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State News

Iowa
Quail Forever Awards 

Local Hunter $100 Prize 
For Assistance Wildlife 

Bureau With Survey
The Iowa Department of Natural 

Resources is studying small game 
populations and harvest on public 
wildlife areas in southern Iowa to 
learn more about hunter use and 
harvest on the areas. This is the 
third year of the study.

Quail Forever supports any 
research aimed to guide better 
management and sustainability 
of the native bird and offered a 
$100 prize to a hunter who chose 
to participate in the survey.

Nearly 100 hunters were sur-
veyed about their small game 
experience, which includes quail, 
pheasant, rabbit and squirrel. The 
survey was designed to measure 
the harvest during the season 
and timing of when the harvest 
occurred.

“We are investigating one of 
the many factors involved with 
upland game management,” said 
Mark McInroy, upland game re-
search technician with the DNR. 
“We know hunter harvest is rarely 
a cause of population declines, but 
on small, local scale and under 
certain circumstances, hunters can 
indeed over-harvest game even 
within the confines of current 
seasons and bag limits.”

So far, the DNR has not docu-
mented any threat of over-harvest 
on the study areas, since the re-
search began in 2008.

The 2010-11 survey included 
small game hunters from Michi-
gan, Wisconsin, and Illinois with 
the most being from southern 
Iowa.

“Hunter cooperation is the key. 
Without that, we would not have 
any data,” McInroy said.

Judith Parcell, from Fairfield, 
won the $100 prize.

“I’ve been bird hunting 13 years 
and I love watching my pointers 
find coveys,” she said. “I appreci-
ate the excellent job of manage-
ment the DNR has done. I’ve 
never won anything. Thanks Quail 
Forever.”

Minnesota
DNR accepting 

comments on hunting 
rules

The Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) is ac-
cepting comments through March 
31 on a proposal to make perma-
nent a number of temporary hunt-
ing rules that have been in place 
for at least one hunting season.

The proposals cover a variety of 
areas pertaining to registration of 
game, hunter selection, and de-
scriptions of various hunting area 
boundaries such as goose zones 
and deer area boundaries.

“Hunters have been pursuing 
game under many of these rules 
for the past several seasons,” 
said Jason Abraham, DNR season 
setting specialist. “One new rule 
would establish a deadline for the 
purchase of bear licenses by hunt-
ers who were successful in the bear 
license lottery.”

A copy of the proposed rules will 
be published in the Feb. 14 State 
Register and online. A copy of the 
proposed rules is also available on 
the DNR website.

Many of the rule changes were 
a result of efforts to streamline 
regulations, reduce paperwork 
and modify zone boundaries to 
better match habitat conditions. 
The rules are summarized below:

    * Make a minor modification 
to the Lac qui Parle Controlled 
Hunting Zone boundary.

    * Provide for registration of 
multiple deer in intensive and 
managed deer areas and allow 
deer registration by telephone.

    * Restrict registration of antler-
less deer in youth-only antlerless 
deer areas.

    * Modify licensing procedures 
for bear hunting.

    * Modify elk zone boundaries 
and establish a separate license 
drawing for landowners.

    * Amend registration block 
boundaries.

    * Modify otter zone boundaries 
and fur registration procedures.

    * Modify turkey permit pro-
cedures.

    * Repeal obsolete goose zone 
boundaries and establish the 
boundary of a migratory water-
fowl feeding and resting area on 
Upper Twin Lake in Freeborn 
County.

Comments may be submitted to: 
Jason Abraham, Box 20, Minnesota 
DNR, 500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, 
MN 55115-4020, or by e-mailing 
jason.abraham@state.mn.us.


