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Finding Your Dead Birds
By Tom Dokken

Wh e t h e r  y o u r  
hunting upland  
birds or water-

fowl when the bird is knocked 
down your dogs job has just 
begun.  In the dog training 
business we call this “hunting 
dead”.  Once a bird is down 
your dog is put in a situation 
where he must use his nose, 
eyes and whatever resources he 
can come up with the bird.

Once you’ve started your 
young pup on retrieving and 
he has the desire to want to 
find the objects thrown, we 
can start putting some scent on 
our dummies.  We’re going to 
put scent on the dummies and 
start hiding them in places in 
the backyard so the young pup 
can use his nose.  We will bring 

the pup into a position were 
he’s downwind and repeat the 
command ‘dead bird’.  Keep 
repeating this until your pup 
finds the scented dummy.  After 
a successful retrieve give him 
lots of praise to let him know 
this is what we are after.

The key words here are 
‘dead bird’. As we start work-
ing with this command and 
start hiding a dead pigeon in 
denser cover as we go along.  
You will find that your pup 
hears the command and will 
automatically start searching 
and using his nose to find the 
bird.  Make sure you give your 
puppy the advantage of hav-
ing the wind coming towards 
him.

Next we must teach our 
puppy to trail the bird other 
than only locating the bird.  
We can do this by taking our 
scented dummy or dead bird 
and drag it through the cover.  
Success in this step is very im-
portant, he must find it in the 
first minute or so of searching 
otherwise he will loose his en-
thusiasm, do not let your dog 
try to make a retrieve you feel 
impossible for him.  I always 
carry an additional bird with 

me so if they are having a hard 
time .finding a bird in a train-
ing situation I will put it down 
when he’s unaware, bring him 
downwind and have him find 
the bird, As we progress with 
this training we must keep chal-
lenging your dog by increasing 
the distance you drag the bird 
and the density of the cover.

In our next training situ-
ations we are going to be out 
flushing pigeons and letting 
him retrieve the birds he sees 
fall.  As your dog is hunting in 
front of you and has his atten-
tion on something else besides 
you take one of the birds throw 
it to your side and shoot your 
gun.  Call back your very excit-
ed dog and take him downwind 
and start repeating the dead 
bird command.

By doing this drill on a 
regular basis he will begin to 
understand if he hears the gun 
go off and sees nothing fall that 
he must get back to you so you 
can take him to where the bird 
is. The more you work on this 
drill, your dog will become 
more persistent in searching 
when you give him that dead 
bird command.  This drill will 
save you many a loss bird.  It 
takes time and takes training.  
Make sure you do these drills 
in a training situation before 
you go hunting you will be well 
rewarded.
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