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    * Long Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge, Moffit, (701) 387-4397.

    * Arrowwood National 
Wildlife Refuge, Pingree, (701) 
285-3341.

    * Upper Souris National 
Wildlife Refuge, Berthold, (701) 
468-5467.

    * J. Clark Salyer National 
Wildlife Refuge, Upham, (701) 
768-2548.

Hunting Guide and 
Outfitter Test Set for May 

8
The next guide and outfitter 

written examination is May 8 
at 1 p.m. at the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department of-
fice in Bismarck. The test is given 
periodically to anyone interested 
in becoming a hunting guide or 
outfitter in the state.

In addition to passing a written 
exam, qualifications for becom-
ing a guide include a background 
check for criminal and game and 
fish violations; certification in 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
and standard first aid; and em-
ployment by or contract with a 
licensed hunting outfitter.

Hunting outfitter eligibility 
requirements include the guide 
qualifications, as well as an in-
dividual must have held a hunt-
ing guide license for two years; 
and must have proof of liability 
insurance.

Interested individuals are re-
quired to preregister by calling 
the Game and Fish Department’s 
enforcement office at 328-6604.

SOuTh DakOTa
Winter habitat key to 

Pheasant Survival
PIERRE, S.D. – The winter 

of 2009-2010 is already one for 
the record books, leaving many 
South Dakotans wondering how 
their state bird, the pheasant, can 
survive the elements.

A Christmas storm brought 
widespread blizzard conditions. 
Since then, subsequent blasts of 
snow, wind, and freezing rain 
have belted the state. Harsh con-
ditions can lead to high mortality 
for pheasants and other wildlife, 
but providing critical winter 
habitat – such as woody cover 
and food plots – can boost winter 
survival.

“Fortunately, pheasants rarely 
starve to death even during 
the harshest winters because of 
available food plots and waste 
grain,” said South Dakota Game, 
Fish and Parks resource biologist 
Andy Gabbert of Sioux Falls. 
“Most winter mortality is due 
to predation, although exposure 
to severe weather can also cause 
mortalities.”

Large cattail sloughs provide 
excellent winter cover for pheas-
ants during most winters. In ex-
treme conditions, quality winter 
roosting habitat such as wide 
shelterbelts with low-growing 
shrubs and coniferous trees is 
critical, he said.

GFP annually maintains 11,000 
acres of food plots and 8,500 
acres of planted woody habitat 
on Game Production Areas. Ad-
ditionally, GFP and Pheasants 
Forever shared the cost of about 
25,000 acres of food plots on pri-
vate land in 2009.

“Pheasants will travel several 
miles to find quality winter cover 
that is adjacent to a food source, 
such as a food plot or harvested 
grain fields, during harsh condi-
tions,” Gabbert said.

GFP has received several re-
quests in recent weeks to supple-
ment feed for pheasants.

“In reality, feeding pheasants 
can attract birds into marginal 
habitat where they are more 
susceptible to harsh weather 
or predators,” said GFP upland 
game biologist Travis Runia of 
Huron. “Providing food plots 
and woody cover in close prox-
imity on an annual basis are 
really the best ways to sustain 
pheasant populations in winters 
like this.”

Concerned citizens may start 
preparing for the next harsh 
winter by contacting GFP for 
technical and financial assistance 
on woody habitat and food plot 
programs. Visit http://www.
sdgfp.info/Wildlife/private-
lands/Index.htm to learn more 
about the available cost-share 
for establishing wildlife habitat 
on private lands.

 

Statewide Pheasant 
Season Proposed; Youth 

and Resident Season 
Finalized

PIERRE, S.D. – The South Da-
kota Game Fish and Parks Com-
mission has proposed a statewide 
traditional pheasant season this 
year that is similar to 2009 and a 
slightly longer season for pheas-
ant hunters at Sand Lake Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge in Brown 
County. The Sand Lake proposal 
would adjust the season-ending 


