 129 (Stutsman, Barnes, 
Lamoure)

Jeff Potts, Dickinson – 225-3811 
ext. 118 (Stark, Hettinger, Adams 
and other western counties)

Matt Olson, Forman – 724-3247 
ext. 101 (Sargent, Richland, Ransom, 
Dickey)

Megan Moore, Hettinger – 567-
2661 ext. 113 (Adams, Bowman, 
Slope and other western counties)

DU Conservation 
Program Biologists
Mathew Shappell, Napoleon – 

754-2234 ext. 3 (Emmons, McIntosh, 
Dickey, Logan, Kidder)

Krista Reiser, Turtle Lake – 448-
2377 (McLean, Burleigh, Sheridan)  
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Nebraska Pheasants

Last Chance Pheasants

…having finished up at Pheasant Fest in Omaha 
the day before & staring the months of the off-season 
square in the eye, Jeff and I decided to give it one 
more run…just wish the weather would have cooper-
ated as we made the decision to do some driving and 
head to the pheasant hotbed of Nebraska…
head west!……the drive was interesting, but 
never truly dangerous as we made our way 
through the blowing snow…I must admit we 
questioned our sanity, as did the gas station 
attendants & fast-food employees, as the ther-
mometer reading decreased & the wind speed 
increased…but the thought of not being able 
hunt birds for the next several months kept 
us focused…after circling the same frozen 
skunk twice on the road, we arrived at our 
designated hunting spot – a CRP-MAP field 
I had hunted earlier in the year…the cutting 
wind caught us a bit off-guard as we opened 
the doors and made ready…

…having a had some success in this field 
previously, I thought I had a good idea of how 

to work it…the birds had different 
ideas this day as they seemed to 
be more interested in feeding than 
laying low in thick cover…we ran 
across some birds rather quickly, 

…we were able to hunt parts of three dif-
ferent CRP-MAP fields, saw pheasants in each 
& prairie grouse in two of them – not bad for 
the last day of the season…we didn’t get lots 
of shots fired, but had a very positive end to 
the season - enough that I am already look-
ing forward to visiting these same areas next 
year – especially if we get favorable weather 
this winter & spring…as we got back on the 
interstate, I was already making plans for Fall 
2011 & the work that I needed to complete 
before that final Saturday of October – one of 
the things that make hunting so much fun is 
the anticipation of the hunt yet to come…

Birds Still Running Wild in Western NE

Last Picture - Before the Cold Killed the Camera!

but the wind had them on edge and not overly eager to 
hold…as we neared the grassy edge near the cornfield, 
we started finding more cooperative birds – mostly 
hens, but enough to make us grip our shotguns a bit 
tighter…my biggest complaint of the day was how fast 
the roosters could catch the wind, which they took great 
advantage of – our reaction times were a bit hampered 
by the numerous layers of clothing, too…
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Conservation

P rescribed fire can be an  
inexpensive, practical,  
and effective tool for pre-

paring landscapes for regeneration, 
simplifying access issues, managing 
timber stands, and improving wild-
life habitat.  In light of recent changes 
in the legal landscape and insurance 
liability requirements involved, four 
members of the Mid-South Chapter 
of Quail Forever recently completed 
a Prescribed Burn Course sponsored 
by the Mississippi State University 
Division of Academic Outreach and 
Continuing Education.  

President and Habitat Chair-
man Walker Morris, Treasurer 
Jurey Howard, Habitat and Bird 
Dog Training Grounds Manager 
Guy Joyner, and Annual Fundraiser 
Chairman Terry Baskin worked 
through a 32 hour online pre-course, 
S-290, Intermediate Wildland Fire 
Behavior, before completing 21 
hours of class room and field work 
at the 2,600 acre Strawberry Plains 
Audubon Center in Holly Springs, 
Mississippi.  Completion of the 
course certifies one as a qualified 
Prescribed Burn Manager for permit 
and insurance purposes.

After a welcome and introduc-
tion from Mississippi Forestry Com-
mission (MFC) Northern Region 
Training Officer (RTO) Jeff Ware, 
Richard Compere from the Attorney 
General’s Office in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, taught on the Mississippi 

law regarding the legal aspects of 
prescribed burning—permit re-
quirements and liability.  

Officer Ware also addressed 
Smoke Emissions and Dispersion 
and assisted in moving the class 
forward.  Mark Jamieson, Fire 
Management Officer (FMO) of the 
USDA Forest Service, provided 
experienced-based instruction on 
applications of Prescribed Burn-
ing Techniques, Fire Weather, and 
the Smoke Management Screening 
System.  MFC Southern RTO Ed 
Brown followed to address Fire Ef-
fects and later led the class through 
the application process for Burning 
Permits and a Map Exercise.  

USFS FMO Jeff Bein presented 
interesting information on Fuel 
Moisture and Fuel Models and 

Mid South Quail Forever 
Members Attend Prescribed 

Fire School 
By Jurey Howard

        

worked the class through valuable 
Computer Applications and Inter-
net Sites.  Warning Coordination 
Meteorologist Richard Okulski 
of the National Weather Service 
provided valuable information re-
garding Weather Patterns.  Finally, 
USDA FMO Dave Berens walked 
the class through Prescribed Burn 
Plan Preparation and Execution and 
the Field Exercise on the beautiful 
Audubon Center grounds.

Staff and volunteers at the 
Strawberry Plains Audubon Cen-
ter were exceptional in displaying 
congenial southern hospitality, 
particularly in the area of on-site 
lunch and a smoked brisket dinner 
on the second day of the course.  The 
expert professionalism exhibited by 
the Fire and Forestry instructors was 
both personal and practical.  The 
Mid-South Chapter of Quail Forever 
now has four certified Prescribed 
Burn Managers who can assist in 
the furtherance of the mission to 
improve wild habitat for quail by 
prudent private land resource man-
agement.

ODYSSEY GSP: 
The finest name in 
quality compan-
ion GSP gun dogs 
today. An endur-
ing commitment 
to total GSP excel-
lence. Strong natu-
ral ability, correct 
conformation & 
great dispositions. 
“PROVEN” 

Contact us: Odyssey@unitedsky.net 660-582-2737
www.odysseygsp.net
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Buy the Book
Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you seven pages from 

this book to decide if you want to do buy the book!

Thanks to The Writers Collective 
we offer you an excerpt from Urban 
Gun Dogs  By Anthony Z. Roettger 

&  Benjamin H. Schleidler III 

Urban Gun Dogs
By Anthony Z. Roettger & 
Benjamin H. Schleidler III 

Chapter 1 
The Right Dog for Your Situation

Size and Breed Matters
There is a puzzling array of choices of gun dogs available 

to the urban hunter today, and it is by no means a simple 
task to sort through the literature and decide on a dog that 
fits your particular needs and situation. Should you buy a 
flushing dog, a pointer, or a retriever? How will the dog 
adapt to urban life? Will it play gently with small children? 
Am I able to invite people into my house without fear of 
my dog attacking them? How will it integrate into my fam-
ily? And most importantly, will my marriage survive the 
inevitable strains?

These questions are truly important ones and will influ-
ence significantly your choice of breed. Irrespective of your 
breed choice, there is one essential ingredient to success-your 
choice of breeder/trainer. The choice of breeder is critical if 
you want both a quality gun dog and an adoring family dog. 
Gun dogs do not come from a pet store or a neighborhood 
breeder. In all of the breeds discussed in this book, there is a 
fairly healthy divide between those dogs bred for the show 
ring (called conformation in the American Kennel Club 
parlance, or bench dogs) and those bred for the field. Over 
the past fifty years, virtually every sporting dog breed has 
divided into bench and field strains. Despite some heroic 
attempts to reunify the two and the occasional exceptional 
dog, the division appears permanent.

English springer spaniels or golden retrievers, for ex-
ample, bred for the bench look fundamentally different 
than those bred for the field. Bench dogs have the extreme 
good looks one associates with the show ring. A field-bred 
springer or golden will possess far less feathering of the coat, 
with a concomitant reduction in grooming needs, and have 
a far greater natural bird finding and retrieving ability than 
a bench dog. However, they will still be awfully nice to look 
at. Bench dogs tend be far more available to the prospective 
dog owner than field-bred dogs. One need merely peruse 
the local paper’s want ads, check with friends, or visit a pet 
store. To obtain field dogs, the urban hunter must go to a 

reputable field breeder irrespective of the breed 
choice. This is not to say that some bench dogs can-
not turn into reasonably good hunting dogs with 
much work, patience, and professional help. How-
ever, it is to say that generally field-bred dogs re-
quire far less training, have greater natural instincts 
toward field work, and will generally be hunting 
much sooner than dogs bred for the bench. They 
will also make wonderful additions to your family. 
However, lest the reader believe that the authors are 
highly prejudiced against show dogs, we must point 
out that we have seen some nifty field work from 
dogs not originally bred for the field. Tony’s own 
experiences with his first dog Lady underscore that 
with hard work and diligence one can accomplish 
significant feats. If you have not yet made your 
choice of type of dog, consider a field bred spaniel 
or retriever; it can make your training tasks easier. 
If you already have the dog of your dreams, follow 
the training regime we outline. It can help turn your 
dog into a solid field performer.
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Temperament and intellect, as 
well as hunting ability, are crucial 
selection criteria. It is important, 
we believe, to dispel a myth about 
field-bred dogs and their ability to 
adapt to the urban environment 
right up front. Contrary to many 
preconceptions, a field-bred spaniel 
or retriever can make a very good 
housedog as well as a sound field 
companion. With a little training, 
a lot of love and attention, and a 
solid match of dog type to your 
personal situation, you can have 
a dog that meets all (or perhaps 
most) of your, requirements. It has 
been our experience that field-bred 
spaniels and retrievers tend to be 
highly intelligent, biddable, and 
loving companions. They adapt 
well in most instances to home and 
field-characteristics that are critical 
for the urban hunter. Regardless 
of type, however, all dogs require 
significant attention.

Selecting the Right Dog
Selecting a dog for the field and 

suburban environment is a critical 
step that must be undertaken with 
you and your spouse as partners. 
The urban environment is highly 
demanding-especially if you live in 
areas that place heavy restrictions 
on pet ownership, or if both adult 
members of a household work. 
The decision to bring a dog into the 
household must be a family one. 
To bring home a brand-new puppy 
in a cardboard carton with the ex-
clamation “Honey, look what I got 
today. Isn’t he cute?” Is an approach 
doomed to failure into today’s mod-
ern urban household. It may also net 
you a few nights on the couch.

The best approach starts with 
a clear idea of the level of training 
you want your dog to have before 
you decide on the breed of dog. In 
today’s highly demanding urban 
life style, it is vital to have an agree-
ment among family members as to 
the level of training you want the 
dog to have before you bring him 

home. This in turn may narrow the 
choices of breed type. With respect 
to breed and at the risk of alienating 
some very dear friends who place 
great stock in their pointing dogs, 
it is our assessment that flushing 
dogs, the spaniels and retrievers, 
are perhaps the best suited by style, 
breeding, and temperament to the 
urban environment.

Flushing dogs, are among the 
oldest of the hunting dog breeds. 
Their original purpose was to flush 
or “spring” game for falconers be-
fore the advent of modern shotguns. 
Flushing dogs work very close to 
the hunter through breeding, in-
stinct, and training. In the flushing 
style, spaniels and retrievers work 
to “flush” birds from cover within 
shotgun range of the hunter. A 
flushing dog hunts perhaps no more 
than ten to fifteen yards in front of 
the handler and twenty or so yards 
to either side as it “quarters” the 
ground in the classic “windshield 
wiper” pattern that varies slightly 
depending upon the direction of 
the wind. These dogs obtain their 
scent from the air and the ground, 
unlike a pointer that takes its scent 
primarily from the air. Because of 
the spaniel and retriever scenting 
style, they cannot cover the same 
area that pointing dogs are able to 
cover, but work much closer to the 
hunter than pointers. This is a direct 
result of centuries of breeding and a 
highly developed instinct.

Because flushing dogs work 
close to the hunter from instinct, 
they are generally (not always, 
unfortunately) far less prone to 
run off from their masters. Their 
instinctual close working style and 
loving nature combines with their 
highly developed retrieving instinct 
to make them ideally suited to the 
needs of today’s urban hunter. 
Field bred spaniels and retrievers 
have the ability to stay indoors for 
extended periods and “turn off” 
the field while indoors, especially 

as they mature. They also have that 
unique ability to “turn on” their bird 
hunting abilities when they walk 
out the front door. Flushing dogs 
also tend to be less rambunctious, 
especially as they mature.

Pointers, on the other hand, 
because of their scenting style that 
takes the scent from the air rather 
than the ground, tend to range fur-
ther from the hunter instinctively. 
They obviously cover more ground, 
but are much less in the hunter’s 
direct control in their hunting style. 
They require more land to train on 
and generally are less aggressive 
on retrieves than spaniels or re-
trievers. Many pointers (of course 
there are exceptions) are relatively 
high-energy dogs that make the 
transition to housedogs less readily 
than the more docile spaniel and 
retriever breeds. Training pointing 
dogs to be steady to wing and shot 
(or “holding a point”) requires a lot 
of training space, many birds, and 
much time. You can get a young 
flushing dog working in the field 
much sooner and without as much 
training (albeit not steady to wing 
and shot) as you would need for a 
young pointer. To be sure, the Brit-
tany is somewhat different than 
most of the other pointers and has 
its devotees who live in urban areas. 
In fairness, however, we must point 
out the Brittany has only recently 
departed the spaniel ranks; only 
within the last decade was the suf-
fix “spaniel” dropped from its AKC 
breed name. Similarly, one may find 
“pointing” Labrador retrievers with 
temperament and handling char-
acteristics similar to the flushing 
variety. By and large, however, it 
has been our experience that flush-
ing spaniels and retrievers on the 
average are better suited for city 
life and the urban gun dog trainer 
than pointers.
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