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Lower Wisconsin State Riverway.

There are a number of migrating 
birds already in the area. Listen-
ing closely the distinct call of the 
sandhill crane can be heard. Geese 
are flying over head and a variety 
of ducks can be spotted in the 
backwaters, including mergan-
sers, goldeneyes, mallards and 
buffleheads.

The careful eye can see North 
America’s largest native water-
fowl, the trumpeter swan. This is 
one large white bird, with males 
sometimes weighing in over 30 
pounds. Not only is the trumpeter 
swan large in weight for a flying 
bird, but they have a wingspan 
of more than seven feet and they 
stand about four feet tall! There 
are a few other white birds that 
migrate through, but a good way 
to identify the trumpeter swan is 
the reddish band along the lower 
beak, looking a bit like lipstick 
against its otherwise black bill 
(unlike the mute swan which has 
an orange beak).

DNR wildlife staff investigates 
observation reports, bands some 
of the trumpeter swans to follow 
their movement. This creates an-
other opportunity for identifying 
the bird. Unlike most other birds 
this waterfowl is not huntable. 
As such, they have either large 
bands around their necks or tags 
on their wings that are visible from 
a distance.

If a trumpeter swan is spotted, 
particularly a banded trumpeter 
swan, there are two simple ways to 
report them. A swan observation 
report can be filled out and sub-
mitted online. Or the observation 
report can be submitted over the 
phone by calling the DNR wildlife 
management office at 608-588-
3432. Please be sure to note the 
color and any numbers that are 
written on the band.

More information about trum-
peter swans, a species of concern 
in Wisconsin, is available on 
the DNR website or visit www.
allaboutbirds.org/guide/Trum-
peter_Swan/id (exit DNR).

Stamp funds available 
for habitat work to 

benefit turkey, pheasant 
and waterfowl

Applications to fund habitat 
work by conservation organiza-
tions and government agencies to 
benefit wild turkeys, pheasants, 
and waterfowl are now available 
from the Department of Natural 
Resources. The applications are 
due March 28, 2011, for work to 
be done in 2012 and 2013.

Funds raised through the sale 
wild turkey, pheasant, and water-
fowl stamps and a portion of the 
Conservation Patron license are 
made available to conservation 
organizations and units of govern-
ment. Eligibility information and 
criteria, application guidance, and 
more information can be found 
on each of the species pages on 
the DNR website at dnr.wi.gov. 
Funds may be used only for de-
veloping, managing, preserving, 
restoring and maintaining the wild 
turkey, pheasant, and waterfowl 
populations and their habitat in 
the state.

“Since their inception, millions 
of dollars of wild turkey, pheasant, 
and waterfowl stamp funds have 
been awarded to conduct habitat 
management, research, and out-
reach that benefits the species, 
their habitat, and the people who 
enjoy hunting and viewing them,” 
said Scott Walter, the Department 
of Natural Resources upland wild-
life ecologist. “These funds have 
been instrumental in providing 
critical habitat and species man-

agement across the state.”
Currently, 60 percent of pheasant 

stamp funds are directed to the 
State Game Farm, which annually 
produces pheasants for release on 
public hunting grounds. The pro-
gram provides additional pheas-
ant hunting opportunities for bird 
hunting enthusiasts. One-third of 
waterfowl stamp funds is directed 
to Canada in a cooperative species 
management effort that preserves 
waterfowl habitat and benefits 
Wisconsin hunters.

“All Wisconsin residents have 
benefitted from the waterfowl 
habitat work that has been funded 
by the sale of Wisconsin waterfowl 
stamps,” said Ricky Lien, DNR’s 
wetland habitat specialist. “Wet-
land habitat work accomplished 
through the money raised by 
waterfowl stamps not only ben-
efits hunters but also provides 
waterfowl watching opportuni-
ties for non-hunters, provides 
clean water, and helps to control 
flooding by slowing the release of 
floodwaters.”

A stamp is required to hunt wild 
turkeys, pheasants, and waterfowl 
in the state of Wisconsin. Many 
stamp collectors also purchase the 
stamps, and stamp design contests 
are held each August to determine 
the design of the upcoming license 
year’s stamps. On average, the 
wildlife stamps receive annual 
revenues exceeding $300,000 for 
pheasant, $750,000 for wild turkey, 
and $550,000 for waterfowl.

To learn more about how to ap-
ply for funds from Wisconsin’s 
wild turkey, pheasant and wa-
terfowl stamps to benefit wildlife 
and wildlife habitat in Wisconsin, 
visit Wisconsin Wildlife Stamp or 
contact Krista McGinley, assistant 
upland wildlife ecologist, at (608) 
264-8963 or Krista.McGinley@
Wisconsin.gov.


