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the need for hunters’ attention to 
safety for themselves, others and 
property, stresses a state hunter 
safety specialist.

“Just because it is private land 
and you are paying to hunt on 
these controlled acres, it does 
not mean it is safer,” said Tim 
Lawhern, hunter education ad-
ministrator for the Department 
of Natural Resources. “It is easy 
to lull into that false sense of 
security because it is someone’s 
property. That’s a potentially 
deadly mistake.”

Much of this activity takes place 
during the first months of every 
year when pheasant hunters 
head to licensed game farms – or 
shooting preserves – to extend 
their seasons, Lawhern said.

“It is a great idea as the hunt-
ers know there are birds on the 
ground. It means additional 
hunting time for them and solid 
training for their dogs,” he said.

While knowing there are birds 
on the ground is a good and 
exciting thing for hunters and 
their dogs, Lawhern said, the bad 
thing is it fuels tunnel vision.

“Often, hunters will take friends 
or a novice hunter along, which 
again, is a good thing to mentor 
others – but that can interfere 
with attention to safety consid-
ered not as important because 
it is a controlled environment; 
private property,” he said.

Lawhern reminds hunters to 
make the four basic rules of fire-
arms safety part of your outing 
no matter what land is involved. 
Those rules are:

    * Treat every firearm as if is 
it loaded.

    * Always point the muzzle 
in a safe direction. “Please don’t 

be shy about reminding both 
younger and older hunters about 
this as the new hunters don’t 
have enough experience and the 
more experienced hunters get a 
bit lax,” he said.

    * Be certain of your target 
and what is beyond it. “In the 
case of pheasant hunting, it is 
what is beyond it that tends to 
get hunters in bad situations,” he 
said. “Know where your hunting 
buddies are and do not shoot in 
their direction – period.”

    * Keep your finger outside 
the trigger guard until you are 
ready to shoot. “There is a rea-
son this part of your firearm is 
called a trigger guard,” he said. 
“Self- inflicted injuries happen 
too often when folks are walking 
around with their finger inside 
the trigger guard.

“Also, keep your firearm’s 
safety engaged in the on-safe 
position until you are ready to 
shoot,” Lawhern said. “There’s 
no reason to walk around with a 
firearm with the safety off. You 
cannot justify carrying a firearm 
for hunting with the safety in the 
off position -- period.”

Licensed game farms provide 
opportunities for more outdoor 
enjoyment for hunters, Lawhern 
said. “Practicing the four basic 
rules of firearm safety will help 
you have many more opportuni-
ties.”
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