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Be prepared is good ad 
vice especially if there  
is an emergency.  To be 

better prepared in a pet emergency, 
a pet first aid kit is beneficial.

“The biggest advantage for hav-
ing a pet first aid kit would be so 
that you can concentrate on what 
you can do for your pet construc-
tively rather than looking all over 
the place for something that might 
‘work’ but is less than ideal,” notes 
Dr. James Barr, clinical assistant 
professor, Texas A&M University, 
College of Veterinary Medicine.

“The preparation of a pet emer-
gency kit will allow you to mentally 
prepare for a problem,” says Barr. 
“A waterproof plastic bin is the 
perfect container as it will keep 
the items in it from being ruined 
so that they will be available in an 
emergency.”

Barr explains that ideally pet 
first aid kits should be kept at home 
and in your car.  Then you can help 
your pets in case they are injured at 
home or one that might have been 
injured in the street.  He notes that 
one of the most common injuries of 
pets is being hit by a car.

“There are commercial first aid 
kits available for pets,” Barr notes, 
“and some of the essentials would 
include:  cohesive bandage/ACE 
bandage, assortment of bandages, 
burn gel, instant cold pack, emer-
gency blanket, gauze pads, roll 
gauze, medical vinyl gloves, hy-
drogen peroxide, triple antibiotic 
packets, alcohol wipes, antiseptic 

wipes, slip-style leash, lubricating 
jelly, safety pins, bandage scissors, 
one-inch adhesive tape, tongue 
depressors, tweezers/forceps, and 
hand cleaning wipes.”

He suggests that a deluxe pet 
first aid kit would also include 
sterile eye/skin wash, sterile gauze 
pads, roll conforming gauze, 10 
ml and 30 ml oral syringes, cotton 
swabs/applicators, digital ther-
mometer, tick remover, and sting 
relief wipes.

“Be sure to include the phone 
numbers for your local veterinar-
ian and emergency hospital that is 
open after hours in your area,” Barr 
says.  “Additionally, the Animal 
Poison Control Center is available 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year at 
(888) 426-4435.”

“First aid is not a substitute 
for veterinary care,” Barr stresses.  
“First aid implies there is at least 
second aid and the second aid 
should be your veterinarian.”

Depending on the emergency 
situation, a restraint may need to be 
used when working with an injured 
pet.  “One must be very careful with 
injured pets because they are unable 
to communicate with us and us with 
them, they are often afraid.  That 
fear is translated into aggression 
and pets can injure even the best 
meaning bystander because they are 
in pain,” explains Barr.

He notes that you should not 
try to restrain the pet at all, if pos-
sible, but in times of respiratory 
distress (difficulty breathing) it be-

comes critical that the pet not be 
stressed.  Holding pets sometimes 
creates more stress.  This should be 
balanced with the recognition that 
the pet be prevented from harming 
themselves further.

“A pet with spinal injuries needs 
to be restrained much the same way 
that a person should be restrained 
after what is suspected to be spinal 
trauma,” Barr states.  He notes that 
instead of being on their back, it is 
helpful to have the pet on its side, 
taped to a rigid board so that its head 
and legs cannot move around.

In cases of poisoning, Barr ex-
plains that choosing to cause the 
pet to vomit the offending poison 
should not be standard procedure 
to treating poisoning of a cat.  There 
are circumstances when this is a bad 
decision.  You should always contact 
your local veterinarian or the pet 
poison hotline for instructions.

Barr says that if you, as a pet 
caregiver, are tempted to dispense 
human medicines to your cat or 
dog you need to know that any 
product containing acetomenophin 
should never be given to a cat. It is 
poisonous to them.  Most of the over 
counter pain relievers, especially 
ibuprofen and naproxen, should not 
be used in dogs as they are very ir-
ritating to the stomach.  Please, call 
your veterinarian with any medica-
tion questions.

Pet medical emergencies can 
be trying times, but with prior 
preparation, the situation can be 
less stressful.

Pet Talk is a service of the Col-
lege of Veterinary Medicine & 
Biomedical Sciences, Texas A&M 
University.  Stories can be viewed 
on the Web at http://tamunews.
tamu.edu/.

Pet First Aid

Pet First Aid Kit and 
Emergency Care Information
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Prescribed fire, or con 
trolled burning, plays  
many roles in the man-

agement and manipulation of 
forestland. Prescribed fire is the 
controlled application of fire to 
naturally occurring vegetation un-
der exacting weather conditions, 
in a definite place, for a specific 
purpose, to achieve particular re-
sults. It plays an important role in 
improving the health and diver-
sity of certain forestland types. 
In turn, habitat is made available 
for wildlife that would otherwise 
not exist. Controlled burning is a 
valuable and irreplaceable man-
agement tool foresters and wildlife 
managers have come to utilize to 
meet desired management objec-
tives.

Fire can be detrimental or ad-
vantageous. Several aspects of fire, 
such as heat, intensity, timing, and 
frequency, can be manipulated 
to meet a desired objective. To 
maintain a healthy ecosystem, the 
biological characteristics within a 
stand are changed through ma-
nipulation. Used correctly, fire is 
a good tool to accomplish land 
management objectives.

There are several reasons for 
using prescribed fire. Fuel is 
abundant in pine stands, and 
fire is a good tool to reduce the 

fuel load within a stand to pre-
vent uncontrollable outbreaks of 
wildfires. Site-prep fires reduce 
debris loads after a harvest event 
and enable easier planting, giving 
the seedlings a head start on their 
competition. Fire in a developing 
pine stand will reduce competing 
vegetation and improve wildlife 
habitat. Fire set within developing 
stands will also open up the sand, 
allowing sunlight to reach the for-
est floor and stimulate the growth 
of new forbs and browse. This will 
benefit numerous wildlife species 
by adding diversity to the food 
supply. Other fire-adapted plant 
and animal species will begin to 
thrive as well.

Prescribed fire impacts mul-
tiple environmental factors such 
as soil, air, water, wildlife, and 
fire-dependent plant 
species. It is a great tool 
to accomplish mul-
tiple benefits. These 
fires can also have an 
impact on the public. 
Public opinion is pow-
erful, and the general 
public may not under-
stand the difference 
between wildfire and 
prescribed fire or the 
different impacts the 
two have on the envi-
ronment. The manner 
in which prescribed 

fire is handled and manipulated 
should always be professional so 
as to positively impact the envi-
ronment and to aid the public in 
understanding its benefits.

There are several management 
techniques and tools that are used 
to manipulate a forest to meet 
specific objectives. When it comes 
to forest health and maintaining 
fire-dependent ecosystems, there 
is no better tool than prescribed 
fire. The use of prescribed fire is 
a great tool for silvicultural, eco-
logical, and wildlife management 
purposes.

Here in Alabama, foresters 
and wildlife managers encour-
age the use of prescribed fires as 
a management tool to promote 
a healthy forest and to improve 
wildlife habitats. The Alabama 
Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources strives to pro-
vide healthy and diverse forest 
types for wildlife to thrive and the 
public to enjoy. 

Prescribed Fire - It’s Role In 
Forest Health 

By Chad P. Masley, Wildlife Biologist
 

Conservation
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A hunting companion  
can be the most im 
portant single element 

of a successful hunting trip. This 
person can increase either the plea-
sure or misery of a hunt. Hunting 
is for fun and fun is impossible 
with a selfish or dangerous com-
panion. We must choose hunting 
companions with great care and 
evaluate ourselves by the same 
measures.

The best hunting companions 
have the same characteristics as a 
“best friend” would have. Look for 
someone who cares about hunting 
and wildlife as much as you do 
and wants to learn from you and 
help you learn at the same time. 
This person will be genuinely 
happy for you when you are suc-
cessful, and knows that you will 
do the same for them.

If your hunting companion 
is a casual friend who sometimes 
irritates you at home, you can bet 
this irritation will be enhanced 
out in the field when the going 
gets rough. A hunting companion 
should be a close friend whose nat-
ural virtues you know and whom 
you know to be durable under 
stress. There may be times when 
Mother Nature is at her worst. A 
predicted sprinkle becomes an all-
day rain, the temperature drops to 
single digit numbers, or the wind 
blows hard and from the wrong 
direction. A good companion 

expects such things and accepts 
this unchangeable situation with 
grace. They will endure adversity 
and laugh off a case of creeping 
irritation. Now in your hunting 
companion’s eyes, how do you 
stack up? Maybe you’re cold, hun-
gry or just plain tired. Don’t dwell 
on it; your companion probably 
feels the same way. If you honestly 
feel you shouldn’t or can’t go on, 
face it up front but do this in a 
cheerful way. Don’t whine! Whin-
ing will ruin everyone’s day and 
mark you as someone who has no 
business in the field hunting.

A hunting trip may be a harsh 
trial to endure together or a dream 
hunt to remember. No matter 
which, it is a mutual outing to be 
shared without selfishness includ-
ing sharing shooting opportunities, 
hunting techniques, food, equip-
ment, water and something of 
each other. Hunting opportunities 
must never be seriously competi-
tive and should not be dominated 
by one person. The only place for 
selfishness on a hunt is in taking 
more than your share of the work, 
discomfort or disappointment.

Choose a hunting companion 
according to the depth of their inter-
est. Some companions do most of 
their hunting over a cup of coffee 
while others are eager, go-for-broke 
types who will hang tough until 
dark. Try to determine the degree of 
your own interest and match it with 
your companion’s interest.

It is vital that a hunting com-
panion has good gun sense. You 
can hand a firearm to a person and 
evaluate their total experience in 
a few minutes. The experienced 
safe hunter will handle the firearm 
with assurance, ease and respect. 
They will know the firearm. One 
owes it to themselves and their 
family to side with such a person 
and you owe it to them to return 
in kind.

Over the years, I have had a 
few hunting companions who 
were less than ideal. There have 
been hunting companions who 
wanted only to party, some who 
were afraid of the dark, some that 
had no sense of direction, and 
some who would repeatedly tell 
me why my gun wasn’t the right 
one and even some that were 
afraid to be left alone in the woods. 
I remember the braggarts, the ones 
who have hunted everywhere, 
ones that only hunt trophies, 
wouldn’t think of shooting a doe, 
have the best of everything and 
sneer at you when things aren’t 
done the way they do them. I 
have even had companions who 
spill coffee in my truck and never 
clean mud off their boots before 
getting in.

Be selective in choosing your 
hunting companion. Time out 
hunting is precious. It’s most en-
joyable when your companions 
are hunters who are a pleasure to 
be around.

A real hunting companion is 
one who shares without asking 
something in return, who gives 
without thinking, and places your 
well being and pleasure above his 
or her own. Such a companion 
may be rich and wellborn or a salty 
old hunter in bib overalls.

Choosing A Hunting 
Companion

By Kenneth G. Johnson, Supervising Wildlife Biologist

Friends & Enemies
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In the early 1970s Ala 
bama had 100,000 quail  
hunters who harvested 

2.5 million quail a season. 
Quail hunting was popular 
because bobwhites were rela-
tively abundant across most 
of the state. They were not as 
abundant as in earlier decades. 
A slow erosion in numbers had 
been noticed since the 1940s. 
Standardized surveys were not 
begun until the mid 1960s. From 
that time until now, the breed-
ing population of bobwhites 
across the state has plummeted 
more than 80 percent. Quail 
harvests are currently only five 
percent of what they were in 
1970. Most quail hunters have 
given up because birds have 
become so scarce. Where have 
all the quail gone?                                                                 

In 1930, Alabama was large-
ly agricultural. There were 
250,000 farms in the state, and 
the average farm size was 60 
acres. The crude farming meth-
ods of the day resulted in small 
fields, periodically fallow land, 
and weedy-brushy fencerows. 
The repetitive, crude distur-
bance permitted an abundance 

of the natural plants so favored 
by quail to exist as part of the 
system. Burning of the woods 
was a common and frequent 
practice that maintained quail 
habitat. Wildlife surveys at that 
time estimated 17 million of 
Alabama’s 33 million acres was 
good quail habitat.

Currently, Alabama has 
fewer than 50,000 farms. The 
average farm is 190 acres, much 
of which is intensively cropped 
land with little space for quail. 
More importantly, much of the 
former crude farm land has 
been converted to other uses. 
Patch farms interspersed with 
open, frequently burned forests 
have been replaced with forests 

largely unsuitable for quail 
– currently 23 million acres. 
Improved pasture that relies on 
introduced forage grasses has 
eliminated 5 million acres of 
land as quail habitat and urban 
development – currently about 
2 million acres – permanently 
removes wildlife habitat.

Many contend that noth-
ing has changed on the land 
over all these years. But, the 
numbers tell a different story. 
The loss of quail is a symptom 
of changed land cover. More 
specifically and alarmingly, the 
gradual disappearance of quail 
is just one symbol of a land-use 
philosophy that increasingly 
eliminates natural diversity 
and native plants for artificial 
systems. The questions are how 
far will we go in replacing the 
wild things with the artificial, 
and what kind of world will 
that be? 

Where Have All the Quail 
Gone?

By Stanley D. Stewart, Wildlife Biologist

Quail Management
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Wildlife food plots,  
also known as  
“green fields,” 

are highly popular among 
white-tailed deer hunters and 
enthusiasts. Planting some type 
of food source for wildlife has 
increasingly become big busi-
ness since the 1970s. Establish-
ing and maintaining wildlife 
food plots is one management 
strategy used by landowners 
and sportsmen to provide wild-
life with one component of their 
needs. Annually in Alabama, 
hundreds of thousands, if not 
millions, of dollars are spent on 
seed and fertilizer to produce 
these wildlife food plots.

For landowners and man-
agers who desire to maximize 
the productivity of their green 
fields, soil testing and address-
ing pH should be an integral 
part of their food plot program. 
Soil testing is simply gathering 
samples of soil from the open-
ings and having it analyzed. 
The results from soil testing are 
a recommendation for amounts 
of nitrogen (N), phosphorus 
(P), and potassium (K) needed 
per acre. Also included will be 
how much lime is needed to 
raise the pH level of the soil. 
The pH value is a numerical 

figure indicating the soil acid-
ity or alkalinity (base). Soil pH 
is measured on a scale ranging 
from zero to 14, with seven be-
ing neutral. These figures are a 
representation of the number of 
hydrogen ions in the soil. Lev-
els below seven indicate acidic 
soils and those above seven 
are basic soils. The pH scale is 
logarithmic changing tenfold 
for each number change. For 
example, a soil with a pH of 4.5 
is 10 more times acidic than a 
soil with a pH of 5.5.

Maintaining soil pH at the 
appropriate level is critical as 
it can limit plant growth by 
restricting nutrient availability. 
Consequently, low soil pH can 
be a limiting factor in produc-
ing quality wildlife openings. 
In acidic soils, nutrients are 
bound to soil particles. There-
fore, limited amounts of the ap-
plied fertilizer will be available 
to the plant. When soil pH is ex-
tremely acidic (4.5 pH), a high 
percentage (70 percent plus) of 
nutrients from applied fertilizer 
is unavailable. At a pH of 6.5, 
which is considered medium 
acidic, almost 20 percent of 
nutrients are tied up in the soil. 
Additionally, activity of micro-
organisms is reduced, limiting 

nitrogen fixing in leguminous 
plants. These conditions can 
be corrected by applying lime 
to the soil, which will raise the 
pH level. In turn, nutrient avail-
ability for plants is improved 
and activity of microorganisms 
is increased enabling legumes 
to fix nitrogen.

Lime comes in many forms. 
Two common liming materials 
are calcic limestone, which is 
ground limestone, and Dolo-
mitic limestone, which is also 
ground limestone but high in 
magnesium. How quickly lime 
can affect soil depends on the 
particulate size of the lime, type 
of soil, lime to soil contact and 
moisture content of the soil. 
Lime should be applied several 
months in advance of planting 
to realize the full effect. Re-
member, liming is often more 
important than fertilizing.

Without exception, fertilizer 
and money is wasted when soil 
pH is too low. The maintenance 
of wildlife openings is expen-
sive and labor intensive. There-
fore, maximizing productivity 
is very important. A properly 
maintained wildlife opening is 
an asset to hunters and hunting 
clubs.

The Alabama Department 
of Conservation and Natu-
ral Resources promotes wise 
stewardship, management 
and enjoyment of Alabama’s 
natural resources through five 
divisions: Marine Police, Ma-
rine Resources, State Lands, 
State Parks, and Wildlife and 
Freshwater Fisheries.

Wildlife Food Plots and Soil 
pH: Is There a Connection? 

By Richard Tharp, Wildlife Biologist

Conservation
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Avian influenza (AI) is  
a common generic  
term to describe a dis-

ease of birds. The term “avian flu” 
encompasses many viruses that 
are classified as having low patho-
genicity (LP) or high pathogenicity 
(HP) based on the severity of the 
illness they cause in poultry.

In 2005-06, the Alabama De-
partment of Conservation and 
Natural Resources Wildlife and 
Freshwater Fisheries (WFF) Divi-
sion, a member of the Mississippi 
Flyway, joined the Atlantic, Cen-
tral and the Pacific flyways and the 
U.S. Departments of Agriculture 
and Interior to develop a nation-
wide early detection plan. This 
plan includes sampling and testing 
for the highly pathogenic H5N1 
avian influenza virus and other 
HPAI viruses to determine if any 
are in North American migratory 
birds. Waterfowl biologists, wild-
life disease biologists, veterinar-
ians and epidemiologists from the 
U.S. Departments of Agriculture, 
Interior and Health and Human 
Services, the International Asso-
ciation of Fish and Wildlife Agen-
cies, and the National Association 
of Public Health Veterinarians 
developed the plan. It was created 
in response to the possibility that 
wild migratory birds from North 
America may nest in the same 
parts of the northern breeding 
grounds as their counterparts from 
Asia. The possibility of interaction 

Avian Influenza 
By Charles R. Sharp, Supervising Wildlife Biologist

 

gives rise to the concerns that the 
HP H5N1 virus could be picked up 
by migratory birds on the breed-
ing grounds and be carried back 
to the United States or Canada. 
Although not likely, biologists de-
veloped an early detection plan to 
increase the potential of discover-
ing the virus before it has the op-
portunity to spread. This program 
involves collaboration among the 
U.S. Geological Survey, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, state agencies 
(including Hawaii and U.S. Pacific 
Territories), and others.

Each of the national flyways 
developed an Avian Influenza 
Surveillance Plan including state 
quotas, budgets and reporting 
methods. These flyway plans were 
then used by each state in that 
flyway to develop their own step-
down plan. To ensure continuity, 
an oversight committee made up 
of representatives from the federal 
agency involved in the survey is 
responsible for evaluation and 
modification of the plan as it is 
needed. The result is a coordinated 
and comprehensive interagency 
program that will provide an early 
warning to the agriculture, public 
health, and wildlife communities 
if migratory birds are found in-
fected with HPAI.

Alabama has just completed 
its 2007-08 Avian Influenza collec-
tions. In cooperation with Wildlife 
Services of the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture and WFF, personnel 
collected samples from 750 ducks, 
geese and other waterfowl includ-
ing samples from hunter harvest-
ed birds, live birds trapped and 
released, and birds whose cause 
of death was uncertain. Species 
targeted for this year’s collection 
includes dabbling ducks such as 
mallards, teal, gadwall, Canada 
geese, and any species reported 
in a mortality event. These spe-
cies have been determined to be 
the most likely birds to not only 
carry the H5N1 virus, but also 
those most likely to be resistant 
to the virus.

After collection, the data is 
entered into a national database 
and the biological samples are 
sent to Thompson Bishop Sparks 
State Diagnostic Lab at Auburn 
University to analyze. All labs 
use the same techniques to test 
for the presence of the virus. If a 
sample tests positive for the virus, 
that sample is forwarded to the 
National Wildlife Health Center 
in Madison, Wisconsin, where it 
is again tested to confirm or dis-
prove a positive result. Results 
from the lab tests are then added 
to the national database and are in-
cluded with the samples collected 
by cooperators in all parts of the 
United States.

The HP H5N1 avian influenza 
virus has not been detected in 
North America. The surveillance 
for the HP H5N1 virus is an on-
going survey, which will provide 
early detection of the avian influ-
enza in future years.

For more information, contact 
Chuck Sharp, Wildlife Biologist, 
Alabama Department of Conser-
vation and Natural Resources at 
251-626-5474. 

Bird Health



We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

April/May 2010                                                 Now in our eighteenth year                                                                     www.Bdarn.com

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell

News From The AKC

Chairman’s Report 
February 2010 -- 

Celebrating the Work 
and Dedication of 

America’s Search and 
Rescue Dogs --

With the recent earthquakes 
in Haiti, much attention has been 
brought to the search and rescue 
dogs working to free trapped 
citizens from the rubble. With 
certain capabilities far surpassing 
those of a human, these dogs have 
saved innumerable lives - and 
after working long shifts without 
complaint, these animals also 
provide comfort to their handlers 
in distressing conditions, making 
us appreciate the extraordinary 
canine-human bond and the in-
numerable ways dogs contribute 
to our lives in the most incredible 
ways!

Locally, New York Task Force 
One, sponsored by the NYC Of-
fice of Emergency Management 
and staffed by NYPD and FDNY 
personnel, deployed to Haiti 
with four search and rescue K-9 
teams in early January to assist 
with earthquake recovery and 
relief efforts. After a more than 
a week-long deployment in Port 
Au Prince, the dogs and handlers 
returned with six rescues under 
their belts, including freeing 10 
and 8-year old siblings from the 
rubble.

In recognition of their efforts, 
the American Kennel Club and 
AKC Companion Animal Recov-

ery Canine Support and Relief 
Fund have donated $25,000 to the 
United States Police Canine As-
sociation Region 7, which includes 
New York City, to enhance ongo-
ing search and rescue education 
of law enforcement K-9s and their 
handlers wanting to further their 
training in detecting and locating 
lost, missing or injured persons.

The AKC and AKC CAR have 
a long history of supporting SAR 
teams. The AKC CAR Canine Sup-
port and Relief Fund was created 
in the wake of the September 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks in response 
to the exemplary work and dedica-
tion of the search and rescue dog 
first responders. Since its creation, 
the Fund has provided $3 mil-
lion to date in search and rescue 
grants as well as disaster relief in 
response to hurricanes, floods and 
wildfires.

The fund accepts both dona-
tions and applications for grant 
money at the following sites: 
http://www.akc.org/donations/ 
and http://www.akc.org/dogny/
grants.cfm.

The American Kennel Club 
has also recognized search and 
rescue dogs since 2000 by award-
ing an AKC Humane Fund Award 
for Canine Excellence (ACE) in a 
search and rescue category. Over 
the past nine years, search and 
rescue ACE winners have located 
lost Alzheimer’s patients, chil-
dren, and people with mental dis-
abilities; have worked at Ground 
Zero at the World Trade Center 
on 9/11; and served in Iraq, at the 
Texas A&M bonfire collapse, the 
Oklahoma City bombing site, the 

Columbia Space Shuttle recovery 
operation site, and in New Orleans 
during Hurricane Katrina relief 
efforts.

We’re especially proud of 
our purebred search and rescue 
ACE winners including Labrador 
Retrievers, German Shepherds, 
Golden Retrievers, Border Collies 
and other sporting, hunting and 
herding breeds. For a job requiring 
a well-socialized, healthy dog with 
predictable instincts and work eth-
ic, purebreds are the dog of choice. 
If you know of a deserving search 
and rescue team please nominate 
them for the 2010 ACE at: http://
www.akc.org/news/ace/.

We hope that you join us in 
saluting these brave dogs and 
the important contributions they 
make in supporting our country 
and world in the worst disasters, 
as these search and rescue teams 
truly represent the best of what 
dogs have to offer.

Sincerely,

Ron Menaker

Chairman

AKC Announces 
Board of Directors 

Election Results
-- Dr. Charles Garvin, Dr. Wil-
liam Newman & Patricia Scully 
Elected --

The Annual Meeting of the AKC 
Delegates took place on March 
9, 2010. Three new Directors 
have been elected: Dr. Charles 
Garvin, Delegate from the Mar-
ion Ohio Kennel Club; Dr. Wil-
liam R. Newman, Delegate from 
the Mastiff Club of America; 
Patricia Scully, Delegate from 
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the Obedience Training Club 
of Hawaii. Dr. Newman was 
an incumbent candidate. In 
addition, Ronald H. Menaker 
was re-elected as Chairman of 
the Board and Dr. Thomas M. 
Davies was re-elected as the 
Vice Chairman of the Board at 
a meeting of the AKC Board of 
Directors, convened after the 
Delegate Meeting.

  Ronald H. Menaker has been 
the Chairman of the AKC Board 
of Directors since 2002. Menaker 
represents the Greater Freeport 
Illinois Kennel Club and is 
Show Chairman for the AKC/
Eukanuba National Champion-
ship. An active participant in 
the sport of purebred dogs for 
nearly 40 years, he bred and 
exhibited Giant Schnauzers, 
and has also shown Bedlington 
Terriers and Norfolk Terriers. 
A licensed AKC judge since 
1994, Menaker is approved to 
judge Best in Show, all Working 
breeds, all Sporting breeds and 
several Terrier breeds. Menaker 
is also a member of the Board 
of Overseers for the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania Veterinary 
School.

      Menaker is a retired Manag-
ing Director and Head of Cor-
porate Services of J.P. Morgan & 
Co. Incorporated of New York, 
and a past President and Direc-
tor of J. P. Morgan Services, Inc. 
He is also the Vice Chairman 
and past Chairman of New York 
Downtown Hospital. Menaker 
resides in Franklin Lakes, New 
Jersey with his wife Kathy.

 Dr. Thomas M. Davies, AKC 
Delegate for the Springfield 

Kennel Club, was first elected 
to the Board in 2000 and has 
served on the Public Relations 
Committee, the Events and 
Clubs Committee, the Breed-
ers Committee and chaired the 
Group Realignment Commit-
tee.

      Dr. Davies has been involved 
in several breeds, but has had 
significant influence on the 
Bearded Collie. His involve-
ment with the breed began 
before its official recognition 
by the AKC when he served as 
president of the Bearded Collie 
Club of America. While at this 
post, Davies was responsible for 
getting the breed into the AKC 
Stud Book. He is an honorary 
lifetime member of the club 
and is the author of the Bearded 
Collie standard. In the mid-
80’s, Dr. Davies became deeply 
involved in Siberian Huskies 
and Belgian Sheepdogs. He and 
his wife have bred and finished 
many champions in all three 
breeds. Dr. Davies continues 
to be an active member of the 
fancy. He is an approved judge 
for the Herding Group, Akitas 
and Siberian Huskies. He has 
served as show chairman for the 
Springfield Kennel Club and for 
the Connecticut River Working 
Group Association, the coun-
try’s first Working Group club. 
He has also served in various 
capacities for many all-breed 
and specialty clubs.

      Professionally, Dr. Davies 
retired from the Bayer Corpora-
tion after more than thirty years 
in various areas of scientific 
research and product develop-
ment. He currently resides in 

Brimfield, Massachusetts with 
his wife Roberta.

 Dr. J. Charles Garvin, of Mari-
on, Ohio, is a returning member 
of the AKC Board of Directors. 
He has been closely associ-
ated with Dalmatians since the 
1960s. Since then, he has had 86 
champions in the breed, most 
of them owner-handled. Dr. 
Garvin has judged at the Dal-
matian Club of America (DCA) 
national specialty show five 
times, including the AKC Cen-
tennial Show in 1984, and has 
judged nationals in Canada and 
Australia. He is served multiple 
terms as DCA president and has 
sat on the club’s board of direc-
tors for 28 years. A life member 
of the Central Ohio Kennel Club 
and the Marion Ohio Kennel 
Club, he has been Marion’s 
AKC Delegate since 1990 and 
a club officer for 27 years. Dr. 
Garvin is an ophthalmic sur-
geon and president-chairman 
of a 72-physician medical-group 
practice. He and his wife of 33 
years, Lynn, have two sons and 
a daughter.

Dr. William R. Newman, of Bed-
ford, Pennsylvania, has been a 
member of the Mastiff Club of 
America for 45 years. He has 
served the club as president, 
vice president, secretary, AKC 
Delegate, show chairman, and 
newsletter founding editor. Dr. 
Newman has produced numer-
ous Mastiff champions and is 
the co-breeder of a three-time 
national-specialty winner. He 
has judged numerous Mastiff 
regional specialties and the na-
tional specialty show. Deeply 
committed to canine health, 
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Dr. Newman has served the 
AKC Canine Health Founda-
tion as a director and Millen-
nium Founder. Dr. Newman is a 
board-certified radiologist and 
former hospital chief of staff. 
Newman holds a B.A. from 
Hofstra University, in New 
York, and an M.D. from the 
State University of New York.

Patricia Scully, of Suffern, New 
York, is a returning member of 
the AKC Board of Directors. 
She has been active in purebred 
dogs since 1962. She has been 
the Delegate for the Obedience 
Training Club of Hawaii since 
1985, and was chairman of 
the AKC Delegates Obedience 
Clubs Committee at its incep-
tion. She has finished Pugs in 
obedience and conformation 
in several countries and has 
been an obedience judge for all 
classes for more than twenty-
five years. Scully was a member 
of the 1996 AKC Presidential 
Search Committee and is a 
former president, director, and 
show and obedience chairman 
of the Pug Dog Club of America, 
of which she is an honorary 
lifetime member.

AKC Canine Partners 
Program Springs Into 
Action With Mixed-
Breed Dogs Entering 
Competition Starting 

April 1
-- All Dogs Now Eligible for 

AKC Rally®, Obedience and Agil-
ity Titles --

The American Kennel Club® 
(AKC®) along with hundreds of 

its licensed clubs around the na-
tion are gearing up to welcome 
mixed-breed dogs to compete 
side-by-side with purebreds in 
Companion Events as part of the 
new AKC Canine Partnerssm 
program. Starting April 1, mixed-
breed dog owners who have al-
ready enrolled in the AKC Canine 
Partners program will not only 
receive listing benefits* but also 
have the ability to enter the excit-
ing world of dog sports and have 
“Lots More Dog Funsm” with 
their dog at AKC events.

More than 1,500 AKC clubs are 
planning AKC Rally®, Agility and 
Obedience trials open to mixed-
breeds in 2010, with more clubs 
signing on daily. During April 
alone, several hundred events in 
large metropolitan areas and small 
towns around the country will host 
events. AKC Clubs in the Greater 
New York Metropolitan area will 
play host to the first events for 
the Northeast region at a venue in 
Freehold, N.J. Clubs in Seattle, Las 
Vegas, St. Louis and Nashville are 
hosting some of the many events 
dog lovers will be able to attend on 
the first weekend in April.

“Whether raising a puppy or 
helping an adult dog learn new 
manners, the best way to ensure 
your dog becomes a well behaved 
member of the household is to 
build a relationship through train-
ing and engaging in fun activities 
that will strengthen your bond,” 
said AKC Spokesperson Gina 
DiNardo. “Whether dogs lovers 
are ready to enter one of the many 
events now open to mixed-breeds 
or are just interested in watching 
the action, these events offer a 
great opportunity for dog lovers to 
learn about dog training in a fun 
and supportive environment.”

To encourage mixed-breed 
dog lovers to join the fun or to take 

advantage of these early events, 
AKC Canine Partners is offering 
a “Spring Into Action!” enroll-
ment discount. Dog lovers can 
save $10 on AKC Canine Partners 
$35 enrollment fee if they list their 
dogs online by April 30. For those 
interested in entering AKC events, 
online enrollment gives dog own-
ers their listing number within 
minutes, allowing them to enter 
events on the same day.

The AKC Canine Partnerssm 
program, sponsored by MMI Ge-
nomics, Inc., connects mixed-breed 
dog owners and provides valuable 
information about training classes, 
clubs and AKC programs like AKC 
S.T.A.R. Puppy® and the AKC 
Canine Good Citizen® program. 
To find a training club in your 
area visit www.akc.org/events/
trainingclub

*Additional program benefits 
include lifetime enrollment in 
AKC Companion Animal Recov-
ery Lost & Found Recovery Ser-
vice, a complimentary 60-Day trial 
of the AKC Pet Healthcare Plan**, 
a one-year subscription to AKC 
Family Dog magazine, a frameable 
Official Decree of Dog Fun and an 
AKC Canine Partners Decal.

For more information about 
AKC Canine Partners visit www.
akccaninepartners.org. To find an 
event in your area, visit the AKC 
Event Search page. Be sure to 
check the option “mixed-breed”, 
to search for events open to AKC 
Canine Partner enrollees.
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Facts and Stats Test 
Your AKC IQ!

Did You Know That...
    * AKC is the largest and sec-

ond oldest purebred dog registry 
in the world. Founded on Septem-
ber 17, 1884, the AKC was formed 
as a “club of clubs” to promote the 
sport of purebred dogs and breed-
ing for type and function. Today, 
the AKC comprises 613 member 
clubs and over 4,000 licensed and 
affiliated clubs.

    * The AKC registers 164 dog 
breeds.

    * The AKC sanctions more 
than 22,000 events each year - 
drawing nearly three million en-
tries annually.

    * The AKC is the only pure-
bred dog registry in the U.S. that 
conducts kennel inspections to en-
sure the health, safety and welfare 
of dogs. Today, more than 5,000 
kennel inspections are conducted 
each year.

    * The AKC instituted DNA 
testing in July 2000 for the pur-
poses of parentage verification 
and genetic identity. To date, there 
are more than 475,000 purebred 
dog genotypes on file in the AKC 
DNA database.

    * Approaching its tenth year, 
the prestigious AKC/Eukanuba 
National Championship remains 
the first and only national dog 
show of its kind, representing the 
pinnacle of canine achievement. 
The top 25 dogs in each breed, 
as well as any dog receiving an 
all-breed Best in Show at an AKC 
show and the winner of a parent 
club national specialty show held 
during the qualifying period, re-
ceive invitations to the show. Dogs 

receiving championships from the 
bred-by class are also eligible.

    * The top-ranked dog in each 
AKC registrable breed from coun-
tries, with which it has reciprocal 
registration agreements - includ-
ing the kennel clubs of Argentina, 
England, Japan, Norway, Philip-
pines, Portugal and Slovenia - are 
invited to compete at the AKC/
Eukanuba National Champion-
ship. There about 200 foreign 
registries around the world that 
issue pedigrees acceptable for 
AKC registration.

    * The AKC Canine Health 
Foundation (CHF) was established 
in 1994 with a $1 million grant from 
AKC. Today, CHF has granted $22 
million for a wide range of canine 
health research initiatives.

    * The AKC Companion 
Animal Recovery program (AKC/
CAR) was initiated in 1995 to 
provide lifetime recovery services 
for microchipped and tattooed 
animals. To date, more than 4 mil-
lion animals have been enrolled in 
AKC/CAR and more than 360,000 
animals have been recovered and 
returned to their rightful owners.

    * AKC Canine Partners is 
the American Kennel Club’s new-
est program, launched in October 
2009, for mixed-breed dog own-
ers. Dogs enrolled in AKC Ca-
nine Partners compete along side 
purebreds in the same classes and 
earn the same titles in three AKC 
Companion Events: AKC Rally®, 
Agility and Obedience

    * In 1971, the American 
Kennel Club held the first Junior 
Showmanship classes at AKC 
events. The purpose of Junior 
Showmanship is to encourage 
participation in the sport by young 
purebred dog enthusiasts, to 
teach good sportsmanship and 

to educate the next generation of 
the fancy.

    * The AKC Gazette has been 
continually published since 1889. 
In 2003, the AKC launched, AKC 
Family Dog, a new consumer life-
style magazine with a focus on the 
purebred pet dog.

    * There are more than 3,000 
Public Education Coordinators 
and more than 1,200 Canine Am-
bassadors in the AKC’s Public 
Education Network, who serve to 
help educate the general public 
about responsible dog owner-
ship.

    * Housed in the NYC of-
fice, the AKC Library office holds 
18,000 volumes of books, maga-
zines and videos, in addition to a 
major fine-arts collection.

    * The AKC Museum of the 
Dog in St. Louis, MO, houses one 
of the finest collections of artwork 
in the country focusing on man’s 
centuries-old relationship with 
the dog.

    * Each year, more than 40,000 
dogs are evaluated with the AKC/
Canine Good Citizen (CGC) test, 
which rewards dogs who have 
good manners at home and in the 
community.

    * Launched in 1994, the AKC 
website receives an average of 2 
million unique users per month 
and has 14,000 pages of canine-
related information.


