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involved: more hunters, as part of a 
groundbreaking program that sends 
hundreds of thousands of newcom-
ers into the field.  

Concerned about the impact of 
too many restrictions on the ability 
of sportsmen and sportswomen to 
pass on their hunting traditions to 
the next generation, a trio of national 
organizations launched a program 
designed to remove the red tape, 
and bolster hunting recruitment.  
The program, Families Afield, was 
kicked off in 2005 by the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation, the 
National Wild Turkey Federation 
and the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance.  
Their efforts have been joined by 
the Congressional Sportsmen’s 
Foundation and the National Rifle 
Association.  

The purpose of the program is 
to promote passage of “Apprentice 
Hunting License” legislation.  Un-
der this new license, an experienced 
hunter can take a newcomer into the 
field to hunt under close supervision 
prior to the completion of a hunter 
education course.  

To date, 30 states have passed 
Families Afield style laws, and 
brand new data shows that more 
than 598,532 apprentice license have 
been sold since the program began.  
And the safety rate of the supervised 
apprentices has exceeded that of the 
average hunter.  

Even more encouraging was 
data from a study on the first class 
of apprentices from the state of Ohio 
that began in 2006.  Over the three 
year period, roughly half of the 
purchasers of apprentice licenses 
continued hunting.

In today’s tough economic en-
vironment it is also important to 
consider the economic impact that 
Families Afield has built in such a 
short amount of time.  

According to Today’s Hunter, 

published by the National Shoot-
ing Sports Foundation in 2008, the 
average hunter spends just under 
$2,000 per year on expenses related 
to hunting.  This includes food, 
lodging, equipment, travel costs, 
licenses and more.  

When the two pieces of research 
are combined, it is easy to appreciate 
the impact of Families Afield.  By 
retaining half of the 598,532 appren-
tice hunters, with an average expen-
diture of $2,000, Families Afield has 
already had an estimated impact of 
nearly $600 million dollars!

The bottom line:  Families Afield 
is a proven program that helps 
increase hunting numbers, while 
promoting a safe experience and 
provides much needed fuel to a 
slowly recovering economy.  That’s 
why these organizations and hun-
dreds of state and local sportsmen’s 
groups are supporting passage of 
apprentice hunting licenses in all 
50 states.  

More information can be found 
here:   

Families Afield  – www.fami-
liesafield.org 

National Shooting Sports Foun-
dation - trade association for the 
firearms industry. Its mission is to 
promote, protect and preserve hunt-
ing and the shooting sports.   www.
nssf.org

National Wild Turkey Fed-
eration – Conservation of the wild 
turkey and other upland wildlife 
and preservation of our hunting 
heritage.   www.nwtf.org   

US Sportsmen’s Alliance – Pro-
tecting the rights of Americans to 
hunt, fish, and trap.   www.ussports-
men.org

Congressional Sportsmen’s 
Foundation - Protecting and ad-
vancing America’s outdoor tradi-
tions through its unprecedented 

network of elected officials.    www.
sportsmenslink.org   

National Rifle Association of 
America –   www.nra.org

Massachusetts Bill 
Sets Unreasonable No 

Hunting Areas
A bill in Massachusetts could 

drastically decrease land open for 
hunting.

House Bill 657, introduced by 
Representative Kathi-Anne Rein-
stein (D- Suffolk), would double 
the size of the state’s no hunting 
zones near occupied dwellings.

Currently, state law prohibits 
possessing a loaded firearm or 
hunting on someone else’s land 
within 500 feet of an occupied 
dwelling without the dwelling 
owner ’s permission.  This bill 
would arbitrarily double that dis-
tance to 1,000 feet.

If passed, the bill would force 
sportsmen to get permission to 
hunt from adjacent land owners 
even on many of the lands they 
currently hunt.  In effect the bill 
could shut down vast tracks of 
land that are currently open to 
hunting.

 “This bill could prohibit sports-
men from hunting on lands they 
have enjoyed for years simply be-
cause the person living next door 
doesn’t like hunting,” said Jeremy 
Rine, U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 
associate director of state services.  
“The current 500 foot no hunting 
restriction is already excessive, 
there is no justifiable reason for 
further limiting the amount of pri-
vate land available to hunters.”

Take Action!  Massachusetts 
sportsmen should contact their 
state representative ask them to 
oppose HB 657.  Tell them there is 


