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cultivating young hunters are far 
more numerous and challenging. 
In addition to the lack of time, an 
unfortunately disconnected and 
urbanized culture is producing 
youngsters that have neither ap-
preciation for a land ethic nor any 
real sense of what they stand to 
lose should they live out their lives 
as one that doesn’t hunt.

For many of us today, our 
hunting is focused on white-tail 
deer. The simple pleasures once af-
forded by a 40-acre woodlot have 
yielded to pursuit of the wariest 
of game animals. I have made my 
living providing advice on how 
to grow big healthy deer with big 
antlers. For that I am not ashamed. 
I am ashamed that I have let my 
zeal for this apex quarry seduce 
me to the point of neglecting my 
duty to mentor a new hunter. To 
eventually gravitate toward the 
pursuit of deer is probably natural 

in the progression of a hunter. The 
means and methods required to 
effectively hunt white-tails is any-
thing but natural to a youngster. 
There is no need to examine this 
incongruity in detail. Anyone who 
has taken an eight-year old deer 
hunting is painfully aware that 
sitting perfectly still, not talking, 
and not shooting is absolutely not 
fun to the typical boy or girl.

While there are exceptions, 
the general rule remains that we 
will never make hunters from 
the young by taking them deer 
hunting. Deer hunting should be 
part of the evolution and not the 
genesis of hunting for our youth. 
First, there must be the vine shak-
ing and the wonderful smell of 
gun oil. They must have someone 
to teach them, someone to take 
them and some place to go. They 
must be given the opportunity 
to belong to a tribe. As a mentor, 
we must be willing to forego our 

precious time in pursuit of antlers 
so that some boy or girl can know 
the pride of sitting alone with a 
shotgun, searching the canopy in 
hopes of that first squirrel.

Visit www.outdooralabama.
com to find out where youth dove 
hunts are being held in your area 
of the state.


