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News From the Enemy Camp 
and the Good Guys

Threat Returns for 
Microstamping in 

N.Y.
BLOOMBERG’S BILL IS 

BACK. . . After setting aside fire-
arms microstamping legislation (S. 
6005A) last week rather than los-
ing a vote on the senate floor, anti-
gun New York City politicians are 
now seeking to bring the bill back 
and have begun aggressively pres-
suring senators to flip-flop their 
votes. Among the tactics being 
used by these anti-gun politicians 
is a promise to push back the start 
date of microstamping -- a false 
promise since these same anti-gun 
politicians have pre-rigged the bill 
with a “cost” trigger to force im-
mediate implementation should 
someone come along and claim 
to be able to produce a micro-
stamped firing pin (discounting 
outside manufacturing costs) for 
under $12. And even still, pushing 
the date back wouldn’t make this 
flawed technology -- which has 
never been produced on a mass 
basis -- actually function.

NSSF has intensified its radio 
ad campaign in the Empire State, 
encouraging New Yorkers to con-
tact their state senator and urge 
him or her to oppose this legisla-
tion. NSSF is also on the ground 
in Albany working to educate leg-
islators on the flawed technology 
and the economic ramifications 
of mandating microstamping. If 
firearms microstamping passes, 
manufacturers would be forced 
to abandon the New York market 
rather than spend the astronomical 
sums of money necessary to com-
pletely reconfigure their manufac-
turing and assembly processes. In 
addition, this bill could result in 
hundreds of layoffs for New York 
workers as firearms factories con-
sider moving out of the state.

NSSF to award up to 
$500,000 to shooting 

ranges
NEWTOWN, Conn. -- To help 

public and private shooting fa-
cilities jump start their recruit-
ment and retention efforts, the 
National Shooting Sports Founda-

tion (NSSF) will 
be  awarding 
up to $500,000 
in grants this 
year to ranges 
a r o u n d  t h e 
country.

This is the 
third year that 
NSSF has dis-
tributed fund-
ing to quali-
fying ranges 

through its Range Partnership 
Grant Program.

“These grants will help shoot-
ing range managers create new 
strategies to drive traffic to their 
facilities and, in turn, benefit the 
future of our sports,” said Chris 
Dolnack, NSSF senior vice presi-
dent. “Research tells us that mil-
lions of Americans would like to 
try shooting, and the place to get 
started is at one of the thousands 
of ranges across the country.”

The projects funded by the 
grants will also serve as pilot pro-
grams, which, if successful, can be 
used by other facilities.

“The best way to increase 
participation is to enhance and 
promote shooting opportunities at 
the local level,” said Melissa Schil-
ling, NSSF recruitment and reten-
tion manager. “We’re looking for 
unique proposals that move the 
needle on recruiting new shooters, 
attracting lapsed shooters back to 
the range and increasing opportu-
nities for active shooters.”

Shooting ranges interested 
in applying for a grant can learn 
more about NSSF’s Range Partner-
ship Grant Program at http://nssf.
org/shooting/grants.

Firearms Industry 
Fires Back against 
Proposed Ban on 
Traditional Shot 

Shells in California
 The National Shooting Sports 

Foundation (NSSF) – the trade as-
sociation for the firearms, ammuni-
tion, hunting and shooting sports 
industry – criticized the introduc-
tion of a bill in California to ban 
traditional shot shells containing 
lead BBs in state wildlife areas.



41
Ads starting from $160/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell

April/May 2010                                    We average over a million hits a month on the net.                                         www.Bdarn.com

The sponsor of the bill, As-
semblyman Pedro Nava (D), an-
nounced the proposed legislation 
at a press conference, where he 
was flanked by representatives 
from the Humane Society of the 
United States (HSUS) – the coun-
try’s largest anti-hunting group. 
Just yesterday the assemblyman, 
who is running for California at-
torney general, was endorsed by 
the Sierra Club California.  The 
involvement of the HSUS and the 
timing of the endorsement demon-
strate that the real motive behind 
the ban is to diminish hunting in 
the state by making it much more 
expensive to buy ammunition, 
thereby forcing more hunters out 
of the field and keeping new hunt-
ers from going afield.

Wildlife management policy 
must be based on science, not on 
opinion or political or symbolic 
gesture. Assemblyman Nava’s 
claim that traditional shot shells 
need to be banned to protect 
wildlife populations is simply not 
supported by sound science.

“Wildlife population manage-
ment decisions and hunting regu-
lations are best left to the profes-
sionals at the California Fish and 
Game Department based on sound 
science,” said NSSF Senior Vice 
President and General Counsel 
Lawrence G. Keane. “The Legisla-
ture is not the appropriate forum 
for these decisions to be made.”

The introduction of the tra-
ditional ammunition ban comes 
on the heels of the Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks Commission 
(FWP) rejecting a similar proposal 
in its state on the grounds that a 
ban lacked “biological justifica-
tion.”

 “If Assemblyman Nava’s bill 
passes,” continued Keane, “it is 
the state and local economies that 

will need help. The proposed ban, 
while doing nothing to help wild-
life, would force hunters to use 
other more costly ammunition al-
ternatives. This would make hunt-
ing more expensive and ultimately 
lead to a decline in hunters, hunter 
support for wildlife conservation 
and hunter-generated income.”

Firearms Industry 
Concerned Over 
United Nations 

Request for Firearms 
Trace Data

NEWTOWN, Conn. -- The Na-
tional Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF) – the trade association for 
the firearms industry – has learned 
that the United Nations has filed 
its first firearms trace request. 
The move by the United Nations, 
which has long advocated for 
civilian disarmament, raised con-
cerns from the NSSF.

“Firearms trace data is a law 
enforcement tool to help aid in 
specific criminal investigations,” 
said NSSF Senior Vice President 
and General Counsel Lawrence 
G. Keane. “Our concerns with this 
trace request stem from UN-efforts 
to impose arms trade control trea-
ties that would lead to a ban on 
the civilian possession and owner-
ship of firearms, possibly even in 
the United States despite Second 
Amendment protections and the 
recent Supreme Court decision 
(Heller v. District of Columbia) 
reaffirming that Americans have 
an individual right to keep and 
bear arms.”

Tracing a firearm is the process 
by which law enforcement tracks 
the chain of custody of a firearm 
through the licensed distribu-
tion system to the original (first) 

retail purchaser. In this particular 
case, the manufacturer declined 
to provide the information to 
the United Nations and instead 
advised UN officials to make its 
request through proper interna-
tional law enforcement channels. 
This would ensure that ATF, the 
appropriate law enforcement en-
tity responsible for handling such 
requests, would be aware of the 
world body’s actions.

“Some foreign states and well-
funded non-governmental orga-
nizations, like the International 
Action Network on Small Arms 
(IANSA), are using arms trade-
control talks at the United Na-
tions to restrict or ban the private 
ownership of firearms,” continued 
Keane.

Though this trace request ap-
pears to have been an isolated 
incident, members of the firearms 
industry are troubled by the prec-
edent.

“We remain increasingly con-
cerned that ongoing efforts to 
restrict or ban the civilian and 
private ownership of firearms 
taking place at the United Nations 
will severely restrict and frustrate 
the lawful international commerce 
in sporting firearms and ammu-
nition products and undermine 
the United States’ national sover-
eignty and America’s cherished 
firearms freedoms protected by 
the Second Amendment and our 
hunting and shooting sports heri-
tage,” concluded Keane.
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State News

AlABAMA
Prescribed Burns 

Planned for Wind Creek 
State Park

State parks personnel will be 
conducting several prescribed 
burns along State Highway 128 
within Wind Creek State Park 
from mid-February to mid-
March as part of a Piedmont 
longleaf ecosystem restoration 
project. This project will be fol-
lowing approved burn plans 
and permits from the Alabama 
Forestry Commission and the Al-
exander City Fire Department.

Prescribed fire is a safe way 
to apply a natural process that 
benefits various habits, reduces 
wildfire risk and ensures ecosys-
tem health. Wildlife habitat and 
animals such as deer, turkeys, 
and quail flourish in areas that 
are maintained with prescribed 
fire. Some rare animals such as 
the red-cockaded woodpecker 
and the gopher tortoise require 
fire-adapted habitats to survive.

Recently Gov. Bob Riley des-
ignated February 2010 as Pre-
scribed Fire Awareness Month. 
The official proclamation en-
courages all Alabamians to learn 
about the importance of pre-
scribed burning to the steward-
ship of our natural resources and 
its role in the protection of our 
citizens from wildfires.

The Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural Re-
sources promotes wise stew-
ardship, management and en-

joyment of Alabama’s natural 
resources through five divisions: 
Marine Police, Marine Resources, 
State Lands, State Parks, and 
Wildlife and Freshwater Fisher-
ies. To learn more about ADCNR, 
visit www.outdooralabama.com 
.

IOWA
 IOWA MARSHlANDS 

PROVIDE SAFE 
HAVEN FOR WINTER  

PHEASANTS  
By Lowell Washburn  Iowa De-

partment of Natural Resources    
THORNTON, IowaIn Northern 

Iowa’s 35county, prairie pothole 
region, the value of  natural 
wetlands is well understood.  
Marshlands have the ability to 
reduce erosion, buffer  flooding, 
trap sediments, remove toxic 
pollutants, and recharge under-
ground aquifers.  

But wetlands are perhaps best 
known for their ability to sup-
port life.  In summer,  marshes 
provide fertile breeding grounds 
for a wide variety of wildlife spe-
cies including  mallard ducks, 
fourspot dragonflies, trumpeter 
swans, and muskrats.  Drop for 
drop, acre for  acre, native wet-
lands are the most productive 
of all Iowa ecotypes.  In terms 
of total species  diversity and in 
terms of total biomass, no land-
scape feature can surpass a cattail 
marsh in full  production.  

But there’s another side to Io-
wa’s wetlands story.  For wildlife 

species that do not  migrate south 
each fall, marshlands provide 
critical habitat for winter sur-
vival.  Rarely has  that fact been 
more evident than this year. 

With grasslands, fence lines, 
and stubble fields drifted over 
and iced shut, resident  wildlife 
has been hard pressed to find 
a square meal or safe place to 
spend the night.  As  always 
happens during hard snowy 
winters, exposure and predators 
have gotten their share.   In many 
areas, winter losses are already 
running high and continue to 
climb.  

But in Northern Iowa’s prairie 
marsh country, cattail wetlands 
are currently providing  a much 
needed bright spot in this win-
ter’s otherwise dismal habitat 
picture.  Although snow  cover is 
deep across much of Iowa, large 
beds of standing cattails continue 
to offer pheasants,  rabbits, deer 
and other resident wildlife a 
safe haven.  While pheasants re-
main unable to chisel  their way 
through the icy hard pack cover-
ing area grasslands, they are still 
able to sail in, plop  down, and 
then easily borough beneath the 
protective warmth of standing 
cattails.  Virtually  impenetrable, 
substantial stands of cattail stalks 
offer the warmest and safest 
cover a wintering  bird is likely 
to find these days.  

As relentless winter weather 
has continued to pummel mar-
ginal local habitats,  surviving 
wildlife has had little choice but 
to move or die.  For thousands of 
displaced ring necked pheasants, 
the short migration to local wet-
lands has meant the difference 
between  becoming crow food 
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today, or surviving to crow at the 
sunrise next spring.  

For conservation minded land-
owners, like Cerro Gordo Coun-
ty’s Paul and Phyllis  Willis, the 
year round benefit of restoring 
wetlands on local farmlands is 
obvious.  As refugee  wildlife 
has been forced to flee storm rav-
aged habitats, the Willises have 
seen more and more  pheasants 
gravitate to their property.  The 
marsh edge cattails located im-
mediately below their  hilltop 
farm home has become a major 
winter roosting area.      

 “The pheasants are just mar-
velous and we so enjoy watching 
them,” says Phyllis.  “Last  week, 
while Paul and I were enjoying 
morning coffee, we counted a to-
tal of 166 pheasants  come across 
our property.  It was really quite 
a sight.” 

 Wildlife enthusiasts have long 
known that buying state and 
federal duck stamps is a  good 
means of providing habitat for 
wild ducks and geese.  But what 
fewer may realize is that  preserv-
ing a local duck marsh is also one 
of the best ways to insure future 
breeding stock of  Iowa’s number 
one game bird  the magnificent 
ringnecked pheasant.    

PRAIRIE BOOMERS 
OFFER AMAZING 

GlIMPSE INTO IOWA’S 
PAST   

By Lowell Washburn  KEL-
LERTON – 

It’s still pitch black when the 
prairie chicken booming ground 
stirs to  life. Somewhere on the 
dark grasslands out front, the first 
male begins his dance. The bird  
bows and then, in a cadence too 
rapid to follow, begins stomping 

both feet in blurring  succession. 
The result is an audible tattoo 
that soon quickens to an intense 
drum roll. The force  of the action 
causes the chicken to spin like a 
child’s wind up toy.  

But the best is yet to come. 
With feet still pounding, the bird 
bows again and begins to  pump 
air into its leathery, orange neck 
sacs. Once the chickens neck is 
fully inflated, the  prairie song 
begins. Eerie, weird, mournful 
and haunting –  it is a natural 
sound like no other.   

The early riser is joined by 
additional males, all eager to 
make their own contribution 
to  the spring ritual. For Iowa 
prairie chickens, spring boom-
ing grounds (more properly 
called leks) are the very essence 
of survival. It is the place where 
males spar and dance for  domi-
nance and where females will 
eventually come to be courted 
before laying this year’s  clutch 
of eggs.     

As dawn approaches, the boom-
ers display with increasing vigor. 
The lek has now  become an 
amplified cauldron of sound as 
each bird does his best to out 
compete rivals. On a  clear morn-
ing, the cooperative booming can 
be heard for a mile or more in all 
directions. The  scene provides a 
rare glimpse into Iowa’s prairie 
legacy. And although it’s merely 
a thumbnail  sketch, the portray-
al inspires us to try and imagine 
the incredible wall of sound that 
once  greeted the April sunrise 
as tens of thousands of wild 
prairie chickens danced and 
boomed  across presettlement 
landscapes.  

MINNESOTA
DNR reminds riders 
of restrictions placed 

on ATV ditch riding in 
agricultural zone

The Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) re-
minds riders that Minnesota law 
prohibits the riding of Class 1 all-
terrain vehicles (ATVs) in ditches 
south of the agriculture line be-
tween April 1 and Aug. 1.

This does not apply to ATVs 
licensed and used for agricul-
tural purposes. Class 2 ATVs 
cannot be operated in ditches at 
any time. The agricultural line 
runs roughly from Moorhead to 
Taylors Falls along Highway 10 
and Highway 95.

“With warm weather on the 
way, many OHV riders are anx-
ious to hit the trails,” said Maj. 
Roger Tietz, DNR enforcement 
operations support manager. 
“Roadsides, especially in south-
ern and western Minnesota, pro-
vide nesting sites for birds and 
animals that nest on the ground 
or in low vegetation during the 
spring and summer. This law 
protects those nesting sites and 
habitat for animals like pheas-
ants, gray partridge, rabbits, 
waterfowl and songbirds.”

The DNR will also need to 
temporarily close some wet 
state forests roads and trails to 
highway-licensed vehicles and 
OHVs. Riders are advised to 
check on trail conditions and 
temporary closures before plan-
ning riding trips.

Trail condition information is 
available on the DNR Web site. 
Trail conditions are also avail-
able from the DNR Information 
Center by calling 651-296 6157 
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or toll-free 888 MINN DNR (646 
6367).

The DNR posts closure signs at 
entry points and at parking lots 
in state forests.

NEBRASkA
Commission Takes 

Advantage of Social 
Media Opportunities

Social media have transformed 
how the public receives informa-
tion, and the Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission has embraced 
that transformation.

Thanks to social media, more 
people are interacting with the 
Commission electronically than 
ever before, and the agency is 
disseminating information to the 
public in more ways.

Users may find all Commission 
social media at its Web site, Out-
doorNebraska.org. These include 
four blogs. The most recent to 
launch is “Afield and Afloat,” the 
NEBRASKAland Magazine blog 
that shares staff experiences in 
the great outdoors, reveals what 
goes into producing the maga-
zine, including the occasional 
photo tip, and ideas on where to 
go and what to do outside.

The other blogs are:
“Barbs and Backlashes”  Daryl 

Bauer, fisheries outreach pro-
gram manager, shares his vast 
knowledge with fishing enthu-
siasts.

“In the Wild with Greg Wag-
ner”  The Omaha metro office 
manager shares his knowledge 
of the outdoors and encourages 
people to get out into the wild.

“Lock, Stock and Bedlam”  Jeff 
Rawlinson and Aaron Hersh-
berger of the Outdoor Educa-
tion team give straight-forward, 

timely information on hunting, 
fishing, shooting skills, tech-
niques, and tips.

The Commission also is tak-
ing advantage of Facebook and 
Twitter. The agency launched its 
Facebook and Twitter offerings 
in May 2009. The agency had 700 
Facebook fans by October and 
2,700 by March. More than 3,000 
people were following the agen-
cy on Twitter as of March 1.

Web page users also will find 
that Commission has a YouTube 
channel, on which a variety of 
state park videos may be viewed. 
To keep up on the latest news, 
readers may subscribe to receive 
RSS feeds or e-mailed news re-
leases. 

NORTH DAkOTA
Spring light Goose 

Seasons Opens Feb. 20
North Dakota’s spring light 

goose season officially opens 
Feb. 20, but hunters shouldn’t ex-
pect to see geese migrate through 
anytime soon.

North Dakota’s annual spring 
season opens in February in case 
weather conditions allow for an 
early arrival. Availability of food 
and open water dictate when 
snow geese arrive in the state. 
Early migrants generally start 
showing up in the southeast part 
of the state in mid-to-late March, 
but huntable numbers usually 
aren’t around until the end of 
March or early April. Movements 
through the state largely depend 
on available roosting areas and 
the extent of the snow line.

Residents can hunt during 
the spring season by having 
last fall’s 2009-10 bird licenses. 
Otherwise, hunters will need to 
purchase either a 2010-11 combi-

nation license; or a small game, 
and general game and habitat 
license. Licenses are available 
from the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department’s Bismarck 
office, the department’s website 
at gf.nd.gov, or by calling (800) 
406-6409.

Hunters must obtain a new 
Harvest Information Program 
registration number before ven-
turing out into the field. Those 
purchasing a license are able to 
register with the HIP at that time. 
Otherwise, hunters should call 
(888) 634-4798. The HIP number 
is good for the fall season as well, 
so spring hunters should save it 
to record on their fall license.

Nonresidents need a 2010 
spring light goose season license. 
The cost is $50 and the license is 
good statewide. Nonresidents 
who hunt the spring season re-
main eligible to buy a fall season 
license. The spring season does 
not count against the 14-day fall 
hunting season regulation.

A federal duck stamp is not 
required of either residents or 
nonresidents.

The Game and Fish Depart-
ment will provide hunters with 
migration updates once geese 
have entered the state. Hunt-
ers can access the department’s 
website, or call (701) 328-3697, to 
receive generalized locations of 
bird sightings in North Dakota 
until the season ends or geese 
have left the state. Migration 
reports will be updated periodi-
cally during the week.

The spring season is only open 
to light geese – snows, blues, and 
Ross’s. Species identification is 
important because white-fronted 
and Canada geese travel with 
light geese. The season is closed 
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to whitefronts, Canada geese, 
swans and all other migratory 
birds.

The statewide season is open 
through May 9. Shooting hours 
are 30 minutes before sunrise to 
30 minutes after sunset. There is 
no daily bag limit or possession 
limit. Electronic and recorded 
calls, as well as shotguns capable 
of holding more than three shells, 
may be used to take light geese 
during this season.

There are no waterfowl rest 
areas designated for the spring 
season. Hunters should note that 
private land within the waterfowl 
rest areas closed last fall may be 
posted closed to hunting.

Nontoxic shot is required for 
hunting all light geese statewide. 
Driving off established roads and 
trails is strongly discouraged 
during this hunt because of the 
likelihood of soft, muddy condi-
tions, and winter wheat that is 
planted across the state.

To maintain good landowner 
relations, hunters are advised to 
seek permission before hunting 
on private lands or attempting 
any off-road travel during this 
season. Sprouted winter wheat is 
considered an unharvested crop. 
Therefore, hunting or off-road 
travel in winter wheat is not legal 
without landowner permission.

All regular hunting season 
regulations not addressed above 
apply to the spring season. For 
more information on regulations 
refer to the 2010 Spring Light 
Goose Hunting Regulations and 
the 2009 North Dakota Water-
fowl Hunting Guide.

Game and Fish 
Completes Midwinter 

Waterfowl Survey
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department’s annual mid-
winter waterfowl survey re-
vealed 25,400 Canada geese 
wintering on the Missouri River 
in early January.

Waterfowl biologist Mike Szy-
manski said harsh winter condi-
tions beginning in mid-Decem-
ber pushed most waterfowl out 
of the state. “A mild fall allowed 
a significant number of smaller-
sized Canada geese and snow 
geese to move through the state 
before Thanksgiving, but there 
was not a pronounced move-
ment of large-sized Canada geese 
through the area,” he said.

Last year’s severe winter broke 
the pattern of more geese staging 
on the Missouri River in North 
Dakota, when only 9,700 geese 
were counted during the mid-
winter survey. Prior to that, sev-
eral years of unseasonably mild 
winter weather allowed numbers 
of Canada geese using the river 
through winter to increase.

“Since 2005 a new record was 
established every year, reaching 
175,000 geese in 2008,” Szyman-
ski said. “But geese could not 
tolerate the severe weather last 
winter, thus the dramatic drop 
in numbers.”

From 1998 to 2004, the number 
of Canada geese on the river dur-
ing the midwinter survey was 
between 2,000 and 89,000. Prior 
to 1998, the count was rarely 
more than 10,000.

Szymanski said it takes years 
for geese to establish a migra-
tory pattern, and that’s why it 
may take several more years of 

favorable staging conditions be-
fore the record high numbers of 
the mid-to-late 2000s are reached 
again. “It’s really important for 
those birds to maintain a posi-
tive energy balance,” he added. 
“Otherwise, we may not regain 
the numbers of geese we had 
several years ago.”

Sharp-tailed Grouse 
Observation Blinds to 

Open
Several national wildlife ref-

uges and a state wildlife manage-
ment area will offer sharp-tailed 
grouse observation blinds for 
public use this spring. The blinds 
are popular with wildlife pho-
tographers and others interested 
in watching the spring courtship 
rituals of sharp-tailed grouse.

Grouse blinds typically receive 
widespread interest and are 
available by reservation only. 
Those locations offering blinds 
usually start taking reservations 
for late March or early April, 
weather permitting. Peak grouse 
dancing activity usually occurs 
from mid-April into early May.

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department has an observa-
tion blind at Lonetree Wildlife 
Management Area southwest of 
Harvey. Call (701) 324-2211 for 
reservations.

Contact the following national 
wildlife refuges for information 
and availability on blind reserva-
tions:

    * Lostwood National Wildlife 
Refuge, Kenmare, (701) 848-
2722.

    * Des Lacs National Wildlife 
Refuge, Kenmare, (701) 385-
4046.
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    * Long Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge, Moffit, (701) 387-4397.

    * Arrowwood National 
Wildlife Refuge, Pingree, (701) 
285-3341.

    * Upper Souris National 
Wildlife Refuge, Berthold, (701) 
468-5467.

    * J. Clark Salyer National 
Wildlife Refuge, Upham, (701) 
768-2548.

Hunting Guide and 
Outfitter Test Set for May 

8
The next guide and outfitter 

written examination is May 8 
at 1 p.m. at the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department of-
fice in Bismarck. The test is given 
periodically to anyone interested 
in becoming a hunting guide or 
outfitter in the state.

In addition to passing a written 
exam, qualifications for becom-
ing a guide include a background 
check for criminal and game and 
fish violations; certification in 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
and standard first aid; and em-
ployment by or contract with a 
licensed hunting outfitter.

Hunting outfitter eligibility 
requirements include the guide 
qualifications, as well as an in-
dividual must have held a hunt-
ing guide license for two years; 
and must have proof of liability 
insurance.

Interested individuals are re-
quired to preregister by calling 
the Game and Fish Department’s 
enforcement office at 328-6604.

SOUTH DAkOTA
Winter Habitat key to 

Pheasant Survival
PIERRE, S.D. – The winter 

of 2009-2010 is already one for 
the record books, leaving many 
South Dakotans wondering how 
their state bird, the pheasant, can 
survive the elements.

A Christmas storm brought 
widespread blizzard conditions. 
Since then, subsequent blasts of 
snow, wind, and freezing rain 
have belted the state. Harsh con-
ditions can lead to high mortality 
for pheasants and other wildlife, 
but providing critical winter 
habitat – such as woody cover 
and food plots – can boost winter 
survival.

“Fortunately, pheasants rarely 
starve to death even during 
the harshest winters because of 
available food plots and waste 
grain,” said South Dakota Game, 
Fish and Parks resource biologist 
Andy Gabbert of Sioux Falls. 
“Most winter mortality is due 
to predation, although exposure 
to severe weather can also cause 
mortalities.”

Large cattail sloughs provide 
excellent winter cover for pheas-
ants during most winters. In ex-
treme conditions, quality winter 
roosting habitat such as wide 
shelterbelts with low-growing 
shrubs and coniferous trees is 
critical, he said.

GFP annually maintains 11,000 
acres of food plots and 8,500 
acres of planted woody habitat 
on Game Production Areas. Ad-
ditionally, GFP and Pheasants 
Forever shared the cost of about 
25,000 acres of food plots on pri-
vate land in 2009.

“Pheasants will travel several 
miles to find quality winter cover 
that is adjacent to a food source, 
such as a food plot or harvested 
grain fields, during harsh condi-
tions,” Gabbert said.

GFP has received several re-
quests in recent weeks to supple-
ment feed for pheasants.

“In reality, feeding pheasants 
can attract birds into marginal 
habitat where they are more 
susceptible to harsh weather 
or predators,” said GFP upland 
game biologist Travis Runia of 
Huron. “Providing food plots 
and woody cover in close prox-
imity on an annual basis are 
really the best ways to sustain 
pheasant populations in winters 
like this.”

Concerned citizens may start 
preparing for the next harsh 
winter by contacting GFP for 
technical and financial assistance 
on woody habitat and food plot 
programs. Visit http://www.
sdgfp.info/Wildlife/private-
lands/Index.htm to learn more 
about the available cost-share 
for establishing wildlife habitat 
on private lands.

 

Statewide Pheasant 
Season Proposed; Youth 

and Resident Season 
Finalized

PIERRE, S.D. – The South Da-
kota Game Fish and Parks Com-
mission has proposed a statewide 
traditional pheasant season this 
year that is similar to 2009 and a 
slightly longer season for pheas-
ant hunters at Sand Lake Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge in Brown 
County. The Sand Lake proposal 
would adjust the season-ending 
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date from Dec. 31 last year to the 
first Sunday of January.

The traditional Pheasant Hunt-
ing Season would run from 
Oct. 16-Jan. 2, 2011. Sand Lake 
Refuge has closed at an earlier 
date in the past,, but under the 
proposed change would close at 
the same time as the main pheas-
ant season.

The Commission has finalized 
the 2010 Youth and the Resident-
Only Pheasant Hunting seasons. 
The Youth Season will be held 
October 2-6, and the Resident-
Only Season will be October 
9-11.

The Commission will take final 
action on the Pheasant Season 
proposal at their April meet-
ing, which will take place at 
the Crossroads Hotel in Huron, 
April 8-9.

Information on the proposed 
traditional Pheasant Season and 
Sand Lake Season is available on 
the GFP Web site at www.sdgfp.
info under the headings “About 
Game, Fish and Parks” and “GFP 
Commission.”

Residents who would like to 
provide written comments on the 
proposals may do so up until 5 
p.m. Wednesday, April 7.  Com-
ments may be mailed to Game, 
Fish and Parks Commission, 
523 E. Capitol Ave., Pierre, S.D., 
57501, or e-mailed to wildinfo@
state.sd.us . All comments must 
have the sender’s full name and 
address in order to be included 
in the public record.

Comments may also be pre-
sented in person at the GFP 
Commission meeting during the 
public hearing, which is sched-
uled for 2 p.m. CDT on Thursday, 
April 8.

Several Small Game Sea-
sons Finalized; Mourning 
Dove Season Proposed

PIERRE, S.D. – The South Da-
kota Game Fish and Parks Com-
mission has finalized several 
small-game hunting seasons.

Because there were no recom-
mended changes to the Grouse, 
Partridge, Quail, Cottontail Rab-
bit, Tree Squirrel, Crow, Sandhills 
Crane and Common Snipe Sea-
sons, they seasons were finalized 
and set.

The Commission has proposed 
adjusting the Oct. 31 ending date 
of the 2010 Mourning Dove Sea-
son to November 9. The annual 
season begins Sept. 1.

The Commission will take final 
action on that at its April 8-9 
meeting at the Crossroads Hotel 
in Huron.

Information on season propos-
als is available at the GFP Web 
site at www.sdgfp.info under 
the headings “About Game, Fish 
and Parks” and “GFP Commis-
sion.”

Residents who would like to 
provide written comments on 
the proposed Mourning Dove 
Season may do so up until 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 7. Those com-
ments may be mailed to Game, 
Fish and Parks Commission, 523 
E. Capitol Ave., Pierre, SD 57501 
or e-mailed to wildinfo@state.
sd.us. All comments must have 
the sender’s full name and ad-
dress in order to become part of 
the public record.

Comments may also be pre-
sented in person at the GFP 
Commission meeting during the 
public hearing, which is sched-
uled for 2 p.m. CDT on Thursday, 
April 8.

TExAS
Weekly migratory 

bird hunting reports 
are posted from early 

September through early 
February.

West Zone Goose: Snow on the 
High Plains has made it difficult 
to hunt geese. A foot of snow, 
with drifts as deep as three feet, 
have made for tough hunting 
conditions. Outfitters have not 
even considered hunting, but 
a warm-up forecasted for this 
weekend should aid in the melt-
down. Still lots of geese, includ-
ing Canadas and snows on Lake 
Etter. Peanuts and wheat have 
been producing around Lub-
bock. The regular goose season 
closes at sunset Feb. 7. The Light 
Goose Conservation Order be-
gins Feb.8. Prospects are fair.

East Zone Goose: The Light 
Goose Conservation Order began 
Jan. 25 to lackluster participation. 
Still huntable numbers of snows 
on the coastal prairies, but few 
hunters are interested in hunting 
during the liberal special season. 
The wet winter continues and 
many hunters have not had the 
will to labor through the mud. 
The mid-winter counts conduct-
ed by TPWD indicated 431,350 
snow geese along the coast this 
season, up from 362,979 during 
the 2008-2009 season. Prospects 
are fair at best.

WISCONSIN
Statistics show false 

sense of safety on 
licensed game farms

MADISON - The controlled 
setting of the licensed game farm 
offers better chances of a success-
ful outing but does not reduce 
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the need for hunters’ attention to 
safety for themselves, others and 
property, stresses a state hunter 
safety specialist.

“Just because it is private land 
and you are paying to hunt on 
these controlled acres, it does 
not mean it is safer,” said Tim 
Lawhern, hunter education ad-
ministrator for the Department 
of Natural Resources. “It is easy 
to lull into that false sense of 
security because it is someone’s 
property. That’s a potentially 
deadly mistake.”

Much of this activity takes place 
during the first months of every 
year when pheasant hunters 
head to licensed game farms – or 
shooting preserves – to extend 
their seasons, Lawhern said.

“It is a great idea as the hunt-
ers know there are birds on the 
ground. It means additional 
hunting time for them and solid 
training for their dogs,” he said.

While knowing there are birds 
on the ground is a good and 
exciting thing for hunters and 
their dogs, Lawhern said, the bad 
thing is it fuels tunnel vision.

“Often, hunters will take friends 
or a novice hunter along, which 
again, is a good thing to mentor 
others – but that can interfere 
with attention to safety consid-
ered not as important because 
it is a controlled environment; 
private property,” he said.

Lawhern reminds hunters to 
make the four basic rules of fire-
arms safety part of your outing 
no matter what land is involved. 
Those rules are:

    * Treat every firearm as if is 
it loaded.

    * Always point the muzzle 
in a safe direction. “Please don’t 

be shy about reminding both 
younger and older hunters about 
this as the new hunters don’t 
have enough experience and the 
more experienced hunters get a 
bit lax,” he said.

    * Be certain of your target 
and what is beyond it. “In the 
case of pheasant hunting, it is 
what is beyond it that tends to 
get hunters in bad situations,” he 
said. “Know where your hunting 
buddies are and do not shoot in 
their direction – period.”

    * Keep your finger outside 
the trigger guard until you are 
ready to shoot. “There is a rea-
son this part of your firearm is 
called a trigger guard,” he said. 
“Self- inflicted injuries happen 
too often when folks are walking 
around with their finger inside 
the trigger guard.

“Also, keep your firearm’s 
safety engaged in the on-safe 
position until you are ready to 
shoot,” Lawhern said. “There’s 
no reason to walk around with a 
firearm with the safety off. You 
cannot justify carrying a firearm 
for hunting with the safety in the 
off position -- period.”

Licensed game farms provide 
opportunities for more outdoor 
enjoyment for hunters, Lawhern 
said. “Practicing the four basic 
rules of firearm safety will help 
you have many more opportuni-
ties.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Tim Lawhern – (608) 
266-1317
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Gun Show Calendar Of Events

Alberta
April 2-3 Roundup 
Centre N 4060 Govt 
Way Calgary AB 

Sept 11-12 Community 
Center N 4060 Govt 
Way Calgary AB 

Alabama
May 15-16 Convention 
Center 2100 Richard 
Arrington Blvd Bir-
mingham AL 

May 22-23 Cahava 
Shriners Pulaski Pike 
And Winchester Rd 
Huntsville AL 

June 26-27 Civic Center 
510 5th St SW Cull-
man  

Aug 21-22 Cahaba Shri-
ners Pulaski Pike & 
Winchester Rd Hunts-
ville AL 

Sept 4-5 Civic Center 
510 5th St SW Cull-
man 

Oct 16-17 City Meeting 
Center 17th & Noble 
Anniston AL 

Oct 23-24 Lauderdale 
Coliseum 702 E Veter-
ans Dr Florence AL 

Dec 18-19 Cahaba Shri-
ners Pulaski Pike & 
Winchester Rd Hunts-
ville AL 

June 5-6 Seaside Park 
101 Freeway & Calif St 
Ventura CA 

June 5-6 Orange Co 
Fairgrounds I405 To 
Fairview 88 Fair Drive 
Costa Mesa CA 

July 17-18 Del Mar Fair-
grounds Cow Palace 
2600 Jimmy Durante 
Blvd I5 Via De LaValle 
Exit Del Mar

Aug 14-15 Glendale 
Civic Auditorium 1401 
North Verdugo Rd 
Glendale CA 

Aug 21-22 Orange Co 
Fairgrounds I405 To 
Fairview 88 Fair Drive 
Costa Mesa CA 

Sept 11-12 Seaside Park 
101 Freeway & Calif St 
Ventura CA 

Sept 18-19 The Cow 
Palace Highway 92 
North 101 Exit 101N Of 
Airport San Francisco 

Nov 13-14 Seaside Park 
101 Freeway & Calif St 
Ventura CA 

Nov 20-21 Glendale 
Civic Auditorium 1401 
North Verdugo Rd 
Glendale CA 

Colorado
Apr 24-25 Merchandise 
Mart I25 & 58th Ave 
Denver CO 

June 5-6 Merchandise 
Mart I25 & 58th Ave 
Denver CO 

Arkansas 
June 19-20 Kay Rod-
gers Park 4400 Midland 
Blvd Ft Smith AR 

June 26-27 State Fair-
grounds Hall Of In-
dustry 2600 Howard St 
Little Rock AR 

Oct 3-4 Fairgrounds 
3700 E 50th St Texar-
kana AR 

Arizona 
April 3-4 High Scool 
Bym 6th & Allen Tomb-
stone AZ 

Apr 17-18 Verde Valley 
Fairgrounds , Cotton-
wood AZ 

Apr 24-25 AZ State 
Fairgrounds Ice House 
Arena 1826 W McDow-
ell Ave I17 Exit Mc-
Dowell Phoenix AZ 

May 1-2 Tucson Con-
vention Center 260 S. 
Church St Tucson AZ 

June 26-27 Centennial 
Hall 1826 W McDowell 
Ave I17 Exit McDowell 
Mesa AZ 

July 10-11 AZ State 
Fairg Ice House Are-
na 1826 W McDowell 
Ave I17 Exit McDowell 
Phoenix AZ 

Aug 14-15 High Scool 
Bym 6th & Allen Tomb-
stone AZ 

Sept 11-12 AZ State 
Fairgrounds Ice House 
Arena 1826 W McDow-
ell Ave I17 Exit Mc-
Dowell Phoenix AZ 

Sept 18-19 Pima Co 
Fairgrounds 11300 S 
Houghton Rd I10 Exit 
275 Tucson AZ 

Sept 18-19 Tucson Con-
vention Center 260 S. 
Church St Tucson AZ 

Sep 25-26 Centennial 
Hall 1826 W McDowell 
Ave I17 Exit McDowell 
Mesa AZ 

Oct 2-3 Civic Center 
5750 W. Glenn Dr Glen-
dale AZ 

Oct 16-17 High Scool 
Bym 6th & Allen Tomb-
stone AZ 

Dec 18-19 Expo Center 
3750 E Irvington Rd 
Tucson AZ 

California 
May 1-2 The Cow Pal-
ace Highway 92 North 
101 Exit 101N Of Air-
port San Francisco CA 

May 15-16 Covention 
Center 2000 E Conven-
tion Way Ontario CA 

May 22-23 Del Mar 
Fairgrounds 2600 Jim-
my Durante Blvd I5 
Via De LaValle Exit 
Del Mar 


