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Conservation

P rescribed fire can be an  
inexpensive, practical,  
and effective tool for pre-

paring landscapes for regeneration, 
simplifying access issues, managing 
timber stands, and improving wild-
life habitat.  In light of recent changes 
in the legal landscape and insurance 
liability requirements involved, four 
members of the Mid-South Chapter 
of Quail Forever recently completed 
a Prescribed Burn Course sponsored 
by the Mississippi State University 
Division of Academic Outreach and 
Continuing Education.  

President and Habitat Chair-
man Walker Morris, Treasurer 
Jurey Howard, Habitat and Bird 
Dog Training Grounds Manager 
Guy Joyner, and Annual Fundraiser 
Chairman Terry Baskin worked 
through a 32 hour online pre-course, 
S-290, Intermediate Wildland Fire 
Behavior, before completing 21 
hours of class room and field work 
at the 2,600 acre Strawberry Plains 
Audubon Center in Holly Springs, 
Mississippi.  Completion of the 
course certifies one as a qualified 
Prescribed Burn Manager for permit 
and insurance purposes.

After a welcome and introduc-
tion from Mississippi Forestry Com-
mission (MFC) Northern Region 
Training Officer (RTO) Jeff Ware, 
Richard Compere from the Attorney 
General’s Office in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, taught on the Mississippi 

law regarding the legal aspects of 
prescribed burning—permit re-
quirements and liability.  

Officer Ware also addressed 
Smoke Emissions and Dispersion 
and assisted in moving the class 
forward.  Mark Jamieson, Fire 
Management Officer (FMO) of the 
USDA Forest Service, provided 
experienced-based instruction on 
applications of Prescribed Burn-
ing Techniques, Fire Weather, and 
the Smoke Management Screening 
System.  MFC Southern RTO Ed 
Brown followed to address Fire Ef-
fects and later led the class through 
the application process for Burning 
Permits and a Map Exercise.  

USFS FMO Jeff Bein presented 
interesting information on Fuel 
Moisture and Fuel Models and 
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worked the class through valuable 
Computer Applications and Inter-
net Sites.  Warning Coordination 
Meteorologist Richard Okulski 
of the National Weather Service 
provided valuable information re-
garding Weather Patterns.  Finally, 
USDA FMO Dave Berens walked 
the class through Prescribed Burn 
Plan Preparation and Execution and 
the Field Exercise on the beautiful 
Audubon Center grounds.

Staff and volunteers at the 
Strawberry Plains Audubon Cen-
ter were exceptional in displaying 
congenial southern hospitality, 
particularly in the area of on-site 
lunch and a smoked brisket dinner 
on the second day of the course.  The 
expert professionalism exhibited by 
the Fire and Forestry instructors was 
both personal and practical.  The 
Mid-South Chapter of Quail Forever 
now has four certified Prescribed 
Burn Managers who can assist in 
the furtherance of the mission to 
improve wild habitat for quail by 
prudent private land resource man-
agement.
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