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the department’s website, or call 
(701) 328-3697, to receive general-
ized locations of bird sightings 
in North Dakota until the season 
ends or geese have left the state. 
Migration reports will be updated 
periodically during the week.

The spring season is only open 
to light geese – snows, blues, and 
Ross’s. Species identification is 
important because white-fronted 
and Canada geese travel with 
light geese. The season is closed to 
whitefronts, Canada geese, swans 
and all other migratory birds.

The statewide season is open 
through May 8. Shooting hours 
are 30 minutes before sunrise to 
30 minutes after sunset. There is 
no daily bag limit or possession 
limit. Electronic and recorded 
calls, as well as shotguns capable 
of holding more than three shells, 
may be used to take light geese 
during this season.

There are no waterfowl rest areas 
designated for the spring season. 
Hunters should note that private 
land within waterfowl rest areas 
closed last fall may be posted 
closed to hunting.

Nontoxic shot is required for 
hunting all light geese statewide. 
Driving off established roads and 
trails is strongly discouraged dur-
ing this hunt because of the likeli-
hood of soft, muddy conditions, 
and winter wheat that is planted 
across the state.

To maintain good landowner 
relations, hunters are advised to 
seek permission before hunting 
on private lands or attempting any 
off-road travel during this season. 
Sprouted winter wheat is consid-
ered an unharvested crop. There-
fore, hunting or off-road travel in 
winter wheat is not legal without 
landowner permission.

All regular hunting season regu-

lations not addressed above apply 
to the spring season. For more 
information on regulations refer 
to the 2011 Spring Light Goose 
Hunting Regulations and the 2010 
North Dakota Waterfowl Hunting 
Guide.

Hunting Guide and 
Outfitter Test Set for May 

7
The next guide and outfitter 

written examination is May 7 
at 1 p.m. at the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department of-
fice in Bismarck. The test is given 
periodically to anyone interested 
in becoming a hunting guide or 
outfitter in the state.

In addition to passing a written 
exam, qualifications for becom-
ing a guide include a background 
check for criminal and game and 
fish violations; certification in car-
diopulmonary resuscitation and 
standard first aid; and employ-
ment by or contract with a licensed 
hunting outfitter.

Hunting outfitter eligibility 
requirements include the guide 
qualifications, as well as an indi-
vidual must have held a hunting 
guide license for two years; and 
must have proof of liability insur-
ance.

Interested individuals are re-
quired to preregister by calling 
the Game and Fish Department’s 
enforcement office at 328-6604.

Sharp-tailed Grouse 
Observation Blinds to 

Open
Several national wildlife refuges 

and a state wildlife management 
area will offer sharp-tailed grouse 
observation blinds for public use 
this spring. The blinds are popular 
with wildlife photographers and 
others interested in watching the 

spring courtship rituals of sharp-
tailed grouse.

Grouse blinds typically receive 
widespread interest and are avail-
able by reservation only. Those 
locations offering blinds usually 
start taking reservations for late 
March or early April, weather 
permitting. Peak grouse dancing 
activity usually occurs from mid-
April into early May.

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department has an observa-
tion blind at Lonetree Wildlife 
Management Area southwest of 
Harvey. Call (701) 324-2211 for 
reservations.

Contact the following national 
wildlife refuges for information 
on blind reservations:

    * Lostwood National Wildlife 
Refuge, Kenmare, (701) 848-2722.

    * Des Lacs National Wildlife 
Refuge, Kenmare, (701) 385-4046.

    * Long Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge, Moffit, (701) 387-4397.

    * Arrowwood National Wildlife 
Refuge, Pingree, (701) 285-3341.

    * Upper Souris National 
Wildlife Refuge, Berthold, (701) 
468-5467.

    * J. Clark Salyer National 
Wildlife Refuge, Upham, (701) 
768-2548.

Wisconsin
DNR Seeks Observation 

Reports of Migrating 
Trumpeter Swans

Spring officially arrives in Wis-
consin on March 20, but the Lower 
Wisconsin State Riverway and 
some sloughs are already open, 
and the migration of birds has 
begun. With the migration, the 
Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) is seeking observation re-
ports of trumpeter swans along the 


