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Department of Natural Resources, 
reports winter survival for pheas-
ants was below average due to an-
other winter with snowfall at a foot 
above normal. Pheasant densities in 
Iowa are highest in the northwest 
and north central portions of the 
state, regions both hit hard by win-
ter. “We could see an increase in a 
region or two, especially southern 
Iowa, but we’re not expecting any 
recovery or large change in num-
bers, especially in northern Iowa,” 
Bogenschutz says. The new Iowa 
Management and Access Program 
(IMAP) is getting underway this 
spring, which will allow the state to 
create and manage habitat on 3,700 
acres per year, while making those 
lands available for public hunting. 
It’s no consolation for pheasants 
nesting this year, but will help in 
years to come.

Colorado
Last autumn was a benchmark 

pheasant hunting season in Colo-
rado, and Ed Gorman, Small Game 
Manager with the Colorado Divi-
sion of Wildlife, reports a strong 
carryover of birds from the winter 
into this spring. Spring, however, 
has been a little on the dry side, 
notable because many pheasants 
there nest in green winter wheat. 
“A lot of nesting habitat is 
immature simply because it’s 
dry. It’s not optimum by any 
means,” Gorman said. In the 
southern part of Colorado’s 
pheasant range, Gorman says 
the dryness is more prevalent 
and thus expects nesting 
success to be reduced. While 
arid conditions are currently 
dictating this year’s hatch, 
Gorman says some timely 
spring rains could really im-
prove the outlook for nesting 
pheasants.

Montana
The biggest spring news 

is that winter in eastern Mon-
tana ended. Rick Northrup, 

Game Bird Coordinator with Mon-
tana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, says 
resident wildlife north and east of 
a line extending from Havre to the 
southeast corner of the state suffered 
through a severe winter. “Past his-
tory has shown such winters really 
push down the survival of pheas-
ants,” Northrup said, “We’re going 
into spring with very few breeders.” 
Northrup says even with a great 
spring, pheasant numbers by fall 
will still be down over a large area 
of Montana. Nesting conditions in 
other regions of the state will be 
closer to average, although those 
areas aren’t the state’s prime pheas-
ant territory.

Illinois
The end of April brought two 

weeks of cold and rain, not great 
for the early nesting period lead-
ing into May, says Michael Wefer, 
Agriculture & Grasslands Program 
Manager with the Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. Wefer 
says if things dry up by mid May, 
nesting conditions would be good. 
Winter wheat acreage is also up in 
Illinois this year, and while most of 
it is in the south, some acres are in 
the north and could provide extra 
nesting ground for pheasants.

Ohio
It’s been cold and wet in Ohio, 

reports Nathan Stricker, Wildlife 
Biologist with the Ohio Depart-
ment of Natural Resources Division 
of Wildlife, with only six days in 
April with no rainfall. Stricker says 
that because much of the habitat 
in Ohio’s pheasant range is near 
water – riparian buffers and filter 
strips – the recent flooding could 
significantly impact nesting.

Wisconsin
Cold and wet has also been the 

theme in Wisconsin, reports Kevin 
Wallenfang, Pheasants Forever’s 
Regional Wildlife Biologist in the 
state. Wisconsin has also lost ap-
proximately 30,000 CRP acres in the 
last year, which means some nesting 
cover has been lost. Still, Wallenfang 
says it’s early enough that a warm 
up could really change conditions in 
a hurry. And while overall state CRP 
enrollment has dipped, acres are 
increasing in targeted areas thanks 
to CRP’s State Acres For wildlife 
Enhancement (SAFE) initiative. 
Among the areas where acres are 
being added is the southwest por-
tion of the state.


