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istry profile, which examines the 
proteins, enzymes and metabolic 
by products in the blood plas ma. 
The tests included in each profile 
vary from laboratory to laboratory 
but include many of the tests. 

Today, many veterinarians 
have machines that perform some 
of these basic tests right in the 
office. More complicated tests 
must be sent to spe cialized labo-
ratories.

The following tests are used to 
assess kidney, liver, pancreas and 
thy roid function, as well as deter-
mine the presence of heartworm 
disease.

ASSESSING 
KIDNEY FUNCTION

Kidney disease and kidney 
failure are common causes of 
death in dogs. The kidneys have 
several important functions: elimi-
nation of toxic substances, regula-
tion of body fluids fully placed 
J’s and double V’s, with all of the 
wind and water current variables 
factored in, draw zip. The only 
cardinal rule is to keep the farthest 
decoy within shotgun range, and 
to be sure to leave a suffi cient land-
ing zone for responding bards.

One pattern I use a lot is quick 
to set, works well in most condi-
tions, and minimizes the wind and 
current factor. It’s a double zero 
or donut spread. With the blind 
being dead center on a clock, and 
straight ahead being high noon 
downwind, the zeros, or donuts, 
are rigged at 10 o’clock and 2 
o’clock respectively. This rig gives 
the illusion of twin flocks or rafts 
of birds, and leaves an extra land-
ing zone or flight open ing right up 
the chute between the donuts.

A couple of dos and don’ts 
about decoys: With new ones, or 
those you’ve refinished in the off-
season, take a good look at how 
they appear when covered with a 
film of water. The slightest bit of 
shine can be costly. Overspray the 
decoys with either a coat of matte 
clear, or, if you have the proper 
equipment, with a barely percep-
tible fine mist of flat black.

Species mixing with decoys 
can cause serious problems. I 
learned that the hard way a long 
time ago when I blew a chance 
at black ducks because of a half 
dozen teal blocks tossed into the 
wrong part of the spread. Some 
ducks may rub shoulders in close 
quarters with each other, but 
most won’t. Mallards and wood-
ies in flooded timber are a classic 
example of the fine line you have 
to walk. They’ll share the swamp, 
even share the same open hole 
if it’s big enough.But they won’t 
intermingle.

One thing I started using seri-
ously a few years ago just goes 
to show that even middle-aged 
dogs can learn new tricks. I never 
considered dabbler duck feeder 
blocks to be anything but a gim-
mick. Even though, when setting 
a layout for geese, I was careful 
to keep the percentage of feeders 
to sentinels at roughly 80/20. My 
brain never transferred the idea to 
ducks. A friend’s results did.

He gradually increased the 
number of feeder decoys in his 
spread until it almost approached 
the standard for geese. When other 
rigs nearby went begging, he drew 
ducks. The obvious lack of danger 
exhibited by ducks feeding is read-
ily broadcast to those looking for 
company. A percentage of 50/50 is 
more an adequate to get the point 
across. You can either use commer-

cially bought feeders, or crudely 
carve your own out of high density 
foam. The shape and finish do not 
have to be perfect. What gets the 
real birds coming is the thought 
of easy pickings caused by the 
sight of a dozen duck butts up in 
the air.

Finally, one last serious sug-
gestion: A decade ago, getting 
cold and wet was still a common 
bond in the hunting fraternity. No 
more. With the advent of wind-
proof, water proof and supremely 
well-insulated parkas, pants and 
gloves you no longer have to trade 
off comfort in order to hunt. some 
old-timers say it’s just another 
example of today’s hunter get-
ting soft.” Maybe so, but I wish 
the stuff had been on the market 
a quarter century ago. I probably 
wouldn’t be as stiff and sore as I 
am today if it had been. Most Of 
my own gear is Columbia Sports-
wear, but all of the top brands will 
do the job. if you haven’t invested 
in quality gear yet, don’t put it off 
another season. It’s worth it.

Duck hunting “ain’t what it 
used to be,” first light and for sure. 
But the magic of dawn’s first light 
and ducks flying is still something 
far to special to let die. With basic 
techniques honed to a fine edge, 
and a handful of duck tricks up 
your sleeve for when needed, suc-
cess is still possible.


