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counties along the Platte from 
Columbus to Grand Island

— Butler County near Dwight 
and David City

“We received a lot of input, 
which lead to these potential 
changes,” said Mark Vrtiska, 
Game and Parks waterfowl pro-
gram manager. “Most of the input 
received was directed at these 
changes. Other suggestions were 
either not allowable by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service or we 
had conflicting responses to a 
change in an area.”

Game and Parks will hold another 
round of informational meetings, 
as well as a survey at OutdoorNe-
braska.org, to receive input on the 
considered changes. Vrtiska said 
it is important for hunters to give 
their opinions, whether they are for 
or against changes.

“The duck zone changes still 
need approval of our Board of 
Commissioners and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service before they 
can go into effect,” Vrtiska said. 
“Additional information will be 
coming for times and locations of 
public meetings.”

Landowners Offered 
Incentives for Pheasant 

Habitat
 Landowners in parts of south-

west Nebraska undecided about 
what to plant this spring may want 
to consider milo. The Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission 
has incentives for planting milo 
designed to enhance pheasant 
hunting in the area.

The milo incentive is offered in 
portions of northwest Hitchcock, 
southeast Hayes and northwest 
Red Willow counties – known as 
the Southwest Focus on Pheasants 
area.

Following harvest, landowners 

may receive payments of $15 per 
acre for milo stubble that is at least 
15 inches high and left in place 
as pheasant habitat until April 1, 
2012.

Two other incentives also are 
available. Landowners who plant 
wheat may receive $15 per acre for 
tall wheat stubble and pheasant 
friendly managed wheat stubble 
acres. They also may be paid $15 
per acre for deferred grazing on 
rangeland by leaving grass for 
wildlife habitat for one year.

Landowners who take advan-
tage of these incentives also may 
receive additional payments for 
allowing public walk-in hunting 
access on those acres. Each land-
owner may enroll up to 320 acres 
of milo or wheat during the 2011-
2012 season.

The goals of the incentives are 
to increase and improve pheasant 
habitat, increase grassland bird 
populations and provide addi-
tional public hunting access on 
private land.

Focus on Pheasants is a joint 
effort of Game and Parks, Pheas-
ants Forever and resource and 
conservation partners to increase 
the pheasant population by creat-
ing and enhancing habitat in focus 
areas.

Landowners interested in enroll-
ing land for any of the incentives 
should contact T.J. Walker or Justin 
Haahr at (308) 535-8025 or Andy 
Houser at (308) 345-4163, ext. 3.

North Dakota
Producers Have 

Opportunities with 
Conservation Reserve 

Program
Producers interested in submit-

ting bids to enroll land in Con-
servation Reserve Program acres 

have a deadline of April 15. Ap-
plications received during the cur-
rent sign up period will be ranked 
against others according to the 
Environmental Benefit Index.

Kevin Kading, North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department pri-
vate land section leader, said there 
are some things producers can do 
to increase their chances of being 
accepted into CRP. “Producers can 
receive assistance from private 
land biologists with the Game 
and Fish Department, Ducks Un-
limited and Pheasants Forever,” 
Kading said.

Private land biologists can help 
producers find the best possible 
combination of factors that will 
positively influence their EBI 
score, which will increase their 
likelihood of being accepted into 
the program.

North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department offers incentives and 
cost share if producers enroll their 
CRP into the department’s Private 
Land Open To Sportsmen program 
to allow walk-in access for hunt-
ing. “This is an option producers 
should keep in mind when apply-
ing for CRP,” Kading said.

Land currently enrolled in CRP 
with an expiration date of Sept. 30 
is eligible. In addition, new acreage 
may also be offered into this sign-
up if cropping history and other 
eligibility requirements are met.

Producers should contact the fol-
lowing biologists for more informa-
tion, or attend a local workshop.

NDGF Private Land 
Biologists

Ty Dressler, Dickinson – 227-7431 
(Stark, Hettinger, Adams, Slope, 
Bowman)

Terry Oswald, Jr., Bismarck – 
328-6647 (Burleigh, Emmons, Kid-
der, Oliver)


