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The sponsor of the bill, As-
semblyman Pedro Nava (D), an-
nounced the proposed legislation 
at a press conference, where he 
was flanked by representatives 
from the Humane Society of the 
United States (HSUS) – the coun-
try’s largest anti-hunting group. 
Just yesterday the assemblyman, 
who is running for California at-
torney general, was endorsed by 
the Sierra Club California.  The 
involvement of the HSUS and the 
timing of the endorsement demon-
strate that the real motive behind 
the ban is to diminish hunting in 
the state by making it much more 
expensive to buy ammunition, 
thereby forcing more hunters out 
of the field and keeping new hunt-
ers from going afield.

Wildlife management policy 
must be based on science, not on 
opinion or political or symbolic 
gesture. Assemblyman Nava’s 
claim that traditional shot shells 
need to be banned to protect 
wildlife populations is simply not 
supported by sound science.

“Wildlife population manage-
ment decisions and hunting regu-
lations are best left to the profes-
sionals at the California Fish and 
Game Department based on sound 
science,” said NSSF Senior Vice 
President and General Counsel 
Lawrence G. Keane. “The Legisla-
ture is not the appropriate forum 
for these decisions to be made.”

The introduction of the tra-
ditional ammunition ban comes 
on the heels of the Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks Commission 
(FWP) rejecting a similar proposal 
in its state on the grounds that a 
ban lacked “biological justifica-
tion.”

 “If Assemblyman Nava’s bill 
passes,” continued Keane, “it is 
the state and local economies that 

will need help. The proposed ban, 
while doing nothing to help wild-
life, would force hunters to use 
other more costly ammunition al-
ternatives. This would make hunt-
ing more expensive and ultimately 
lead to a decline in hunters, hunter 
support for wildlife conservation 
and hunter-generated income.”

Firearms Industry 
Concerned Over 
United Nations 

Request for Firearms 
Trace Data

NEWTOWN, Conn. -- The Na-
tional Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF) – the trade association for 
the firearms industry – has learned 
that the United Nations has filed 
its first firearms trace request. 
The move by the United Nations, 
which has long advocated for 
civilian disarmament, raised con-
cerns from the NSSF.

“Firearms trace data is a law 
enforcement tool to help aid in 
specific criminal investigations,” 
said NSSF Senior Vice President 
and General Counsel Lawrence 
G. Keane. “Our concerns with this 
trace request stem from UN-efforts 
to impose arms trade control trea-
ties that would lead to a ban on 
the civilian possession and owner-
ship of firearms, possibly even in 
the United States despite Second 
Amendment protections and the 
recent Supreme Court decision 
(Heller v. District of Columbia) 
reaffirming that Americans have 
an individual right to keep and 
bear arms.”

Tracing a firearm is the process 
by which law enforcement tracks 
the chain of custody of a firearm 
through the licensed distribu-
tion system to the original (first) 

retail purchaser. In this particular 
case, the manufacturer declined 
to provide the information to 
the United Nations and instead 
advised UN officials to make its 
request through proper interna-
tional law enforcement channels. 
This would ensure that ATF, the 
appropriate law enforcement en-
tity responsible for handling such 
requests, would be aware of the 
world body’s actions.

“Some foreign states and well-
funded non-governmental orga-
nizations, like the International 
Action Network on Small Arms 
(IANSA), are using arms trade-
control talks at the United Na-
tions to restrict or ban the private 
ownership of firearms,” continued 
Keane.

Though this trace request ap-
pears to have been an isolated 
incident, members of the firearms 
industry are troubled by the prec-
edent.

“We remain increasingly con-
cerned that ongoing efforts to 
restrict or ban the civilian and 
private ownership of firearms 
taking place at the United Nations 
will severely restrict and frustrate 
the lawful international commerce 
in sporting firearms and ammu-
nition products and undermine 
the United States’ national sover-
eignty and America’s cherished 
firearms freedoms protected by 
the Second Amendment and our 
hunting and shooting sports heri-
tage,” concluded Keane.


