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State News

AlAbAmA
Prescribed burns 

Planned for Wind Creek 
State Park

State parks personnel will be 
conducting several prescribed 
burns along State Highway 128 
within Wind Creek State Park 
from mid-February to mid-
March as part of a Piedmont 
longleaf ecosystem restoration 
project. This project will be fol-
lowing approved burn plans 
and permits from the Alabama 
Forestry Commission and the Al-
exander City Fire Department.

Prescribed fire is a safe way 
to apply a natural process that 
benefits various habits, reduces 
wildfire risk and ensures ecosys-
tem health. Wildlife habitat and 
animals such as deer, turkeys, 
and quail flourish in areas that 
are maintained with prescribed 
fire. Some rare animals such as 
the red-cockaded woodpecker 
and the gopher tortoise require 
fire-adapted habitats to survive.

Recently Gov. Bob Riley des-
ignated February 2010 as Pre-
scribed Fire Awareness Month. 
The official proclamation en-
courages all Alabamians to learn 
about the importance of pre-
scribed burning to the steward-
ship of our natural resources and 
its role in the protection of our 
citizens from wildfires.

The Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural Re-
sources promotes wise stew-
ardship, management and en-

joyment of Alabama’s natural 
resources through five divisions: 
Marine Police, Marine Resources, 
State Lands, State Parks, and 
Wildlife and Freshwater Fisher-
ies. To learn more about ADCNR, 
visit www.outdooralabama.com 
.

IoWA
 IoWA mARSHlANDS 

PRoVIDE SAFE 
HAVEN FoR WINTER  

PHEASANTS  
By Lowell Washburn  Iowa De-

partment of Natural Resources    
THORNTON, IowaIn Northern 

Iowa’s 35county, prairie pothole 
region, the value of  natural 
wetlands is well understood.  
Marshlands have the ability to 
reduce erosion, buffer  flooding, 
trap sediments, remove toxic 
pollutants, and recharge under-
ground aquifers.  

But wetlands are perhaps best 
known for their ability to sup-
port life.  In summer,  marshes 
provide fertile breeding grounds 
for a wide variety of wildlife spe-
cies including  mallard ducks, 
fourspot dragonflies, trumpeter 
swans, and muskrats.  Drop for 
drop, acre for  acre, native wet-
lands are the most productive 
of all Iowa ecotypes.  In terms 
of total species  diversity and in 
terms of total biomass, no land-
scape feature can surpass a cattail 
marsh in full  production.  

But there’s another side to Io-
wa’s wetlands story.  For wildlife 

species that do not  migrate south 
each fall, marshlands provide 
critical habitat for winter sur-
vival.  Rarely has  that fact been 
more evident than this year. 

With grasslands, fence lines, 
and stubble fields drifted over 
and iced shut, resident  wildlife 
has been hard pressed to find 
a square meal or safe place to 
spend the night.  As  always 
happens during hard snowy 
winters, exposure and predators 
have gotten their share.   In many 
areas, winter losses are already 
running high and continue to 
climb.  

But in Northern Iowa’s prairie 
marsh country, cattail wetlands 
are currently providing  a much 
needed bright spot in this win-
ter’s otherwise dismal habitat 
picture.  Although snow  cover is 
deep across much of Iowa, large 
beds of standing cattails continue 
to offer pheasants,  rabbits, deer 
and other resident wildlife a 
safe haven.  While pheasants re-
main unable to chisel  their way 
through the icy hard pack cover-
ing area grasslands, they are still 
able to sail in, plop  down, and 
then easily borough beneath the 
protective warmth of standing 
cattails.  Virtually  impenetrable, 
substantial stands of cattail stalks 
offer the warmest and safest 
cover a wintering  bird is likely 
to find these days.  

As relentless winter weather 
has continued to pummel mar-
ginal local habitats,  surviving 
wildlife has had little choice but 
to move or die.  For thousands of 
displaced ring necked pheasants, 
the short migration to local wet-
lands has meant the difference 
between  becoming crow food 


