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or toll-free 888 MINN DNR (646 
6367).

The DNR posts closure signs at 
entry points and at parking lots 
in state forests.

Nebraska
Commission Takes 

advantage of social 
Media Opportunities

Social media have transformed 
how the public receives informa-
tion, and the Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission has embraced 
that transformation.

Thanks to social media, more 
people are interacting with the 
Commission electronically than 
ever before, and the agency is 
disseminating information to the 
public in more ways.

Users may find all Commission 
social media at its Web site, Out-
doorNebraska.org. These include 
four blogs. The most recent to 
launch is “Afield and Afloat,” the 
NEBRASKAland Magazine blog 
that shares staff experiences in 
the great outdoors, reveals what 
goes into producing the maga-
zine, including the occasional 
photo tip, and ideas on where to 
go and what to do outside.

The other blogs are:
“Barbs and Backlashes”  Daryl 

Bauer, fisheries outreach pro-
gram manager, shares his vast 
knowledge with fishing enthu-
siasts.

“In the Wild with Greg Wag-
ner”  The Omaha metro office 
manager shares his knowledge 
of the outdoors and encourages 
people to get out into the wild.

“Lock, Stock and Bedlam”  Jeff 
Rawlinson and Aaron Hersh-
berger of the Outdoor Educa-
tion team give straight-forward, 

timely information on hunting, 
fishing, shooting skills, tech-
niques, and tips.

The Commission also is tak-
ing advantage of Facebook and 
Twitter. The agency launched its 
Facebook and Twitter offerings 
in May 2009. The agency had 700 
Facebook fans by October and 
2,700 by March. More than 3,000 
people were following the agen-
cy on Twitter as of March 1.

Web page users also will find 
that Commission has a YouTube 
channel, on which a variety of 
state park videos may be viewed. 
To keep up on the latest news, 
readers may subscribe to receive 
RSS feeds or e-mailed news re-
leases. 

NOrTh DakOTa
spring Light Goose 

seasons Opens Feb. 20
North Dakota’s spring light 

goose season officially opens 
Feb. 20, but hunters shouldn’t ex-
pect to see geese migrate through 
anytime soon.

North Dakota’s annual spring 
season opens in February in case 
weather conditions allow for an 
early arrival. Availability of food 
and open water dictate when 
snow geese arrive in the state. 
Early migrants generally start 
showing up in the southeast part 
of the state in mid-to-late March, 
but huntable numbers usually 
aren’t around until the end of 
March or early April. Movements 
through the state largely depend 
on available roosting areas and 
the extent of the snow line.

Residents can hunt during 
the spring season by having 
last fall’s 2009-10 bird licenses. 
Otherwise, hunters will need to 
purchase either a 2010-11 combi-

nation license; or a small game, 
and general game and habitat 
license. Licenses are available 
from the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department’s Bismarck 
office, the department’s website 
at gf.nd.gov, or by calling (800) 
406-6409.

Hunters must obtain a new 
Harvest Information Program 
registration number before ven-
turing out into the field. Those 
purchasing a license are able to 
register with the HIP at that time. 
Otherwise, hunters should call 
(888) 634-4798. The HIP number 
is good for the fall season as well, 
so spring hunters should save it 
to record on their fall license.

Nonresidents need a 2010 
spring light goose season license. 
The cost is $50 and the license is 
good statewide. Nonresidents 
who hunt the spring season re-
main eligible to buy a fall season 
license. The spring season does 
not count against the 14-day fall 
hunting season regulation.

A federal duck stamp is not 
required of either residents or 
nonresidents.

The Game and Fish Depart-
ment will provide hunters with 
migration updates once geese 
have entered the state. Hunt-
ers can access the department’s 
website, or call (701) 328-3697, to 
receive generalized locations of 
bird sightings in North Dakota 
until the season ends or geese 
have left the state. Migration 
reports will be updated periodi-
cally during the week.

The spring season is only open 
to light geese – snows, blues, and 
Ross’s. Species identification is 
important because white-fronted 
and Canada geese travel with 
light geese. The season is closed 


