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2011 spring light goose 
hunting begins March 1
Interested participants are re-

minded that harvest of snow geese, 
including blue-phased snow geese 
and the smaller Ross’ geese, will 
be allowed from Tuesday, March 
1, to Sunday, April 30.

The harvest will occur under a 
federal conservation order that 
permits 24 states, including Min-
nesota, to allow harvest of light 
geese after the close of hunting 
seasons.

A spring light goose permit is 
required and may be obtained 
through any DNR license agent, 
online and by telephone at 888-
665-4236. Customers using the 
telephone will receive a temporary 
authorization number in lieu of 
the permit until it can be mailed to 
the applicant. Customers using the 
Internet will be able to print their 
own permit when completing the 
transaction, and will not receive a 
permit by mail.

Although the permits are free, 
there is a $3.50 application fee to 
cover the cost of issuing the per-
mit. No other license, stamp or 
permit is required to participate. 
Permits will be available after 
Friday, Feb. 18.

Most regulations that apply to 
fall goose hunting seasons also 
will apply during the spring light 
goose season, including nontoxic 
shot requirements and federal 
baiting regulations. In addition, 
all refuges closed to either duck or 
goose hunting during fall seasons 
are also closed during the spring 
conservation action. Shooting 
hours will be one-half hour before 
sunrise to one-half hour after sun-
set each day. No daily or posses-
sion limits apply. Use of electronic 
calls and unplugged shotguns is 
allowed.

The conservation order is part of 
an international effort to reduce 
by 50 percent the populations of 
lesser snow geese and Ross’ geese 
that breed in Arctic coastal areas 
and the Hudson Bay area. The 
goal is to reduce habitat damage 
on the breeding grounds caused 
by high populations of the birds. 
Minnesota has participated in the 
conservation order since 2000. 
Minnesota’s harvest of light geese 
during this effort has varied dra-
matically from a few hundred 
to 6,000, depending on weather 
conditions.

“Minnesota is at the extreme 
eastern edge of the spring migra-
tion through the Midwest,” said 
Ray Norrgard, DNR wetland 
wildlife program leader. “March 
weather, particularly snow and ice 
conditions, can have a tremendous 
effect on the migration routes of 
light geese.”

A summary of regulations will 
be available from license vendors, 
online, at DNR wildlife offices, or 
by calling the DNR Information 
Center at 651-296-6157 or toll-free 
888-646-6367.

DNR commissioner 
outlines 25-year legacy 

plan for parks and trails 
in Minnesota

With the goal of providing the 
next generation of Minnesotans 
with world-class parks and trails 
that connect everyone to the out-
doors, a mandated 25-year stra-
tegic legacy plan was presented 
to the State Legislature today by 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) Commissioner 
Tom Landwehr.

The long-range plan outlines 
how funds generated from the 
Clean Water Land and Legacy 
Act (the “Legacy Amendment”) as 

well as other traditional funding 
sources should be spent for parks 
and trails of state and regional 
significance.

    * The vision for the plan states 
that in 2035, Minnesota parks and 
trails will create experiences that 
inspire a legacy of stewardship for 
the natural world and provide fun 
outdoor recreational opportuni-
ties that strengthen friendships, 
families, health and spirit, now 
and into the future. Minnesotans 
will also experience the full range 
of benefits that outdoor recreation 
provides, reinforcing our state’s 
identity as an outdoor culture.

CREATING THE PLAN
The DNR, working with the 

Citizens League, used extensive 
public outreach efforts over an 
18-month period to develop the 
plan. The efforts included a kick-
off summit with recreation and 
conservation leaders, 17 listening 
workshops throughout Minne-
sota, outreach to more than 1,000 
youth and young adults, exten-
sive web-based input, targeted 
meetings with diverse racial and 
ethnic groups, and four final pub-
lic review workshops, along with 
additional web-based review of 
the draft plan.

Seven DNR-led teams of recre-
ation and conservation profes-
sionals used this public input and 
developed 10-year strategies.

Four areas, which are grounded 
in what DNR officials heard from 
the public, serve as the heart of 
the plan.  

They are:
    * Connect people and the out-

doors - better develop Minnesota’s 
stewards of tomorrow through 
connection strategies that increase 
life-long participation in parks 
and trails.


