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    * Acquire land, create opportu-

nities - create new and expanded 
park and trail opportunities to 
satisfy current customers as well 
as to reach out to new ones.

    * Take care of what we have 
- provide safe, high-quality park 
and trail experiences by regular 
re-investment in park and trail 
infrastructure.

    * Coordinate among partners 
- enhance coordination across 
the large and complex network 
of public, private, and nonprofit 
partners that support Minnesota’s 
parks and trails to ensure seam-
less, enjoyable park and trail ex-
periences for Minnesotans.

The plan also establishes guide-
lines for making future parks and 
trails legacy plan funding deci-
sions, which include:

    * Achieve big, tangible out-
comes that make a long-term dif-
ference.

    * Take a balanced approach to 
supporting a range of parks and 
trails needs - from acquisition, to 
development, to taking care of 
what we have, to restoration, to 
programming and marketing.

    * Understand regional differ-
ences - the needs, priorities, re-
sources and existing infrastructure 
vary greatly across Minnesota.

The DNR worked with the Uni-
versity of Minnesota’s Center for 
Changing Landscapes, which de-
veloped a parks and trails inven-
tory and framework to support and 
inform this plan. The inventory and 
framework are posted online.

In 2008, Minnesotans passed the 
Clean Water Land and Legacy Act 
(the “Legacy Amendment”). It is 
funded by a 3/8 percent increase 
in the state sales tax. State and 
regional parks and trails receive 
14.25 percent of the funds generat-
ed from the Legacy Amendment.

Conservation grants 
available for local groups

The Conservation Partners Leg-
acy Grant Program (CPL) will 
accept a second round of appli-
cations for conservation projects 
starting Feb. 15. Approximately 
$775,000 remains from the fiscal 
year 2011 appropriation for the 
program to be used for projects 
requesting between $5,000 and 
$125,000.

“We’re looking for good, small 
projects that will benefit Minne-
sota’s fish, game and wildlife,” 
said Leslie Tannahill, CPL grant 
coordinator. “In the first round 
of fiscal year 2011 applications, 
we received more applications 
for larger projects. This round we 
want to see the smaller ones. This 
is the perfect opportunity for local 
groups to get involved.”

Examples of previously funded 
projects and their locations can be 
found on the DNR’s website.

Grants are available to local, 
regional, state and national or-
ganizations and to government 
entities. Projects are eligible in the 
following categories:

    * Restore or enhance fish and 
wildlife habitat on lands perma-
nently protected by conservation 
easements or public ownership

    * Protect land through acqui-
sition of fee title or conservation 
easements that will be open to 
public hunting and fishing during 
open seasons.

A nonstate match of at least 10 
percent is required for all applica-
tions requesting up to $100,000, 
and at least 15 percent nonstate 
funds are required for all ap-
plications requesting more than 
$100,000.

All applications must be submit-
ted using the CPL online grant 
application system on the CPL 

website. Applications must be sub-
mitted by 5 p.m. on March 31.

 Metro/St. Paul Ducks 
Unlimited Chapter 

recognized nationally
  Metro/St. Paul Chapter of 

Ducks Unlimited was recently 
named one of DU’s Top 100 Chap-
ters. The Top 100 Chapters are 
among Ducks Unlimited’s most 
successful chapters throughout 
the nation. Each year, the list is re-
served for the top 100 chapters that 
raise up to $100,000 in grassroots 
income for DU’s conservation mis-
sion. Chapters raising more than 
$100,000 are recognized by the 
President’s Elite award.

“I thank all our top 100 chapters 
and the volunteers who have 
made an extraordinary effort 
to raise a substantial amount of 
money for conservation this year,” 
DU President John Pope said.

The Metro/St. Paul Chapter 
has earned a spot on the Top 100 
list out of the more than 2,700 
DU Chapters nationwide. DU’s 
grassroots system has become 
a model for other conservation 
organizations worldwide and has 
helped conserve more than 12 
million acres of waterfowl habitat 
since 1937.         

“These top 100 chapters exempli-
fy DU’s grassroots system,” said 
Jim West, DU’s chief fundraising 
officer. “Volunteers within these 
chapters are showing that the fu-
ture of waterfowl populations and 
wetlands that filter our drinking 
water are important to them and 
their communities. Every volun-
teer’s passion for waterfowl con-
servation is the catalyst for DU’s 
perennial fundraising success.”

Ducks Unlimited is the world’s 
largest nonprofit organization 
dedicated to conserving North 


