
39
Ads starting from $160/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell

April/May 2010                                    We average over a million hits a month on the net.                                         www.Bdarn.com

Facts and Stats Test 
Your AKC IQ!

Did You Know That...
    * AKC is the largest and sec-

ond oldest purebred dog registry 
in the world. Founded on Septem-
ber 17, 1884, the AKC was formed 
as a “club of clubs” to promote the 
sport of purebred dogs and breed-
ing for type and function. Today, 
the AKC comprises 613 member 
clubs and over 4,000 licensed and 
affiliated clubs.

    * The AKC registers 164 dog 
breeds.

    * The AKC sanctions more 
than 22,000 events each year - 
drawing nearly three million en-
tries annually.

    * The AKC is the only pure-
bred dog registry in the U.S. that 
conducts kennel inspections to en-
sure the health, safety and welfare 
of dogs. Today, more than 5,000 
kennel inspections are conducted 
each year.

    * The AKC instituted DNA 
testing in July 2000 for the pur-
poses of parentage verification 
and genetic identity. To date, there 
are more than 475,000 purebred 
dog genotypes on file in the AKC 
DNA database.

    * Approaching its tenth year, 
the prestigious AKC/Eukanuba 
National Championship remains 
the first and only national dog 
show of its kind, representing the 
pinnacle of canine achievement. 
The top 25 dogs in each breed, 
as well as any dog receiving an 
all-breed Best in Show at an AKC 
show and the winner of a parent 
club national specialty show held 
during the qualifying period, re-
ceive invitations to the show. Dogs 

receiving championships from the 
bred-by class are also eligible.

    * The top-ranked dog in each 
AKC registrable breed from coun-
tries, with which it has reciprocal 
registration agreements - includ-
ing the kennel clubs of Argentina, 
England, Japan, Norway, Philip-
pines, Portugal and Slovenia - are 
invited to compete at the AKC/
Eukanuba National Champion-
ship. There about 200 foreign 
registries around the world that 
issue pedigrees acceptable for 
AKC registration.

    * The AKC Canine Health 
Foundation (CHF) was established 
in 1994 with a $1 million grant from 
AKC. Today, CHF has granted $22 
million for a wide range of canine 
health research initiatives.

    * The AKC Companion 
Animal Recovery program (AKC/
CAR) was initiated in 1995 to 
provide lifetime recovery services 
for microchipped and tattooed 
animals. To date, more than 4 mil-
lion animals have been enrolled in 
AKC/CAR and more than 360,000 
animals have been recovered and 
returned to their rightful owners.

    * AKC Canine Partners is 
the American Kennel Club’s new-
est program, launched in October 
2009, for mixed-breed dog own-
ers. Dogs enrolled in AKC Ca-
nine Partners compete along side 
purebreds in the same classes and 
earn the same titles in three AKC 
Companion Events: AKC Rally®, 
Agility and Obedience

    * In 1971, the American 
Kennel Club held the first Junior 
Showmanship classes at AKC 
events. The purpose of Junior 
Showmanship is to encourage 
participation in the sport by young 
purebred dog enthusiasts, to 
teach good sportsmanship and 

to educate the next generation of 
the fancy.

    * The AKC Gazette has been 
continually published since 1889. 
In 2003, the AKC launched, AKC 
Family Dog, a new consumer life-
style magazine with a focus on the 
purebred pet dog.

    * There are more than 3,000 
Public Education Coordinators 
and more than 1,200 Canine Am-
bassadors in the AKC’s Public 
Education Network, who serve to 
help educate the general public 
about responsible dog owner-
ship.

    * Housed in the NYC of-
fice, the AKC Library office holds 
18,000 volumes of books, maga-
zines and videos, in addition to a 
major fine-arts collection.

    * The AKC Museum of the 
Dog in St. Louis, MO, houses one 
of the finest collections of artwork 
in the country focusing on man’s 
centuries-old relationship with 
the dog.

    * Each year, more than 40,000 
dogs are evaluated with the AKC/
Canine Good Citizen (CGC) test, 
which rewards dogs who have 
good manners at home and in the 
community.

    * Launched in 1994, the AKC 
website receives an average of 2 
million unique users per month 
and has 14,000 pages of canine-
related information.


