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NEW YORK BILL 
WOULD LOWER AGE 
FOR PARTICIPATION 

AT RANGES 
New York State Senate Bill 4017 

authorizes youths 10 years of age or 
older to load and fire a rifle, shotgun 
or pistol at a shooting range while 
under the supervision of a qualified 
person. The bill lowers the age from 
the current 12 years while raising 
the minimum age of the qualified 
supervisor from 18 to 21. Currently, 
many youths are excluded from 
scholastic shooting sports competi-
tions in New York because of the 
existing legislation

OPPOSE SOUTH 
DAKOTA PETITION TO 

BAN TRADITIONAL 
AMMUNITION 

NSSF is urging all sportsmen 
to contact members of the South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks Com-
mission in opposition to its proposal 
to ban traditional ammunition for 
hunting on public roads and rights 
of way. The commission proposed 
the ban earlier this month and will 
vote on whether to put the regula-
tion into place during its April 7-8 
meetings in Brandon, S.D.

4TH QUARTER U.S. 
QUARTERLY IMPORTS 
DOWN 17.6 PERCENT 

NSSF reports that overall U.S. 
quarterly imports (in U.S. dollars) 
of all sporting arms and ammuni-
tion declined 17.6 percent in the 
fourth quarter of 2010 compared to 
the same period last year. During 
the period of October to December 
2010, imports were $255.3 million, 
down from $309.8 million in 2009. 
Individually, the shotgun category 
showed a 7.6 percent increase 
from $39.5 million to $42.5 million 

while the muzzleloader category 
posted a 7.4 percent increase from 
$4.4 million to $4.7 million. The 
ammunition category was down 
0.5 percent from $104.2 million to 
$103.7 million, followed by the rifle 
category being down 24.1 percent 
from $37.2 million to $28.3 million. 
The shotshells category was down 
32.6 percent from $5 million to $3.7 
million and handgun imports were 
down 39.1 percent from $119.6 mil-
lion to $72.8 million. For additional 
research information, visit nssf.org/
research.

FEBRUARY NSSF-
ADJUSTED NICS 
BACKGROUND 

CHECKS UP 13.6% 
The February 2011 NSSF-ad-

justed National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System (NICS) 
figure of 963,746 is an increase of 
13.6 percent over the NSSF-adjusted 
NICS figure of 848,036 from Febru-
ary 2010. For comparison, the un-
adjusted February 2011 NICS figure 
of 1,463,138 is an increase of 18.2 
percent over the unadjusted NICS 
figure of 1,237,617 from February 
2010. The adjusted NICS data was 
derived by NSSF by subtracting 
out all NICS purpose code permit 
checks used by several states such 
as Kentucky, Iowa and Utah for 
CCW permit application checks 
as well as checks on active CCW 
permit databases. While not a direct 
correlation to firearms sales, the 
NSSF-adjusted NICS data provides 
a more accurate picture of current 
market conditions. Questions con-
cerning NSSF-adjusted NICS data 
should be directed to NSSF research 
at 203-426-1320 or research@nssf.
org. In addition to other purposes, 
NICS is used to check transactions 
of firearm sales and transfers on 
new and used handguns and long 
guns. Additional information on 
NICS and a complete set of current 

monthly NICS reports are available 
online. NSSF members may access 
historical monthly NICS reports in 
the log-in members section of nssf.
org.

Connecticut Bill 
Introduced to Ban 
Possession of All 

Magazines Over 10 
Rounds

A bill raised in the Connecticut 
General Assembly ( Bill Number 
1094) would ban the possession of 
any magazine (rifle, pistol or shot-
gun) capable of holding more than 
10 rounds. Despite earlier rumors, 
there is no sponsor of the bill.  It was 
raised by the Judiciary Committee.

If this bill passes, law-abiding 
gun owners will have to begin sur-
rendering their magazines by July, 
or face confiscation by the state 
police and a felony charge. Again, 
this proposal would not only ban 
the sale of these magazines, but 
would make simple possession a 
felony. Any gun owner found in 
possession of any magazine capable 
of holding more than 10 rounds will 
be in violation of this proposed law, 
regardless of whether it was legally 
purchased.

This draconian measure will 
also affect non-gun owners as all 
Connecticut tax payers will be 
forced to foot the bill for the ex-
traordinary process of having police 
confiscate — from law-abiding citi-
zens — the millions of magazines 
already in the state.

Making matters worse, manu-
facturers including Colt, C Products, 
Mec-Gar, OKAY Industries and Met-
alform will be directly affected by 
this legislation. That means a loss of 
jobs and tax revenue to the state.

Arbitrarily limiting magazine 
capacity and threatening law-abid-
ing gun owners with confiscation 
and felony charges is beyond the 


